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Vonn’s relatives arrive as she nears record

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, It-
aly — Lindsey Vonn is starting 
to sense this could be a special 
weekend. 

So is her family. 
Five of Vonn’s closest relatives 

are flying in to Italy in hopes of 
seeing Vonn match or possibly 
break Annemarie Moser-Proell’s 
all-time World Cup wins record. 

While boyfriend Tiger Woods 
isn’t making the trip, Vonn’s fa-
ther, her step mom, her mother, 
her step dad and her younger sis-
ter Laura will all be on hand when 
the racing begins Friday with a 
downhill — Vonn’s specialty. 

Another downhill is scheduled 
for Saturday, followed by a su-
per-G on Sunday. 

“So it will be a lot of people 
and hopefully a good weekend,” 
Vonn said after leading the only 
training session Thursday by 0.12 
seconds ahead of American team-
mate Julia Mancuso. 

It could also be emotional con-
sidering her repaired relationship 
with her father, Alan Kildow, who 
taught her to ski but from whom 
she was estranged while married 
to Thomas Vonn. 

On a course where she has 
already won seven times, Vonn 
needs one victory to match Aus-
trian great Moser-Proell’s 62 wins 
set between 1970 and 1980. 

‘MY EUROPEAN LAKE LOUISE’
“I got my first podium here and 

I have a really good understand-
ing of the hill,” Vonn said. “It’s like 
my European Lake Louise. I’m 
hoping for some more great mem-
ories this weekend.” 

Vonn has won 15 races in Lake 

Louise, Alberta, which is clearly 
her favorite slope. But Cortina is 
next on the list. 

Besides her seven wins on the 
Olympia delle Tofane course, 
Vonn also has seven podium fin-
ishes, including her career first in 
2004. 

But the slope this year is dif-
ferent from past seasons. With 
so little snow having fallen in the 
Dolomites Range, the Tofane’s 
terrain and jumps stand out more 
than usual. 

‘LOOKING FORWARD’
“I skied pretty well today but I 

know I can ski better for the race 
tomorrow,” said Vonn, who stood 
up out of her tuck at the end of 
her training run. “I was a little bit 
intimidated by all the jumps and 
the air that were in the course 
today. But despite that I think I 
skied solid and I’m really looking 
forward to tomorrow.” 

Friday’s race was originally 
scheduled for Bad Kleinkircheim, 
Austria, last weekend, but was 
postponed due to difficult weather 
conditions. 

“I’m really happy we have three 
races here,” Vonn said. “It gives 
me chances to get a few more 
wins, so we’ll see.” 

But heavy snow is forecast for 
the weekend, which could affect 
the schedule. 

“I hope the weather will keep us 
surprised and happy this week-
end,” said overall World Cup 
leader Tina Maze of Slovenia, who 
was third in training, 0.18 behind 
Vonn. 

Maze, the only other skier be-
sides Vonn to win a downhill this 
season, will likely be the Amer-
ican’s top challenger. She won 
one of the two downhills here 
last season while Vonn was out 
recuperating from a series of knee 
injuries. 

After initially tearing up her 
right knee in a crash at the 2013 
world championships in Schlad-
ming, Austria, Vonn re-injured 
herself last season in France as 
she was attempting to return for 
the Sochi Olympics, which she 
ended up missing. 

“My mom is actually coming 
here with her ticket for Sochi 
that she exchanged,” Vonn said. 
“I think she was one of the only 
people that bought that trip 
insurance that you can buy on 
Expedia.” 

Vonn clearly wants to make it a 
worthwhile trip — for her family, 
her support team, her fans, and 
for herself. 

“I’m just going to try to ski my 
best,” she said. “And we’ll see what 
happens.” 

By Andrew Dampf
AP Sports Writer

One win ties the mark

Vail’s Lindsey Vonn will chase ski racing history this weekend in Cortina, Italy. Vonn needs one victory to 
match Austrian great Annemarie Moser-Proell’s 62 wins set between 1970 and 1980. 
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Lindsey Vonn looks for speed during a downhill training session in 
Cortina, Italy, on Thursday.
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Here are the marching orders for preps teams

We are going to be signing off 
from prep sports after 
this weekend, so it’s 
time for some march-
ing orders for our local 
squads:

GIRLS HOOPS
 ■ I am psyched about 

girls basketball. Yes, I 
just said that. The Vail 
Christian ladies lost a 
tough one in Soroco, 
but that happens. Soro-
co is just a tough place to play and 
bad things happen. (Saints boys 
coach Sheldon Kuhns can tell you 

a few …)
This bunch is exciting to watch, 

and I will miss watching Doug 
Bruce’s crew as we do coverage of 
the FIS Alpine World Ski Cham-

pionships. It’s not just 
Jessie Raitt, though, 
holy cow, she’s a fresh-
man point guard who’s 
going nuts in a good 
way.

The Saints have a very 
solid crew of players 
who got varsity experi-
ence at a young age in 
Jessie Hartley, Remy 
Beveridge, Coco Span-
gler and Canyon Baker. 

Kass Baker and Brittney Bossow 
also have come in and the Saints 
have options.

(By the way, a Saints team isn’t 
a Saints team without at least one 
Baker or an Ellsworth. This is 
kind of like ye olden days with the 
Parkers, people.)

This team is young and will 
have their ups and downs. That’s 
to be expected. Senior Night this 
year is going to be kind of brief. 
The key for this group will be the 
ability to learn from the down 
moments and improve from 
them. 

 ■  Vail Christian’s ladies scored 
69 points in last weekend’s win 
against West Grand, which got me 
to thinking, “What’s the record?” 
The most points the Lady Saints 
have scored in searching through 
the archives was a 65-54 win 
over Ouray in the now defunct 

1A Mountain League on Jan. 13, 
2007. I remember that simply 
because we ran the headline 
“Hooray: Lady Saints beat Ouray.” 
I was very proud of that headline.

 ■ Continuing with girls hoops, 
Eagle Valley. You can play with 
every team in the league. You’ve 
got size. You’ve got a really an-
noying guard. (Mariel Gutierrez, 
you’re annoying in a really good 
way.) You can play defense. You 
can run.  

Yes, it is Jan. 16, and you’re 
playing Rifle today. I know this, 
but we’ve got to talk about Feb-
ruary. Your goal is to finish the 
season, as opposed to staggering 
into the regional tournament.

February has not been good 
(5-17 the last two years). That has 

to change. Don’t send me grumpy 
emails, fans. Coach Sam Bartlett 
knows this, too, very well. He was 
going to be bringing it up as well.

You need to finish what you 
start. I want to see you ladies 
marching into the regional tour-
nament when I get back from 
Worlds.

 ■ Battle Mountain, you’re start-
ing to get it. Make coach Vinny 
Cisneros say “Boo-yah” over and 
over. That’ll be a good sign.

BOYS HOOPS
 ■ I am most intrigued by Eagle 

Valley of the three teams. Yep, the 
team with the 1-whatever record. 
When Glenwood came to town, 

Yes, I’m excited about 
girls basketball

Chris Freud
On Preps
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