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We live in a democracy, don’t we?

In the ongoing fight over the proposed 
Bala hydroelectric project, it appears that 
the rhetoric is not limited to the Save the 
Bala Falls group. In the latest salvo from 
those supporting the project, it is sug-
gested that the protest signs are ruining 
the town and scaring away visitors. 

Those evil signs! Why are there so many 
of them? Well, it should be obvious, but 
for those who cannot figure it out, it is 
because most residents are against the 
idea. 

The media would have us believe that 
the town is more evenly divided over 
this issue — far from it! If residents were 
allowed to vote on this, the project would 
be scrapped and the signs could come 
down. Dan Goforth hits the nail on the 
head without realizing it, as the town is 
indeed in trouble.

Let’s look at this project for what it 
is. Pull aside the green energy veil and 
you will see that this project is all about 
money. The Ontario Liberals have made 
a sweet deal with Swift River Energy Ltd, 
and sold out the town in the process. If 
you think the signs are ugly, just wait for 
the construction to begin. SREL estimates 
18 months to complete the plant, do you 
not think that this might have negative 
effects regarding visitors? 

Another term that is widely used lately 
is “run of the river,” even though SREL 
admits that the dam will be cycled, but 
only during “low flow” periods. I expect 
they would cycle the dam anytime that 
it is to their advantage. One cycle would 
affect Lake Muskoka’s water level by one 
inch, while having no noticeable affect on 
the Moon River, SREL claims. One inch 

of lake level translates into roughly three 
million cubic metres of water that will 
be held back, then released into the river 
daily. Won’t even feel it, they say. Is this 
really the company we want blowing up 
the heart of our town?

I might support such a project if it were 
an investment in the township’s future, 
not simply a cash cow for a private com-
pany. I have yet to hear anything from 
the supporters of the plan as to why they 
think it is a good idea. Just shut up and 
let it happen seems to be their message. 
Negotiating with SREL is pointless — 
their intentions are clear. It is time for 
Premier Wynne to actually listen to the 
residents of this area. After all, we live in 
a democracy, don’t we? 

Len Todd,
Bala

This letter was written to Premier 
Kathleen Wynne and copied to this news-
paper

“Abuse of power. Wynne government 
defaces heritage Muskoka tourist attrac-
tion.” 

I doubt this headline would please you. 
It shouldn’t. But unless you cancel the 
power plant contract, Wynne’s folly will 
be built in the middle of scenic Bala as 
a monument to your Liberal govern-
ment’s bad judgment and your indiffer-
ence to the issue. Your courteous but 
dismissive Oct. 10 reply to my objections 
passed the buck. The minister of natural 
resources is straitjacketed by McGuinty’s 
discredited and now obsolete energy plan. 
The demand/supply picture has changed 
since 2004. Minister Orazietti will not 
cancel this dated plant proposal unless 
you endorse the decision. The decision is 
clearly purely political. The original siting 
was obviously a bad choice.

The penalty for breaking the develop-
er’s contract could be tens of millions. 
The offsetting saving approaching $100 
million in subsidies over 40 years would 

be a hard sell. It is not visible. But the 
cancellation of an offensive powerplant 
in a Conservative riding has good optics. 
And it would prove your commitment 
to increased consultation with commun-
ities before inflicting windmills or hydro 
plants on them. The Bala Falls, listed 
by Heritage Canada in its Top 10 Most 
Endangered Places, can still be reprieved.

I applaud your efforts to increase open-
ness, transparency, accountability and 
trust in your government. So, as a longtime 
resident in your riding and in Muskoka, I 
am sharing this plea to your integrity, 
compassion and good judgment, with a 
wide audience: leaders of the opposition, 
MPs and MPPs, national and local news-
papers, mayors and other community 
leaders in both ridings. With 36 Liberal 
panels currently touring Ontario to take 
the collective pulse, and all these initiati-
tives to “do government differently,” this 
crass imposition of an unwanted Green 
Energy plan remnant on the landmark 
Bala Falls right in the middle of one of 
Muskoka’s prettiest small towns should 
stand out like a sore thumb. It should 

emerge as a “cause célèbre.” The plant 
won’t even earn its keep. It needs heavy 
feed-in tariff subsidies to be built and run. 
Its meagre four-megawatt output can’t 
even match two modern windmills. It 
fails the most casual cost/benefit analysis. 
It cannot impact the closing of an 1,150-
MW coal plant behemoth like Lakeview. 
This is just a political Big Lie. 

