
Lindsey Vonn: Fall in 
Aspen ‘super annoying’

ASPEN — Lindsey Vonn took a hard 
fall but escaped injury on her first run of 
the women’s World Cup giant slalom in 
Aspen Friday, putting an abrupt end to her 
weekend.

Vonn had previously said she wouldn’t ski 
the slalom races on Saturday and Sunday.

She was more than half way through the 
course when she fell and one ski popped 
off. She slid on her back and crashed into 
safety netting on the side of the course on 
the Spring Pitch and Strawpile trails.

“I’m fine. It’s just super annoying,” Vonn 
told reporters at the corral near the finish 
line.

She gave no indication that her left ankle 
gave her any problems. She broke her an-
kle in a training crash in New Zealand in 
August.

Vonn said the Aspen course “wasn’t that 
bumpy” so she was trying to figure out 
what spurred the crash.

“This never happened to me in a (giant 
slalom) race before, so to have it happen in 
Aspen is definitely disappointing, but s--- 
happens,” she said.

Vonn, 31, the Vail racer who has won 
four overall World Cup titles, specializes in 
speed events. She said she would put the 
fall and disqualification in Aspen behind 
her and focus on the downhill and super-G 
races in Lake Louise, Alberta, on Dec. 4-6.

Vonn said she trained for the giant 

slalom Thursday in Vail with members of 
the Austrian men’s team and she felt “really 
good, really confident.”

“Today, I was a little bit nervous,” she 
said. “GS isn’t my strongest event. I’m not 
quite as confident in myself as I should be, 
maybe.

“It took me a couple of gates to get into it 
but I felt that once I hit the flat I really got 
into a good rhythm and I was starting to at-
tack and my ski came off,” she said.
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Star racer from Vail falls in 
first run of giant slalom

Lindsey Vonn, center, talks to members of 
her support team on Friday after she fell 
during the first run of the World Cup giant 
slalom in Aspen and was disqualified. 
Vonn said she wasn’t hurt in the crash.
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French ski team honors 
Paris terror attack victims

ASPEN — As France held a national day 
of mourning on Friday for the 130 people 
killed in the terrorist attacks of Nov. 13, the 
women’s ski team honored the victims in 
their own way while racing in Aspen.

Tessa Worley, who finished fifth, best 
among the French women in the giant sla-
lom, skied with a sticker of the Eiffel Tower 
on her helmet. The iconic image has been 
used within France and by other countries 
to show solidarity with Paris.

“I wanted to make a little sign for them 
to show them that we’re thinking of them, 
even if we’re on the other side of the 
world,” Worley said. “I don’t know, maybe 
our skiing can give them a little bit of joy 
and a smile on their face again.

“Yeah, for sure, we were thinking very 
hard about them,” Worley said in the finish 
area after her second run.

THERE IN SPIRIT
The French women’s ski team has been 

out of the country in competition and 
training since Sunday, Nov. 15, but they ex-
perienced the initial shock after the attacks 

by ISIS terrorists. It was difficult to pro-
cess what was happening at the time, she 
said. While the team couldn’t participate 
directly in Friday’s day of mourning, they 
were there in spirit.

Scott Condon
The Aspen Times

Worley, teammates pay 
respect Friday on France’s 
day of mourning

Tessa Worley, a leader of the French wom-
en’s ski team, sports a sticker of the Eiffel 
Tower on her helmet to honor the victims 
of the Nov. 13 terrorist attacks in Paris.
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Join us for a Playground Design Session
PLAY a part in the design of our next playground project 
at Booth Creek Park. Bring your creative ideas to our 
meeting while enjoying complimentary pizza and drinks! 
All ages are welcome. FREE parking for participants.

CALLING ALL

KIDS!

WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 2

5-7pm
Lionshead Welcome Center 
The Grand View, 3rd Floor

The Vail Daily | Saturday, November 28, 2015 | A35


