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LUXURY CONDO RENTALS
BRAND NEW Tridel Built Suites 

MULTIPLE CONDOMINIUMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT:

Bloor Street West / South Kingsway                
            

One Old Mill

Call Theresa: 416-558-1728         
Email: timeneo@delrentals.com        

Web: www.delrentals.com

- 1 Bedroom + Terrace + Parking + Locker
- 1 Bedroom + Den + Parking + Locker
- 2 Bedroom + Parking + Locker

Toronto has more than 2,400 
publicly owned laneways that 
are often underused, deterior-
ating, and viewed as unsafe. 
That’s the message from a 
new, not-for-profit called The 
Laneway Project, an innova-
tive initiative that aims to fun-
damentally change the city’s 
relationship with its laneways.

The group recently hosted 
Toronto’s first laneway sum-
mit entitled Engaging In-Be-
tween Spaces. 

It was an opportunity for 
urban planners, designers and 
community members to dis-
cuss the possibilities inherent 
in these underutilized spaces. 
The concept of connectivity 
envisions inner-urban cor-
ridors of interconnected rav-
ines, trails and laneways pro-
viding spaces that can be used 
for public artwork, play space, 
and protected thoroughfares 
for pedestrians and cyclists.

Gianpiero Pugliese is the 
principal of Audax Architec-

ture, the firm that designed 
Lanehouse on Bartlett in 
Toronto’s Bloordale neigh-

bourhood. Morphed from an 
antiquated yarn factory, this 
smart row of urban towns is 

situated along a cobblestoned 
laneway behind a row of low-
rise housing. 

“It’s very romantic in 
many ways: You walk down 
the laneway into this old in-
dustrial building that’s been 
converted,” says Pugliese.

According to the experts, 
not all laneways are the same. 

“What makes that project 
possible is the configuration of 
the properties,” says Pugliese. 
The site is contiguous with one 

of the residential lots which 
fronts onto Bartlett, provid-
ing all-important street access. 
“The challenge that most lane-
way projects have is that they 
don’t often have that link.”

From a residential develop-
er’s perspective, there are myr-
iad challenges to providing 
services and access to a lane 
building. Water, hydro, ambu-
lance and fire fighting all have 
to be taken into consideration. 

At the same time, as land 
becomes more scarce in the 
GTA, reimagining Toronto’s 
laneways may contribute to 
the future of affordable urban 
living. 

“There is so much develop-
ment pressure, so it’s worth 
the extra effort to go through 
these processes,” says Pugliese.

Take great lanes to do something new
Innovation. Under-

utilized city spaces 

are focus of Laneway 

Project initiative

CONDO TRENDS
Duncan McAllister
life@metronews.ca 

Legal Matters

Title problems 
stall refinance
We purchased our home 
in 2004 and have recently 
decided to add a line of 
credit to the title to allow 
us to renovate the kitchen.  
We are doing this through 
our bank. 

When our bank looked 
at the title to the property, 
there was a ‘document 
general’ registered against 
title which designated the 
property as a matrimonial 
home dated from 1989. 
The bank will not proceed 
with the refinancing until 
we get this removed from 
title. What should we do?

You should contact the law-
yer who assisted you with the 
purchase of your home. This 
is a designation that should 
have been removed when you 

purchased the property and 
they should follow up on hav-
ing this removed from title. 
At some time in the past, a 
law firm had registered the 
matrimonial home on title 
to protect a spouse’s rights 
to the home. Typically this is 
done when there is a dispute 
between the parties and this 
will avoid one spouse who 

owns the property from 
selling the house and not pro-
viding the fair share of the 
proceeds to the spouse who 
may be non-resident and not 
knowledgeable to what was 
happening with the home.

This does not prove 
ownership to the property 
but should be cleaned up 
because it is a blemish on the 

title and should have been 
discharged when you bought 
the home. Your lawyer at the 
time should be responsible 
for looking after this for you.
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Follow Jeff Cowan on Twitter  

@Cowan_Law or on the 

website cowanlaw.ca, or email  

him at jeff@cowanlaw.ca.

Animating back lanes

Many projects back onto lanes and developers are looking to 

animate those spaces. 

Lanehouse on Bartlett in Toronto’s Bloordale neighbourhood morphed from an old yarn factory.  CONTRIBUTED

Lanehouse on Bartlett

“It’s very romantic in 
many ways, you walk 
down the laneway into 
this old industrial building 
that’s been converted.”
Gianpiero Pugliese, Audax Architecture


