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Official 
programming

On August 5,  
come celebrate  
today’s Montréal _
Place des Festivals

Place-des-Arts

12:30 p.m.: Music and street entertainment
3:00 p.m.: Amitié Nuestroamericana parade
8:30 p.m.: Musical show

In collaboration with

a

Coproduced by Diversité artistique Montréal (DAM) 
and LAND inSIGHTS

Details at:
375mtl.com

CJN STAff

As part of its centennial celebrations, Fed-
eration CJA paid tribute to outstanding 
volunteer leaders at the inaugural Jewish 
Leadership Recognition Awards on June 15. 

Among the recipients were Sheila Kuss-
ner and longtime community leaders 
Heather Adelson, Sylvain Abitbol, Heather 
Paperman and Edward Wiltzer. 

“Our centennial anniversary is a time to 
celebrate the exceptionally dedicated and 
committed volunteer leadership through-
out our Jewish community,” said federa-
tion president Evan Feldman. “Volunteers 
embody the spirit of tikkun olam, a value 
that Federation CJA holds dear. They add 
incalculable value to the Jewish commun-
al enterprise – to our schools, shuls, health 
institutions, agencies and, most notably, 
to Federation CJA itself – and to the wel-
fare of the greater Montreal community.” 

The evening featured an inspirational ad-
dress from Adam Simon, founding execu-
tive director of the Washington-based Aviv 
Foundation, which is dedicated to helping 
disadvantaged children and promoting 

Jewish learning in an inclusive manner.
The prestigious Mildred B. Lande Award 

was conferred upon Adelson, co-chair of the 
federation’s Montreal Mega Mission to Israel 
in May. Paperman, president of the federa-
tion’s Women’s Philanthropy, was presented 
with the Distinguished Leadership Award, 
along with education activist Monica Men-
del Bensoussan. The Manny Batshaw Award 
for Longstanding Community Service was 
shared by Abitbol and Wiltzer. 

Established by the Royal Bank of Canada, 
the Tikkun Olam Award for Service to the 
Broader Community was awarded to Kuss-
ner, who founded the acclaimed cancer 
support program Hope & Cope in 1981.

The Award for Excellence in Commun-
ity Programming was bestowed upon 
Ometz’s “Cocktails and Conversation” – 
an event which is credited with helping 
launch 1,500 careers in Montreal – and 
the Jewish Canadian Youth Model United 
Nations, composed of CEGEP and univer-
sity students. 

A complete list of the award winners 
can be found at www.federationcja.org/
leadershipawards. n
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Ground has been broken for a new school 
of architecture building at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity (TAU), thanks to a donation of 50 
million shekels (about $18-million) made 
by the Azrieli Foundation.

The rehoused Azrieli School of Architec-
ture is anticipated to be “one of the most 
advanced in the world,” according to TAU, 
on par with Harvard.

Established in 1993, the Azrieli School 
has outgrown its current facilities with 
the increase in student enrolment and 
expansion of programs. The new build-
ing, scheduled to be completed in 2021, 
will span over 5,000 square metres and be 
situated at the front edge of the campus 
on Antin Square.

Foundation chair and CEO Naomi Az-
rieli said her late father, David, an archi-
tect and ardent Zionist, “felt passionately 
that Israel needed more architects to build 
the country, literally and figuratively.

“Literally, because we know it is vital to 
ensure solidly educated undergraduates 
who can change the landscape. Figura-
tively, because this school now provides 
master’s and doctorates for exceptional 
architects who can research, study and 

inspire new students.”
Her sister Danna, chair of the foundation 

in Israel, added, “We have known since 
the school opened that these students 
needed a purpose-built facility. In fact, we 
still have my father’s early architectural 
designs of the space he imagined.” 

The new building, about double the size 
of the current one, will incorporate digital 
laboratories fitted with the latest technol-
ogies and plenty of space for lecture halls, 
seminar rooms and workshops.

“In recent years, a real need has arisen 
for a new building that is able to provide a 
response to the unique and varied needs 
of the architects of the future,” said TAU 
president Joseph Klafter. “Thanks to the 
generous contribution of the Azrieli Foun-
dation we can now provide that response.”

The donation is the latest in a long his-
tory of support for architectural educa-
tion by the foundation, both in Israel and 
Canada. The Azrieli Global Studio, for ex-
ample, provides a platform for research, 
collaboration and exchange among the 
architecture schools at TAU, the Technion, 
McGill University and Carleton University.

Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard at-
tended the groundbreaking ceremony 
while leading a recent trade mission to 
Israel. n

New TAU architecture school will 
rival world’s best: Azrieli donors


