
As a sports enthusiast her-
self, she said she appreciated
how much Mr. Shepherd has
done over the years to support
youth and the community,
since she settled here 65 years
ago.

“It’s a big loss,” she said. “He
was a fine man.”

Mr. Shepherd coached two
of her sons when they played

minor hockey.
Mrs. Morris contributed to

the book Glengarry Gardens,
which was released in  2012.
Mr. Shepherd was also on the
committee for the book.

“Gary was the commissioner
for sport, for hockey in our
eyes,” she said. “He coached
for many years and he was
community minded. He vol-
unteered, and his dad was
involved in getting the
Glengarry Gardens (arena
rebuilt). So (that commitment)
was in the family. 

“Gary was a very dedicated

volunteer and advisor,” she
added. “He was great with
young people. You admired
his way. His manner was quiet
but very smart.” 

Trusted friend and colleague
Maxville resident George

Currier recalls being on coun-
cil with Mr. Shepherd for
about 12 years, after the amal-
gamation to form the
Township of North Glengarry,
and appreciated his hard
work. He said they also used
to play broomball together
when they were younger. He
is proud to have called Mr.

Shepherd a good friend over
the many years he has known
him.

“Gary and I got along
extremely well - both in sports
and at municipal council,” said
Mr. Currier.

He said one project Mr.
Shepherd was proud to be
involved with was getting the
Sandfield Centre at Island
Park built. The building serves
as council chambers and also
has a space for a youth centre. 

“It meant a lot because it was
our municipal building but
also a recreational spot too,”

said Mr. Currier.
“Gary was a good friend and

he always had a joke to tell
you when we met,” added Mr.
Currier. “He seemed to be
always happy go lucky - a very
good fellow to know.”  

Passion for politics
Dalkeith fiddler Ian

MacLeod, 54, remembers visit-
ing Mr. Shepherd’s sports shop
- Shepherd Motors - on Main
Street often over the years. 

He recalls the store as a good
place to catch up on the news. 

“He was always interested in
politics,” Mr. MacLeod said.

“That would be part of the
conversation when you go into
the store.”

The sporting goods shop
later moved to the Shepherd
Motors building also on Main
Street where Loiselle Sports is
now located. Mr. Shepherd
took over Shepherd Motors
when his father died in 1967
and later retired from the busi-
ness in 2010. His younger
brother Rodney came on board
in 1976.    

“As a sports person, you go
(to his shop) to get your sports
stuff. I bought my first Ski-Doo

there from Gary too,” Mr.
MacLeod said. 

Since meeting Mr. Shepherd
from the time he was a school-
boy, Mr. MacLeod has great
regard for him. He especially
appreciates how Mr. Shepherd
would drive the school bus to
help rural children get to
school.

Mr. Shepherd drove the bus

for his father’s firm Shepherd
Bus Lines both to Laggan
Public School and Glengarry
District High School since he
was 16 years old. 

“He was a good person and
very easy going,” Mr.
MacLeod added. “It was very
sad to hear the news. He was
always a community person
for sure.”
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Compare
apples to
apples...

Litre for litre, heating oil has over 50% MORE HEAT
than propane. Oil has 36,207 BTU per litre. A litre of
propane has only 23,980 BTUs.

Modern oil furnaces are now up to 96% efficient. In fact,
they waste so little heat, you don’t even need a chimney.

And our new generation of fibreglass oil tanks offer you long-
term peace of mind. Each indoor/outdoor tank comes with a
30-year limited warranty and $5 million of liability insurance.

1
2
3

To get more information about
today’s ultra high efficiency
oil heating systems, call

Alexandria/Maxville
   613 527-2100

and it’s
amazing
how today’s
oil heating
stacks up.

Here are three facts you may
want to keep in mind when looking
at your home heating options...

www.macewen.ca

Sunday, April 14th • 2:30 pm 
Open the door to a new way of living!
Join us at any Chartwell retirement residence for our Swing into 
Spring Open House and experience retirement living at its best.

Delicious desserts • personal tours  
musical entertainment (McConnell Chamber Players)  
complimentary refreshments • and so much more!

Discover why we’re known for  
making people’s lives BETTER.

