
Rep. Marguerite Quinn (R-
Bucks) informed local residents
that the AARP Tax Aide program
will again offer free assistance to
seniors in filing their federal, state
and local tax returns beginning
Monday, Feb. 1 and running
through Friday, April 15.

The program will be conducted at
the Central Bucks Senior Center,
700 N. Shady Retreat Road,
Doylestown.

Residents need to schedule an
appointment by calling Quinn’s dis-
trict office in Doylestown at 215-
489-2126. 

W inter is swirling around us
and except for the dog we

may choose to stay inside look-
ing out. So use the time to take
note of what you are looking at
through the windows. 

Does the view please you? Is
there winter interest? Has the
landscaping grown so tall that
your view is impaired and no
light can come in? Does the
movement of energy around your
space feel free, unimpeded, or
blocked up? Winter is a great
time to plan changes.

In the day since I began my
reflections on what one sees
through the window a deep snow
fell and covered all. This is when
the gardeners who wove support
of burlap and wood around ever-
green shrubs will be rejoicing
while the rest wait to assess the
damage after the thaw. 

Avoid the temptation to go and
shake the bushes free of snow. It
has melted a little and become
heavier. Carefully remove the
bulk of snow if you can but let
the rest melt off naturally. The
time to shake bushes is in the
height of the storm.

Now is a great time to redesign
the path to your house by using
the snow and a shovel to figure
out the natural flow to the front
door. The basis for this is the
concept of Chi, energy, and how
it flows through your space,
Feng Shui, as it were. 

Your health and general expe-
rience of life are impacted by the

passage of Chi and balance of
elements in your inner and outer
environment. A pathway to your
front door that is straight causes
Chi to flow too fast in and out of
your space, while one with
curves, meandering, gives you
time to let go of the day as you
ready to enter your home. 

It is a subtle but noticeable
change – adding curves to the
walk.

We are snowed in. The plow-
man has many commitments and
we are late-comers on his list.
We are thankful to have power. I
have this thing about shoveling
trails during and after snow
storms, I love it. 

Shovel art. You can use the
snow to experiment with possi-
ble pathways to the door, tangi-
ble though temporary option,
design the curves so they are
comfortable to navigate, natural-
ly releasing the stress of the day.

Go out and play in the snow.
After a snow like this many

will see that landscaping and
gardens are too close to the
driveway when it comes to plow-
ing and possibly salting. Perenni-
als that die to the ground like
daylilies, generally can tolerate
being plowed over a few times
but anything with persistent
leaves like candytuft and moun-
tain pink, often used as ground-
cover edging, will suffer from
the plow and subsequent salting.
There are eco-friendly alterna-
tives to salts and some will sur-
prise you.

Last icy year I got kitty litter
that was made completely of
finely shredded cedar which
stuck to the ice and provided
traction, then melted away as a
fine mulch. Alfalfa meal which
has a grainy texture for traction
while it melts the ice, works best
when used in moderation and  it
is used as a fertilizer. Sugar beet
juice lowers the melting point of
ice and snow, is used by many
municipalities as a fully natural
application. 

Finally the grit of sand or cof-
fee grounds can stop slippage but
have people leave shoes at the
door. 

If you have been out in salted
places leave the shoes at the door
and wash the dog’s feet.

compleatgardener@comcast.net

The Pennsylvania School
Librarians Association has
named New Hope-Solebury
High School Library as the
2016 Outstanding Individual
School Library Program in
Pennsylvania. 

The award is given to recog-
nize an outstanding individual
school library program and
services that are an integral part
of the students’ educational pro-
gram.  

“Through the leadership of
Mary Schwander, the librarian,
New Hope-Solebury High
School Library provides an
educational facility that meets
the varied needs of the students,
faculty and community,” the
librarians association said. “It
supports the curriculum, pro-
vides a creative atmosphere for
exploration, and fosters a life-
long interest in acquiring
knowledge.”

Faculty members described
their library as a very enthusias-
tic, energetic, yet comfortable
and inviting learning environ-
ment that is not only helpful to
the entire student body but to
anyone who seeks library serv-
ices at New Hope-Solebury
High School.  

“After spending just a few
minutes in the library, it is easy
to discern Mary’s dedication to

her position of librarian, her
support of the library’s mission,
and her commitment to the stu-
dents, staff, and all other stake-
holders of the New Hope-Sole-
bury High School,” the awards
committee said.

The committee noted: 
“The library is a very vibrant

area for students to complete
research, do school work, and
collaborate. Students come to
the library with their school’s
1:1 device knowing that they
have the support they need from
the library staff. The library has
also become a place for speak-
ers to present to classes and for
clubs to meet and collaborate. 

“The knowledge that students
leave with in terms of research
gives them a head start in the
next stage of their life. They
have the skills to put any kind
of a presentation or paper
together whether it is for col-
lege or the workplace.  The
library has become the ‘hub’ for
the building and is an integral
part of every academic day.”

The Pennsylvania School
Librarians Association repre-
sents 850 members. It is an
independent organization for
school library professionals
who serve in public, private and
parochial schools within Penn-
sylvania. 
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