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Fernandes won’t 
allow Remy sale
QPR’s board will not sanction the sale 
of Loic Remy to Newcastle United this 
month, despite Harry Redknapp en-
couraging the Premier League club to 
make a bid.

Remy joined Newcastle on loan in Au-
gust following QPR’s relegation to the 
Championship last season, and has 
scored 12 goals in 21 appearances so far.

Redknapp this week revealed he was 
surprised that Newcastle have not 
made a permanent offer for a player he 
believes is now worth £16m – twice 
what QPR paid Marseille for the 27-year-
old’s services back in January.

But while Redknapp is keen to sell 
Remy, QPR owner Tony Fernandes is 
unwilling to part with his prize asset. 
Fernandes is convinced that Rangers 
can return to the top flight at the end of 
the season, and sees Remy as a key part 
of the club’s future.

Redknapp told West London Sport: “I 
don’t know what the deal is. You’d think 
they’d want to snap him up, wouldn’t 
you? If they don’t then someone else 
will. For what we got him for, he’s prob-
ably worth double that now. He’s scored 
goals in the Premier League again this 
year.”

On the prospect of Remy helping QPR 
in the Premier League, Redknapp add-
ed:  “That’s all ifs and buts. You’ve got 
to get there first, and if someone came 
and offered £15m or £16m for him, I’d 
sell him if it was my choice. But it’s not, 
it’s down to the chairman.”

Convinced
Fernandes, who convinced Remy to 
sign for QPR and has a good personal 
relationship with the player, also be-
lieves Remy would prefer to return to 
Loftus Road rather than remain at St 
James’ Park at the end of the campaign, 
and would only consider leaving if an 
offer came in from a Champions League 
club.

Meanwhile, Redknapp is set to step 
up his hunt for a striker in the coming 
days, after failing to agree a deal for 
Everton striker Nikica Jelavic. 

Jelavic scored twice against Rangers 
in last weekend’s FA Cup third round 
tie, and Toffees manager Roberto Mar-
tinez wants to keep him at Goodison 
Park.

� Defender Michael Harriman has 
extended his loan spell at Gillingham 
until the end of the season.

Twenty-one-year-old Harriman has 
made 24 appearances for the League 
One side since joining in August.
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� QPR owner Tony Fernandes (above) wants 
to keep striker Loic Remy (above left) at 
Loftus Road, despite Harry Redknapp’s desire 
to sell him. Pics: PA

Willesden’s Ashley Stokes has vowed to 
return to next year’s World Champion-
ship of Ping Pong stronger than ever 
after making the last 32 for the second 
consecutive year, writes Ziad 
Chaudry.

The 24-year-old matched his 2013 
display at Alexandra Palace by defeat-
ing current English hard-bat champi-
on Richard Hutchinson and German 
Jurgen Leu, before he eventually lost 
to Scotland’s Commonwealth Games 
hopeful Gavin Rumgay in straight 
sets.

Savoured
Stokes savoured every moment of the 
event. “I came here with an open mind 
just to enjoy playing and I really soaked 
up the occasion this time,” said Stokes, 
who coaches a group of budding young-
sters at Capital City Academy through 
the Greenhouse programme. 

“I can’t really remember playing last 
year to be honest!”

World Championship of Ping Pong 
sees 64 of the world’s best players tak-
ing part over the course of two days in 
north London.

Competitors use traditional sandpa-
per rackets, a throwback to the early 
days of table tennis. 

Stokes targets success in 2015 after Ally Pally exit
“I was soaking up more of the occa-

sion, forgetting I’m actually playing a 
match here,” he added.

“I was like more of a fan myself and 
that’s how I approached it all during the 
event.

“I got to this stage last year where I 
missed out being on the TV table. But 
this time I got myself onto the TV table 
and I was enjoying it a bit too much to be 
honest!

Practice
“I want to come back next year, that’s 
why I really wanted to get to the quar-
ter-finals so it can guarantee your place 
next year.

“Money doesn’t really mean anything 
to me to be honest, it’s all about being 
part of this great event.

“Really and truly I just want to prac-
tise and play ping pong hopefully full 
time but just need to get physically bet-
ter to move myself up in the ping pong 
rankings.

“I’ve got the skills so hopefully I could 
compete again next year.”

Stokes’s girlfriend Egle Adomelyte 
went a round further, losing to eventual 
finalist Ilija Lupulesku in two straight 
sets.

‘Magic’ Maxim Shmyrev made it a 
hat-trick of titles after defeating Lu-
pulesku in three straight sets.

Stokes first made his name in the 
Wembley & Harrow League before ap-
pearing at last year’s inaugural event.
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