
Tignish Credit Union (Tignish and Alber-
ton) was presented with the Coady Award 
for excellence in community involvement 
on April 11, 2013, during the Atlantic Cen-
tral Annual General Meeting, in Halifax NS.

The award is presented annually to hon-
our the Atlantic credit union or caisse 
populaire that best exemplifies leadership, 
support and involvement in its community. 

Tignish Credit Union demonstrates a deep 
understanding of the needs of their com-
munity through support in such areas as:

• Staff dedication of both time and money 
for such causes as Relay for Life, IWK Fun 
Day in the Park, a 50/50 draw to raise 
money ( $70,000 annually) which is then 
donated back to the community;

• Offering four $1,000 high school schol-
arships for 
members’ chil-
dren, as well as 
prizes for ele-
mentary and 
junior high 
school students 
who demon-
strate leader-
ship qualities in 
school activi-
ties, and donat-
ing funds to 
school break-
fast programs 
($6,000 in 
2012);

• Presenta-
tions to stu-
dents on lead-
ership qualities, 
the history of 
co-operatives in 
the local econ-

omy, and funding and financing businesses; 
and

• Environmental sustainability – installing 
energy saving fixtures, installing water cool-
ers to replace plastic water bottles, using 
paper shredding systems to recycle used 
paper (full participants in the Island Waste 
Watch Program).

Credit Union Manager Louis Shea said it 
was an honour to accept the award with 
Board Chair, Larry Drouin on behalf of the 
credit union staff and membership. “Our 
credit union has always recognized its role 
as a leader in the communities that it 
serves,” he said, “and new employees quick-

ly recognize that the job isn’t simply 9 to 5.” 
 “Most donations that are given either 

from the credit union corporately or the 
staff 50/50 and other funds go to organiza-
tions, whether it be sports, education, health 
or the fire departments, that benefit most of 
our member/owners,” said Mr. Shea, “ 

Tignish Credit Union is not resting on its 
laurels as it has just recently pledged 
$100,000 to help purchase a digital x-ray 
machine for the Western Hospital in Alber-
ton and is again involved with both the 
IWK Fun Day in the Park on May 26th and 
the Westisle Relay for Life on June 14.

Committee member, Irene Gallant, said 
that staff are 
already selling 
tickets for the 
50/50 draw on 
behalf of the 
IWK and staff 
members are 
all signing up to 
assist with the 
many activities 
planned for that 
Sunday after-
noon. 

“As soon as I 
posted the 
schedule on 
the bulletin 
board, my won-
derful co-work-
ers were putting 
their name in 
some timeslot 
to help”, she 
said.    
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 Tignish Credit Union president Larry Drouin, second from left, and general manager Louis 
Shea, second from right,  accept the Coady Award from John Gaventa, left, director, Coady 
International Institute, and Dave MacLean, Board Chair, Atlantic Central.     Submitted photo

Tignish Credit Union wins Coady Award

The Tyne Valley Players are all ready to entertain crowds with the funny 
play “Amazing Gracie”. Back row from left are: Jeff Noye, Jason 
Cormier and Lisa MacDougall. Middle row from left are: Steven Ellis, 
Janeen Grigg, Pam MacKinnon, Terry Doran and Cindy Gorill. Front 
row from left are: Michael Ford and Gail Ellis. Missing from photo is 
Marie Barlow. Opening night is May 26.                    Submitted photo

Tyne Valley Players present ‘Amazing Gracie’
For as many as 30 years the 

Tyne Valley Players have been 
entertaining Islanders. Their 
brand of entertainment has 
become a “must attend” for peo-
ple from across Prince Edward 
Island. Keith Milligan, director of 
the Tyne Valley Players, says each 
year hundreds of Islanders make 
the pilgrimage from many parts 
of the province to enjoy these 
unique and hilarious old fash-
ioned plays.

This year’s production ‘Amaz-
ing Gracie’ is a farce in three acts 
written in 1948 by Jay Tobias. Mr 
Milligan says “these plays trans-
port the audience back to anoth-
er era. We make minimal use of 
props, all our actors are locals 
and we have a very important 
ingredient - we choose a good 
script. The script is the bones of 
the play, if you would, and the 

players add the flesh and the 
body”.

Opening night is set for May 26 
with subsequent shows running 
on May 27, 29 and 31 and June 2 
and 10, all of which are sold out. 
Organizers have decided to add 
four new show dates for June 1, 
11, 14 and 15. Show time is 7:30 
PM each evening.

All tickets need to be pre-
booked and you can book tickets 
during week days at West Isle 
Enterprises in Tyne Valley 831-
2662. After hours and on week-
ends tickets can be booked at 
The Landing Oyster House and 
Bar 831-2992.

Mr Milligan added “live theatre 
is a form of entertainment that a 
lot of people haven’t experienced 
but once you see one production 
chances are you’ll be hooked 
and you’ll be coming each year.”

Eyes were all facing towards the front, as well-known illustrator Ron Lightburn 
told colourful stories from several of his most recent books to an O’Leary 
Elementary School Grade 3 class. The visit was prompted by this year’s TD 
Canadian Children’s Book Week, which ran from May 4-11, which is the larg-
est celebration of Canadian children’s books. As part of Children’s Book 
Week, authors, illustrators and storytellers visited schools and libraries across 
the country to share their books with children and adults. Mr Lightburn has 
illustrated 19 picture and chapter books. On May 7, the well-known illustrator 
donated an original piece of art to O’Leary Public Library. The illustration is 
from the Our Canadian Girl series Penelope.            Cindy Chant photo

Illustrator donates original 
to O’Leary