The concrete powerhouse bunker will 
blight the Muskoka landscape. It is locat-
ed next to a swimming and diving area. 
It creates a safety issue. The township 
elected a mayor and council to stop it. 
There is nervous and unhappy anticipa-
tion of the two- to three-year takeover 
by the construction crews: the blasting, 
destruction of mature trees, heavy truck 
traffic and road blockages. 

Cancelling the Bala power plant would 
demonstrate the courage of your convic-
tions in doing government differently. 
Politics is not a spectator sport. Not 
when you’re the premier. Please rescue 
Bala and Muskoka from this unwelcome 
intrusion.

Tim McDonald, Muskoka Lakes

Most residents against hydro project
Municipal 

elections one 
year away

Reader takes Kathleen Wynne to task

We are now one year from the time when we 
choose those who will govern Muskoka. We 
appear to be willing to continue with the cur-
rent system and it is worth looking at the logic 
of that. 

We in Muskoka pay for 52 politicians to pro-
vide municipal governance. Hamilton with close 
to one half million residents pay 17, Barrie with 
a similar population to ours pay 11. 

The reluctance to improve this is even stran-
ger when you look at what we are currently 
doing. We have an umbrella government, “One 
Muskoka,” that serves us for police, ambulance, 
social services, waste management, water and 
sewer, and many main roads. We have recog-
nized the benefit of having one governance for 
these services and we all recognize how well we 
are served in these areas. 

The reason we continue with this expensive 
two-tier system then appears to be to continue 
with seven finance departments to continue a 
financial system established to serve Muskoka 
in 1972. The changes that have occurred in the 
intervening 40 years certainly make me wonder 
at this decision.

We use seven governing bodies as well for 
planning. Now it may be amusing that we have 
bylaws that allow one side of the road to have a 
different decision than the other. We may find it 
amusing that Lake Muskoka is divided for plan-
ning purposes, but it is difficult to believe that 
this encourages economic development. 

It should be a benefit to our hardworking vol-
unteer firefighters to streamline the leadership 
that supports them.

Studies have shown that Muskoka could be 
better. We could be governing at lower cost. 
We could be governing more effectively and 
efficiently.

It is human nature to be afraid of change but 
surely we need to realize that the current system 
is not doing what is best for this magnificent 
area. We often hear that the concept of One 
Muskoka would be a good idea, but it will never 
happen. I will continue to hope that we will see 
municipal candidates with a vision of a greater 
Muskoka.

During this term of office there has been rec-
ognition by some district councillors of the need 
for change and improvement. Some have seen 
the weaknesses and inequities in the current sys-
tem. Hopefully some of those who have worked 
to bring about improvements this term will see 
a greater opportunity next time.

With all the evidence provided during the 
past and well reinforced this term, it would be 
unfortunate if, when we go to vote in less than 
a year, we are proving Albert Einstein’s theory 
that insanity is doing the same thing over and 
over and expecting different results. 

Muskoka deserves every opportunity to be better.

Re: Swift River tackles Bala Falls safety concerns, Gravenhurst 
Banner, Oct. 24, 2013

I was at that particular township council meeting and can 
assure you the proponent did not tackle any safety concerns 
about their proposed hydro-electric generating station at the 
Bala Falls. In fact, the proponent avoided and dismissed the 
issue by saying that people never should have been in the water 
there in the past, and so they should not be there in the future.

We are all well aware of the terribly tragic drownings down-
stream of the Bala Falls in 2009. Unfortunately, people have 
drowned in backyard swimming pools as well, but nobody is 
suggesting people shouldn’t be in swimming pools. People have 
drowned on canoe trips too, why even driving is dangerous. 
Does the proponent have advice for us on these activities as 
well?

The fact is for over 100 years, families and other visitors have 

played in the water at the base of the Bala North Falls. It is an 
accessible and public place in Bala which is important to the 
area’s economy and cultural heritage. But the proponent’s pro-
posed project would bring the fast water, which usually enters 
the Moon River through the Bala South Channel, 250 feet closer 
to the base of the Bala North Falls. This treacherously turbulent 
water would then be within a few feet of the in-water recrea-
tional area.

We would also like to respond to comments about some 
articles posted on our website SaveTheBalaFalls.com. Indeed 
these articles are extremely strongly worded, but the situation 
requires this; ignoring reality and the truth won’t serve the pub-
lic’s interests. Direct language is needed, not misleading state-
ments that avoid the truth.

Mitchell Shnier, Bala, 
on behalf of SaveTheBalaFalls.com 
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