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Fish & Dragon 
reds on 
The Green
by Sandra Sealy

Red isn’t just the colour 
for love; it’s also one of the 
lucky colours, according  
to Chinese custom.

There was plenty of it this 
past Saturday marking the 
second day of the expanded 
Fish & Dragon Festival 
by the Barbados China 
Cultural Centre, held on the 
grounds of the Central Bank 
in Bridgetown. Tonika Sealy, 
the festival director, created 
the concept last year with 
the aim to bring the cultures 
and peoples of Barbados and 
China closer together in a 
meaningful way. The festival 
also coincides with the start 
of the Chinese New 
Year –– beginning  
February 8.

On Saturday, the 
Church Village Green 
was transformed into a free 
street fair with several stalls 
circling a main stage with 
performances. There was 
the anticipated dragon dance, 
as well as demonstrations 
of tai chi, a tribute to El 
Verno del Congo, opera 
singing and dance. 

As far as stalls went, it 
was refreshing to see some 
offerings that weren’t in 
the usual vein: one offered 
stuffed breadfruit with all 
the fixings; another, some 
delicious doubles; and yet 

another featuring Chinese 
cuisine which had a long line 
anticipating its delicious fare. 
There were also a popular 
booth where patrons could 
have their names written  
in Chinese symbols and 
a Real Time SloMo 
Photo booth. 

There was also a 
Chinese Language And 
Cultural Workshop 
and the clue hunting for 
the Journey To The 
East Competition, 
where participants who pre-
qualified with selfies posted 
to Facebook were eligible 

for a trip to China.
In the nearby Central 

Bank’s Exchange 
Building, there was the 
launch of the Serious 
Play art exhibition, 
curated by festival director 
Sealy and Stefano Harney. 
Leading Caribbean artists 
Versia Harris (Barbados), 
Trinbagonian Joshua Lue 
Chee Kong and Leandro 
Soto of Cuban-American 
heritage showcased their 
work and mingled  
with patrons.

Visiting artist Joshua, 
whose main form of 

expression is sculpture using 
synthetic and normal clay 
with a Chinese mythology 
influence, was excited to be 
part of the exhibition and 
shared his inspiration with 
Barbados TODAY: “It’s 
based on my aesthetics of 
steampunk, Japanese anime 
and old classic cartoons.” 

The exhibition is open  
to the public.

While Barbados is 
certainly expanding its 
offering of street fairs and 
festivals, this one is unique 
and should be a part  
of everyone’s calendar.

Patrons were able to get  
their names written in Chinese  
as a great keepsake, compliments  
of the Embassy of China.

Chinese Embassy 
booth in lucky 
colours of red  
and yellow.

These little ones 
enjoying themselves 
on The Green at the 
Fish & Dragon Festival.

Bajan craft 
available  
at the festival.

Artist Joshua 
Lue Chee Kong 
of Trinidad with 
an image of one 
of his unique 
clay sculptures.


