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Immigrants hit 
hardest by foreign 
service strike: Data

PRETTY WOMAN SHINES
A glowing Julia Roberts and her co-star Dermot Mulroney arrive at the August: Osage County premiere on 

Monday at Roy Thomson Hall. The Oscar buzz for this comedy-drama based on Tracy Letts’ play — and also 

starring Meryl Streep — is already huge. More TIFF coverage, pages 18 & 20. JASON MERRITT/GETTY IMAGES

Permanent-residency appli-
cants appear to be taking the 
biggest hit from ongoing job ac-
tion by foreign-affairs officers, 
prompting concerns about 
whether Ottawa’s 2013 immi-
gration target can be met.

According to government 
data obtained by the Torstar 
News Service, the number of 
immigrant visas granted from 
May to July of this year has 
dropped 7.5 per cent, to 60,416 
individuals. That compares to 
65,255 in the same period last 
year and marks a whopping 22 
per cent drop from the same 
three-month period in 2010.

The numbers appear to 
bolster claims by the foreign-
service workers’ union that 
staff are being diverted to pro-
cess temporary-resident visa 
applications at the expense 
of permanent-resident files, 
which the government denies.

“The processing of perma-

nent-resident visas has been 
ground to a standstill at a num-
ber of (visa) sections we tar-
geted,” said Timothy Edwards, 
president of the Professional 
Association of Foreign Services 
Officers (PAFSO), whose mem-
bers have implemented rotat-
ing strikes and work-to-rule at 
busy visa posts.

Since PAFSO began its job 
action in April, the number 
of temporary visas issued to 
foreign visitors, students and 
workers from its top-10 coun-
tries has actually risen by 11 
per cent to 296,531, from the 
same time in 2012.

Ottawa has been under tre-
mendous pressure from the 
tourism industry, universities 
and colleges, and employers 
to ensure that Canada’s tour-
ism industry and international 
education sector would not be 
affected by the labour dispute. 
TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE

Labour dispute. Visas 
for newcomers are 
down, while temporary 
visas for tourists and 
students are up
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