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Students win 
£3,000 for 
elite teaching 
programme
BUDDING engineers on the Isle of Dogs 
will be pursuing their passion for the 
industry after being selected for an 
Elite Engineering Programme.

The privately funded initiative has 
pinpointed George Green’s School as 
one of 25 across the country to receive 
free Lego Mindstorms Education EV3 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths (Stem) resources, worth £3,000.

Year 12 IBCC student Craig Lockyer 
filmed and edited the Manchester 
Road school’s application, which 
decision-makers believed stood out 
from the crowd.

He said: “I’m proud and happy that 
the film was so well received and am 
looking forward to helping out with 
the science club.”

Headteacher Jill Baker said: “This is 
fantastic news. 

“We’re all really proud of our 
students and their efforts and to Craig 
for making such an amazing video. 
This is another example of George 
Green’s striving for excellence.”

The Lego-sponsored resources will 

UEL engineer 
paves the 
way for next 
generation
Prof determined to 
give teenage girls the 
right opportunities
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New head keen to start work
SECONDARY school 
education will top the New 
Year agenda for a Newham 
community.

After the Oasis Academy 
Silvertown was given the 
thumbs-up to open its 
doors as a free school this 
September, discussions to 
secure a suitable site are 
now in progress.

The first round of admis-
sions for 120 Year Seven 
pupils has been completed 

and Charles Claxton, 
newly appointed principal 
designate, declared his 
mission was to ensure an 
“outstanding education 
from day one”.

Mr Claxton, former 
deputy head at George 
Green’s on the Isle of Dogs, 
said: “My first job will be 
to plan a curriculum that 
delivers really exciting, 
engaging and inspiring 
learning opportunities.

“One of my priorities is to 
ensure that the curriculum 
delivers not only a world-
class education but also 
that our children develop 
the skills to take their place 
as global citizens.”

Mr Claxton added he had 
begun to meet business 
leaders keen to help, as 
well as making contacts 
with local primary schools.
Go to oasisacademy
silvertown.org.

Prof Phebe Mann says number of girls taking engineering courses is low

“The number of girls coming in at 
our degree courses is still very low. It’s 
about 10-15 per cent.

“Even in the medicine field there are 
45 to 50 per cent of females – we haven’t 
got that number for engineering.

“Career masters or mistresses in a 
lot of schools don’t encourage girls to 
do things like physics or maths. They 
may do very well at GCSE, but they are 
not going to continue.

next crop of east London’s graduates, 
Dr Mann strives to spark interest in the 
sector among GCSE-level schoolgirls 
in her work as a Science Technology 
Engineering and Mathematics (Stem) 
Ambassador and Talent2030 Hero.

And it is this dedication to 
inspiring young people – in particular 
teenage girls – as well as encour-
aging employers to be more “female 
friendly” that has seen her awarded 
an Honorary Fellowship of Bradford 
College.

The establishment described the 
Reading-based academic as “a potent 
role model for women in science and 
engineering”.

“I was really humbled by that,” Dr 
Mann told The Wharf, after collecting 
her title.

“Hopefully it will inspire people. 
That’s the most important thing.

A
s the only woman in the UK 
to hold five professional 
engineering qualifications 
concurrently, Dr Phebe Mann 

already stands out from the academic 
pack.

But for the senior lecturer in civil 
engineering at the University of East 
London (UEL), her career is about a lot 
more than life in the classroom.

Juggling her post, educating the 

“But we can’t let it fall to one person 
to do everything. Children should start 
learning the subjects much earlier – 
in primary school – and if they feel 
inspired to become engineers and feel 
proud of it, they will push ahead.”

Dr Mann’s record sees her qualified 
as a chartered civil engineer, chartered 
surveyor, chartered builder, member of 
the Chartered Institute Of Arbitrators 
and a European Engineer.

She believes her own personal 
achievements and qualifications will 
inspire her students – although life 
in the lecture theatre was never her 
original plan.

After civil engineering construction 
projects for the City of Westminster 
Council, Cambridge County Council 
and Atkins she was drawn to 
academia.

Following a lecturing stint on her 
home patch of Reading, she started 
at UEL in September 2010, focussing 
on teaching highways and transpor-
tation and construction law, as well as 
civil engineering.

“Most of the students come out from 
the degree and can find a job within a 
short time,” she said.

“We are training good people and 
our school has been putting a lot of 
effort into training young engineers.

“And just before the Olympics, there 
was a lot of regeneration throughout 
the east London area, and the region 
is now pushing to build on that devel-
opment. There are more engineering 
and construction opportunities here 
than there were before.”

EDUCATION

■ A report 
published 
by the Royal 
Academy of 
Engineering 
revealed the 
UK needs 
to increase 
the number 
of Stem 
graduates by 
around 50 per 
cent each year, 
with 100,000 
graduates 
needed 
each year to 
maintain the 
status quo.
■  The 
Women’s 
Engineering 
Society is 
holding its first 
ever National 
Women In 
Engineering 
Day in June

be used by pupils in Key Stage Three, 
while teachers will also benefit from 
training to understand how to use the 
products as part of the Stem National 
Curriculum.

Students will also be able to 
showcase their skills by building 
programmable robots to compete in 
regional and national contests.

Gareth Boldsworth, director of Lego 
Education Europe, which has provided 
funding for the programme, said: 
“We’re keen to make Lego Mindstorms 
Education EV3 available to young 
people who might not otherwise get 
the opportunity to discover that they 
have a real flair for engineering.

“For the EEP pilot we were looking 
for schools that would work hard to 
make the pilot a success but currently 
lacked resources.”
Beth Allcock

George Green’s students with 
science club teacher Dr Nicola Glen
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