
Vail Valley qualifies 10 skiers 
to junior freeride competition

Whistler/Blackomb, British Columbia, 
played host to this year’s International 
Freeskiers & Snowboarders Association 
North American Junior Freeride Cham-
pionships last week. The top 160 freeride 
athletes in North America ages 12-18 were 
invited to compete in this event, based on 
their national and regional rankings.

The following Ski & Snowboard Club 
Vail big mountain athletes qualified for 
the championships, with nine of them 
making the trip to Whistler: Finn Anders-
son, Alexandra Carey, Rachel Cocchiarella, 
Jordan Glendining, Tait Hargreaves, Liam 
Mattison, Scout Mattison, Kevin Nichols, 
Austin Obourn and Colin Suszynski. 

“I am stoked for the ten athletes who 
qualified for this championship event, 

nine of whom traveled to Whistler to 
compete. Each and every one of them had 
an amazing winter with several of them 
logging multiple podiums finishes during 
the regular season, earning the points 
needed to be invited to this coveted event. 
These nine athletes dug deep in Whis-
tler to compete against this tough field of 
competitors on some rugged terrain. The 
depth of the team is also evident ranging 
in age from 14-17,” Nick Whittemore, head 
big mountain coach for Ski & Snowboard 
Club Vail, said.  

The championships culminated with 
overall awards for season long performanc-
es with Obourn taking fourth place overall 
in the 12-14 age category for the girls and 
Kevin Nichols taking fifth place overall in 
the 15-18 age category for the boys.

For a complete list of results, go to www.
freeskiers.org.
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Rams grab No. 1 overall pick

OXNARD, Calif. — The Rams are tired 
of waiting to get a franchise quarterback, 
and they want to make a splash in their 
return to Los Angeles. 

So after waiting a day out of respect for 
Kobe Bryant, they went all in on one of the 
biggest trades in NFL draft history. 

The Rams acquired the No. 1 overall pick 
from the Tennessee Titans, giving up six 
draft picks over the next two seasons in 
exchange for three choices. 

General manager Les Snead and coach 
Jeff Fisher left little doubt the Rams will 
choose a quarterback with the top pick, 
hoping to end years of frustration at the 
most important position in football. 

“This is a fun time, an exciting time,” 
Fisher said Thursday at the team’s tempo-
rary Southern California headquarters. “We 
still have work to do, (but) we’re going to 
get the right guy, and everybody is going to 
like him, and we’re going to go out and win 
some games.” 

Los Angeles has already held private 
workouts with California’s Jared Goff 
and North Dakota State’s Carson Wentz, 

generally considered the top two quarter-
back prospects in the field. Although Snead 
confirmed the Rams won’t reveal their 
pick before draft night, the GM is clearly 
thrilled by the chance to add a potential 
franchise passer to an all-around solid ros-
ter lacking a centerpiece. 

“We do have a few players in mind,” 
Snead said with a grin. “There will be 
suspense leading all the way up. ... There’s 
not enough (quarterbacks) on the plan-
et to feed 32 NFL teams, so that is the 
challenge.” 

In the first NFL trade involving the top 
overall pick since 2004, the Rams also ac-
quired Tennessee’s choices in the fourth and 
sixth rounds. In exchange, the Titans got 
the 15th overall pick from Los Angeles along 
with two second-round selections and a 
third-round pick in this draft, along with the 
Rams’ first- and third-round picks in 2017. 

That’s an extraordinary commitment of 
future resources, but the Rams are weary 
of waiting. They’ve missed the playoffs in 11 
straight seasons, and haven’t finished with 
a winning record since 2003. 

“Historically, no one has done this,” Fish-
er said. “Both Tennessee and we realize that 
no one has gone from 1 to 15.” 

Snead and Fisher ran the deal by Rams 
owner Stan Kroenke, who approved of both 
the bold move and its timing. 

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

Los Angeles is on the clock

Los Angeles Rams head coach Jeff Fisher responds to a question during a NFL football 
news conference in Manhattan Beach, California. The Tennessee Titans have agreed to 
trade the top overall pick in this month’s NFL draft to the Los Angeles Rams. The Titans 
announced the deal Thursday morning.
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DAILY SPECIALS!

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

2-5pm:  $2 DRAFTS!!

Crepe + Coffee 
Bowl + Coffee 
Crepe + Smoothie 
Crepe + Juicetail 
Bellinis 

13
13
18
19
8

For Information & Reservations call 970-945-0667 • yampahspa.com
Spa Open 9-9 Salon Open  9-7 • One Block East of the Hot Springs Pool

It’s Our Monthly Special
How Sweet It Is!

Visiting? Need to freshen up? 
Complete AVEDA Salon
Open 7 Days a Week 9-7

Pink Sugar Body Scrub,
 Back, Neck, Shoulder  

Massage, Private Mineral  
Bath and a Day Pass to the  

Historic Underground Vapor Caves  
“It’s a Day at the Spa”  $125

SPRING 
 INTO SPA 

ENJOY THESE  
SPRING SPECIALS 

$125 
50 minute Massage 

or 
50 Minute Ginseng Facial 

or 
20% off all other services  

  One Vail Road   l   Vail, Colorado 81657 
   970-477-8630   l   fourseasons.com/vail 

 
Valid through May 31, 2016. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers or discounts. 
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