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My ordeal over 
‘flashing’ slurs 

by HAYDEN SMITHA BUILDER falsely accused of being a 
sex offender spoke of his ‘living night-
mare’ yesterday as his vindictive accus-
ers were locked up.

Jason McCue was arrested and 
charged after 18-year-olds Lucie 
Rhimes and Ella Cooper claimed he 
had ‘flashed’ at them in the street.

The 34-year-old was facing up to two 
years in prison and suffered a mental 
breakdown as the lies left him feeling 
‘embarrassed and ashamed for some-
thing I’ve not even done’. His seven-
month ordeal ended when Rhimes con-

fessed to her father that she and Cooper, 
of Preston, had made up the story. 

They wanted to hurt McCue, also of 
Preston, following a dispute between 
him and Cooper’s family. The victim 
said: ‘These girls may have thought it 
was some kind of a joke but things got 
well and truly out of control.’

Cooper and Rhimes, of Chorley,  
admitted perverting the course of  
justice and were each sentenced to eight 
months jail by Preston crown court.
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