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Village ready 
for art show

AN ART show which is one of major events of a May 
Festival gets underway next Friday, May 4, and runs 
until Bank Holiday Monday.

Each year, the Kimpton Art Show brings 
together more than 100 artists from across the 
region, their works now hanging in many parts of the 
world. 

Exhibits have included oils, watercolours and 
mixed media of modern impressionistic canvases, 
local themes and still life. The show, which is now in 
its 31st year, is held in the parish church and gives 
new artists an opportunity to test their talent as well 
as returning artists with a well-established reputation.  

Last year, a number of new artists who have 
exhibited with Herts Open Studios took part as well 
as artists in other media such as glassware, stained 
glass, clay, sculpture, framed photography and 
textiles.

At various times during the weekend, local 
musicians will be playing informally as well.

The opening night is from 6pm to 9pm next Friday. 
Admission is £3.50, payable at the door, and 
includes a complimentary glass of wine.  Admission 
on Saturday, Sunday and Monday is £1 with children 
free.

The art show, along with the annual May Festival 
itself, was set up to provide funds for the restoration 

of the church, following the collapse of the Dacre 
Chapel roof.  The roof has long since been re-built 
and although much restoration has taken place, an 
ongoing programme is necessary in order to 
preserve the village’s most historic building for future 

generations.  
Proceeds now go also to support the village 

Memorial Hall and other local causes. Further details 
can be found on the website at www.
kimptonartshow.co.uk

Kimpton Art Show is being held at the parish church

Messiah at the Abbey 
proves a popular hit

IT is not difficult to see why Handel’s great oratorio 
Messiah has remained popular over most of its 270 
years. 

It has drama, pathos, uplifting choruses and 
memorable solos all of which were enjoyed by an 
almost capacity audience in St Albans Abbey on 
Saturday night.            

St Albans Choral Society gave a compelling 
performance which demonstrated how far this choir 
has developed since George Vass took over as 
music director, to become one of the leading groups 
in the area. 

Through his connection, the choir is fortunate 
indeed in having Orchestra Nova as its 
performance partners. From the first notes of the 
opening orchestral Sinfonia, the audience was 
drawn into this meditation on the coming of a 
Messiah, the musicians led by Martin Smith playing 
with the lightness and clarity of a chamber 
ensemble.                       

The performance was also well-served with the 
soloists. Tenor Mark Dobell’s first recitative 
Comfort ye my people emerged quietly from the 
orchestral sound, growing in intensity but always 
tender and re-assuring, his phrases sensitively 
shaped. Baritone Michael Bundy clearly relished his 
more dramatic solos communicating the text with 
great conviction. This quality was however more 
muted in the solos for soprano and for alto. 

Pippa Goss has a pure, light soprano voice 
capable of stratospheric high notes. The solo I know 
that my Redeemer liveth would  have benefited from 
a greater feeling of certainty and wonder. 

Counter tenor William Purefoy showed a lyrical 
quality with a sense of light and shade, and some 
ringing top notes but the prestissimo section of But 
who may abide... was strangely lacking in energy – 
no “refiner’s fire” here. 

However, their duet He shall feed his flock was 
touching in its simplicity. Trumpeter Heidi Bennett 

shone in the obbligato part to The trumpet shall 
sound... with its appropriate echo effects. 

But the evening clearly belonged to the choir. 
Obviously meticulously rehearsed, most entries 
were clean and bright in all voices. The sopranos 
soared to their high notes with confidence and 
accuracy and the basses projected with strength, 
always kept within bounds. 

It is easy to overlook the inner voices but the 
altos and tenors were clearly heard and the 
contrapuntal sections well balanced. That such a 
large choir was able to maintain a bright, rhythmic 
drive was impressive. 

The anticipation of the Hallelujah chorus was fully 
realised and the basses produced a lovely warm 
quality to the opening of the final Amen chorus 
which brought the evening to a thrilling climax with 
maestro George Vass sustaining the energy until the 
final note.

MARY COOK

A NEW week of fun musical activities for five to 
eight year olds has been added to the Musicale 
Summer Music Programmes for 2012 in 
Harpenden and other locations nationwide.

Step Up to Music is designed to inspire 
youngsters to start to play a musical instrument.

There are also instrumental programmes on 
offer for beginner, intermediate and advanced 
performers, each lasting for five days and ending 
with a concert open to all.

Parents and participants had plenty to say 
about the programmes last year including a 
description of one of the performances as “truly 
inspirational” and the course as, “the best week 
ever”.

Details of all the local and national courses 
taking place can be found at www.musicale.
co.uk/musicholidays.  Bookings are now being 
taken online by emailing caroline.marriott @
musicale.co.uk or phoning 01582 460978.

Music fun for 
youngsters

Michael’s trio
POPULAR local cellist Michael Wigram brings the 
Amalia Trio together for the lunchtime concert at a 
city centre church next Wednesday, May 2.

Michael is well known for his impressive solo work 
and for playing in professional groups such as the 
South Bank Symphonia. Joining him will be Jennifer 
Wigram, leader of several local orchestras, and Lynn 
Carter, a recent solo pianist in the series.

Their programme will include  Mendelssohn’s D 
minor Piano trio (op. 49, no,1) and Vivaldi’s cello 
sonata no. 2 in F major.

The free concert is at St Peter’s Church in St 
Albans and starts at 1pm with proceeds in aid of 
Grove House.

Michael Wigram

Rory’s just Mad 
for operatic Alice

A CHALLENGING role beckons 
for a St Albans performer in a 
new operatic production of 
Lewis Carroll’s classic tale 
Alice.

Rory Carver, who attended 
St Albans School and sings in 
the Dagnall Street Baptist 
Church choir, is taking on the 
role of the Mad Hatter as well 
as musically directing the 
Opera Warwick production.

He said: “It’s been a real 
challenge to create something 
that caters to opera lovers as 
well as opera novices. I’d love 
to think that the show would 
encourage other young people 
to get as involved in music as I 
have growing up.”

The show uses an original 
script written by Samuel 
Worthington – currently 
completing his master’s degree 
in English at Warwick 
University – and features 
familiar songs in unexpected 
situations from composers as 
diverse as Verdi and 
Sondheim.

The 35-strong cast includes 
some of the university’s current 
opera scholars, working with 
students who simply love to 
sing, and features nine different 
nationalities in cast and crew.

Artistic director Harriet 
Birchall said the idea was to 
use the familiar story of Alice to 
showcase some of opera’s 
great songs – suitably adapted 
to fit her adventures in 
Wonderland. She added: “Like 
the Knave of Hearts, we’ve let 
all the great composers do all 
the hard work, and then 
pinched the very best of them. 
Opera can be magnificent, but 
quite daunting, but our 
adaptation of Alice shows that 
it can also be fun.”

The show is being 
performed at 7:30pm next 
Saturday, May 5, at St Paul’s 
Church, Covent Garden, 
London. Tickets at £10-£12 
and £38 for families are 
available from the boxoffice on 
08456 801 926 or www.
alicetheopera.co.uk Rory Carver as the Mad Hatter
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