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BESPOKE 
BURGERS

Jenny Conlon enjoys tailor-made burgers in Battersea

e visited Ben’s Canteen in Battersea, an Australian-inspired 
burger and cocktail hotspot, on a Wednesday evening but there
 was certainly a vibrant weekend buzz about the place. 

Described by owner, Ben Walton, as “an alternative to the pub”, Ben’s 
Canteen slotted effortlessly into the Battersea social scene and is now 
a popular meeting place. The interior is funky and cool. with dim lighting 
with neon accents – it could easily be mistaken for a Soho eatery. We took 
our place in the heart, at one of the high-stooled tables opposite the bar. 

To start, we both chose a gin cocktail and the selection available was 
seriously impressive – both Boodles and Scapegrace were on offer – and 
arrived in gorgeous, gigantic cocktail glasses. To begin our feast, we opted 
for the DIY guacamole with tortilla chips. The portions were generous 
and the fresh avocado was served in a pestle and mortar style dish so you 
could mash it up. We also went for the falafels with harissa sauce which 
had a spicy kick to them.  

For the main event, we ordered a trio of mini burgers, a Cheese Burger, 
Posh Fried Chicken and Veggie. Each mini burger was cleverly paired with 
a recommended wine – wine pairing is offered every night after 5pm. 
We also shared the Awesome Veggie Burger – made up of sweet potato, 
spring onion and harissa patty, garlic mayo and pickled red onions. What 
I like about the burgers here is that you can have the burger the way you 
like, so you can replace the bun with Ben’s Canteen slaw.  

I’m never one to shy away from a dessert so we chose to share the 
chocolate and peanut butter brownie served with peanut butter ice-
cream, which was warm on arrival and the ideal shared pudding to end 
the evening. 

Burger connoisseurs won’t be disappointed, and there’s a tempting brunch 
menu too. Look out for their Battersea Power Station branch, coming soon! T&L

 140 St John’s Hill, Battersea, SW11 1SL; www.benscanteen.com
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-   WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS   -

TELL US YOUR FAVOURITE 
RESTAURANTS, PUBS, 
BARS AND RETAILERS

VOTE 
NOW

and enter our prize draw for a chance of winning amazing prizes:

www.timeandleisure.co.uk/foodawards

FOOD & DRINK
AWARDS 7

YEARS
OF LOCAL LIFE

CELEBRATING

 

 q u a l i t y   p r i n t i n g

WIN AN EXCLUSIVE 
COOKERY COURSE & HOTEL STAY

Vote now for your favourites in 
Time & Leisure’s Food & Drink 
Awards 2017 and you could win a 
full-day cookery course and luxury 
stay for two people at five-star Lainston House, a charming 17th century 
country house hotel, near Winchester, Hampshire. 

The cookery school, SEASON, was opened by Exclusive Hotels and 
Venues and is housed in a renovated well house, surrounded by over 63 
acres of beautiful Hampshire parkland. A team of experienced chefs teach 
a range of skills, from the perfect dinner party to a chocolate masterclass. 

Lainston House’s grounds are renowned, with manicured gardens, 
rolling woodland and breathtaking views. Inside the hotel, there are 50 
well-equipped bedrooms and suites, all individually styled and designed 
so that no two are the same. Our winner and guest will enjoy luxury 
accommodation in a Traditional Junior Suite, a bottle of Nyetimber 
English sparkling wine in the room on arrival, a three-course à la carte 
dinner in the hotel’s three AA-Rosette Avenue Restaurant and a full 
English breakfast.  

Vote for your favourite food and drink establishments and tick the box to 
enter our prize draw*  www.timeandleisure.co.uk/foodawards

TIME & LEISURE 
READER OFFER
All readers can save on a SEASON 
cookery course at Lainston House 
with our special offer. You will 
pay £450 per couple for luxury 
accommodation in a Cosy Guest 

Room, a full English breakfast and two places on a full-day cookery class 
of your choice, starting at 9:30am and finishing at 4:30pm – for details 
visit: www.exclusive.co.uk/cookery-school/classes/full-day

In the evening you may choose to dine in The Avenue Restaurant, 
which offers an intimate, elegant setting for dining, with creative, 
thoughtful and tasty menus featuring locally-sourced produce with a 
traceable provenance. Lainston House is perfect for a relaxing stay and 
also provides an ideal base for exploring the area’s many attractions, 
including nearby Winchester. T&L

 For more details or to book, please call 01962 776088, quoting Time & Leisure**
For further information about the hotel and SEASON Cookery School, please visit: 
www.lainstonhouse.com 

*Prize based on two sharing valid for six months from nomination of winner, excluding Christmas, 
New Year and Easter Weekend and subject to availability. **Offer based on two people sharing 
valid until November 30, 2017, subject to availability of accommodation and the cookery school. 
Accommodation upgrades are available for a supplement.

READER COMPETITION

http://www.benscanteen.com

