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Locals head to Junior World Championships

VAIL — Four locals have earned 
invites to compete at this year’s 
FIS Alpine Junior World Ski 
Championships.

Locals Nellie Rose Talbot, Alex 
Leever, Nina O’Brien and Florian 
Szwebel will represent the U.S. in 
Sochi at Junior Worlds starting 
Wednesday and concluding March 
5. The team will look to carry the 
momentum from last year’s Junior 
World Ski Championships and 
build upon solid podiums posted 
by fellow Ski & Snowboard Club 
Vail athlete Paula Moltzan, who 
won gold in slalom, and A.J. Gin-
nis, of Waitsfield, Vermont, who 
took bronze in the slalom. 

The United States Ski and 
Snowboard Association said the 
FIS Alpine World Junior Champi-
onships are a unique opportunity 
for the best 16-20 year-olds of the 
skiing world to compete together, 
and are important competitions 
in the development of future 
World Cup contenders.

Only age eligible (year of birth 
1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999) 
licensed United States Ski and 
Snowboard Association and FIS 
athletes in good standing with a 
valid U.S.A. passport are eligible 
for consideration.

“Congratulations to all the ath-
letes who have earned the right 
to be on this year’s World Junior 
Championships team,” said Chip 
Knight, Alpine Development 

Director at the United States Ski 
and Snowboard Association. “This 
is an experienced group of young 
athletes with some outstanding 
Continental Cup results to their 
names so far this year. As a nation, 
we will be aiming for podium per-
formances and a strong showing 
overall in the Hodler Cup.”

Last year, the team was ninth 
in the standings for the Marc 
Hodler trophy for overall team 
performance.
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Twelve athletes from 
US invited, four are 
from Eagle County 

OLD FASHIONED 
NELLIE

Firefighter Tom Talbot calls ski 
racing a window to the world. 

“If you get the right opportu-
nities, it can take you to some 
incredible places,” he said. 

His daughter, Nellie Talbot, said 
she’ll be honored to be repre-
senting the U.S. in Sochi, Russia, 
at the Junior Worlds.

“I couldn’t have done it without 
the support of my community,” 
she said. 

Earning it “the old fashioned 
way,” as her father put it, Talbot 
raised money and won races 
in between classes at Vail Ski & 
Snowboard Academy to get by 
this competition season. She just 
returned from FIS North America 
Cup races in Lake Placid where 
she podiumed twice. 

Proud that his daughter is now 
able to travel to another new 
location in the world, Tom Talbot 
said she did so by setting small 
goals along the way.

“She’s making her benchmarks 
in what she wanted to do,” he 
said. “She’s skiing fast and mak-
ing podiums, and this is where 
it’s taking her.”

Local Florian Szwebel made headlines last season as “The Boot Skier” who was ejected from both skis 
while forerunning a slalom course but managed to ski away on his boots unharmed. Szwebel is one of 12 
Americans to earn an invite to the Junior Worlds, which take place Wednesday though March 5. 
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Local Nellie Rose Talbot stands 
atop the podium in Whiteface, 
New York, earlier this season. 
Talbot is one of 12 Americans to 
earn an invite to the Junior World 
Championships in Sochi, Russia. 

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY 

Battle Mountain boys fall to Demons in overtime

PALISADE —Glenwood 
Springs’ Cameron Horning is 
graduating this spring.

Honest.
Really.
For sure.
Unfortunately, the Demons 

senior hung around long enough 
to sink Battle Mountain boys 
basketball, 43-38, in overtime on 
Thursday, eliminating the Hus-
kies from the district tournament 
in Palisade and state-tournament 
contention.

“That’s good,” Huskies coach 
Phil Tronsrue said of Horning’s 
departure. “I’m happy.”

Horning is perfectly wonderful 

student athlete. It’s nothing per-
sonal. It’s that the kid dropped 25 
points on the Huskies, including 
six in the overtime frame.

One of the many things that 
burns is this game didn’t go to 
form for the Huskies, who finish 
the season at 11-11. When Battle 
Mountain has fallen behind this 
season, that’s generally been that. 

On Thursday, Horning scored 
the first seven points of the game 
and Glenwood led 25-14 at the 
half, but the Huskies stormed 
back. Battle Mountain used its 
size advantage and took it to the 
Demons in the second half.

“That was what we talked 
about at halftime,” Tronsrue said. 
“Pounding it in and making them 
stop us. We scored or got to the 
free-throw line.”

Battle Mountain outscored 
Glenwood, 17-6 in the third 
quarter as Devin Huffman, Jack 

Skidmore and Demetrius Parrish 
all had buckets. Creek Kamby fin-
ished off the period with a reverse 
layup and a free throw.

The Huskies pulled to within 
two on a Parrish basket at 31-29. 
Glenwood scored the next four 
points — big surprise, Horning 
had them — and appeared to be 
pulling away.

Battle Mountain’s defense 
stiffened and gave the offense 
a chance. Skidmore and Chase 
Keep were both as cool as the 
other side of the pillow, sinking 
four freebies combined. With 39 
seconds left, Skidmore drove to 
the hole and twinkled the twine 
for two to tie it at 35.

Overtime started well with a 
Devin Huffman put-back, and, 
shockingly, Horning answered. 
With 1:19 left, Huffman sank a 
free throw for a 38-37 lead. 

Glenwood’s A.J. Crowley went 

to the line with 1:05 left and sank 
both shots for the lead. Horning 
scored his team’s final four points 
and the Demons lived to play an-
other day.

The tough loss does not take 
away from the improvement the 
Huskies made this season — they 
were 6-14 last winter.

“As I told the guys, the seniors, 
this year’s team laid the founda-
tion,” Tronsrue said. “There are only 
bigger and better things to come.”

RIFLE DEFEATS EAGLE 
VALLEY GIRLS

PALISADE — If you had said to 
Eagle Valley girls basketball coach 
that his Devils had held Rifle to 41 
points in Thursday’s first-round 
district playoff game, then he 
probably would have taken it.

However, the Devils had an 
offensive power outage in a 41-19 
loss to the Bears at Palisade in 

what may or may not be the sea-
son finale for Eagle Valley.

Eagle Valley was already behind 
the 8-ball with Ashley Floyd not 
at full strength after spraining her 
ankle last weekend. She valiantly 
gave it a go, but wasn’t herself.

Toss in that junior Kylie Martin 
picked up three fouls in the first 
quarter and never got in a groove, 
and the Devils struggled.

Eagle Valley (12-8) will hold 
out hope that one of the state’s 
five at-large berths to the state 
tournament might have its name 
on one of them. CHSAA issues the 
bracket on Sunday.

Sports Editor Chris Freud can be 
reached at 970-748-2934, cfreud@
vaildaily.com and @cfreud.
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Horning ends  
Huskies’ season

ON THE WEB
Check out www.vaildaily.com 

for a state wrestling update.