McConnell Manor 
Retirement Residence
801 4th Street East, Cornwall

Call 613-933-3887

CHARTwell.COM

This week’s Crossword: This week’s Sudoku:

3 4 1 2 7 9 6 5 8

9 5 8 3 1 6 7 4 2

7 2 6 4 5 8 3 1 9

2 7 9 5 3 4 1 8 6

6 3 5 1 8 7 2 9 4

1 8 4 9 6 2 5 7 3

5 9 3 6 4 1 8 2 7

8 6 2 7 9 5 4 3 1

4 1 7 8 2 3 9 6 5

Puzzle answers:

Michael Berk of Spencerville
is a passionate history buff,
especially of the War of 1812.
He is marching with the sol-
diers and the flag from

Bainsville to Kingston to raise
awareness of the various his-
torical events that happened in
the St. Lawrence region. He is
also raising money for

Spencerville Mill’s Heritage
Fair and the living history that
it promotes.

“I’ve read the journals of
John LeCouteur and the

Winter March of the 104th
Regiment,” he said. “It was a
really heroic feat that the men
accomplished.

The majority of them were

Loyalists, and they participated
in great numbers. We cannot
forget what they have done for
us.”

Shepherd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Trek
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

BY ANGELA BROWN
News Staff

North Glengarry council will soon
need to decide how to fill an open seat
left vacant by Councillor-at-large Gary
Shepherd, who died April 3 as a result
of complications related to heart sur-
gery. He had been on council since
1991.

North Glengarry CAO Daniel
Gagnon says council has the next two
meetings to deal with the matter, and
that a decision could be made at the
April 22 meeting. The meeting slated
for April 8 was cancelled. 

“What they do is declare the seat
vacant,” said Mr. Gagnon. “They have
60 days from that declaration to
decide whether it is going to be an
appointment or a by-election to fill the
seat.”

The CAO noted council may follow
the process it used in February of 2012
when it appointed Jacques Massie to
the Alexandria Ward councillor seat
after it advertised the position.

Alternately, council could decide to
call a by-election.

Mr. Gagnon says the Municipal Act
has a prescribed procedure should
council opt for another appointment.

“It’s council’s call. They can ...
appoint someone from the general
public, as long as that person is a qual-
ified elector in North Glengarry. They
can’t parachute someone in ... It has to
be someone who is a qualified elector,
and simply appoint that person, as
long as the person consents.”

The last time a seat was left vacant
on council was when Grant Crack was
elected as MPP.

The position for the Alexandria
Ward councillor needed to be filled
after Mr. Crack, who was at that time
the mayor of the Township of North
Glengarry, ran for provincial office
and became MPP in October 2011.

“Then, there was a by-election for
the position of mayor ...,” said Mr.
Gagnon. “The deputy mayor, of
course, Chris McDonell won the seat
as mayor, which meant that the
deputy position of mayor became
vacant.”

As a result, council appointed Jamie
MacDonald to that position. The rip-
ple effect of all these shifts meant that
when Mr. MacDonald became deputy
mayor in the end, he left his seat in
the Alexandria Ward vacant.

At that time council decided to fill

this seat by seeking out individuals
who provided a written expression of
interest in the position.

Council selected Mr. Massie from
the applicants and appointed him to
the position on council. He was
appointed for the rest of the term of
this council.

Mr. Gagnon noted council would
need to fill the position rather soon,
since the next municipal election isn’t
until 2014, and the seat could not be
left vacant that long.

Mr. Gagnon also expressed his sym-
pathies to Mr. Shepherd’s family at
the sudden loss.

“We have our flags at half-mast
today at the municipal building,” he
said Thursday.

“He will definitely be missed at
council table. He was a hard-working
councillor, very diligent. He was quite
keen in looking out for the taxpayer,
and accountability. Customer service
was always strong for him, and the
need for that. He is certainly going to
be missed by council. He was a strong
councillor,” said Mr. Gagnon.

Mr. Gagnon said council will next
need to work on the process of filling
the position on council.

Decision looming for North Glengarry
on replacing departed councillor

CHURCH ON THE HILL: Community residents gathered at Alexandria United Church on Tuesday for the funeral of long-serving coun-
cillor Gary Shepherd. Mr. Shepherd died on April 3 at the age of 68. ANGELA BROWN PHOTO


