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It seems to me that 
the criminal element 
in our society is taking 
over. And I don’t say 
that lightly.

Almost every day, 
I hear over the news 
(including our own lo-
cal newspapers) or in 
conversation with local 
citizens about various 
crimes being perpetrated 
around the area, some of 
it in broad daylight. 

And I’m hearing the 
criminals are getting 
ever more bold. We 
heard that at the meet-
ing regarding rural 
crime held at Flatbush 
complex about a month 
ago. There were some 
upset folks there, but so 
far, I don’t know if any 
action has been taken to 
get a broader base of a 
Citizens on Patrol going 
or what.

But the general feel-
ing was, neighbours 
have to start watching 
out for one another, and 
be more aware of any 
suspicious things going 
on around our rural ar-
eas especially. 

That’s a bit hard to 
do, especially at harvest, 
because when conditions 
are good, there’s activity 
almost around the clock. 

And there’s often a fair 
distance from one farm 
residence to another.  

 But to a large extent, 
it seems the victims are 
almost helpless and the 
criminal element knows 
it and uses that to their 
advantage. “No trespass-
ing” signs mean nothing; 
you can’t legally use any 
force to evict them from 
your property or con-
front them should you 
catch them in the act of 
theft unless they attack 
you first.

One couple shared 
the story the other day 
of how their son went 
out to investigate lights 
in his field one evening, 
carrying a baseball bat 
just in case and was 
confronted by a guy who 
claimed his vehicle was 
stuck.

He said all he had in 
his hand was a water 
bottle. Turned out it was 
bear spray and he used 
it on the man.

Theft of property, 
damage to property 
and all the other stupid 
things being done are all 
costly. Even if some of it 
is covered by insurance, 
there’s still that vulner-
able feeling people have 
when their private prop-

erty has been invaded. 
And the sad part is, 

even if the criminal or 
criminals are caught, 
they often get off with 
little more than a slap on 
the wrist. Some smooth 
talking attorney (some-
times paid for by us tax-
payers too, no doubt) will 
get them off easy. 

What’s the answer? 
We somehow need to get 
tougher on the real crim-
inals. Heavier fines or 
more jail time, or maybe 
time to come back to 
the chain gang concept 
— hard labour, maybe 
chained together picking 
rocks in a farmer’s fields 
or something.

I’ll stop short of chop-
ping off hands, but there 
simply has to be much 
harsher punishment to 
make them realize there 
are consequences for 
their actions. 

I like to see the people 
around me succeed. 

Last week, talking to 
someone I consider a 
mentor, he said some-
thing along those lines. 
I realized that about my-
self, too. 

I thought about the 
stories, resumes and 
marketing plans I have edited over 
the years.

I remembered a moment a few 
months before, when I saw a girl 
speak up to an adult about a kind of 
sexist statement, while I hid a chuckle 
with a cough.

I also thought about the people who 
had edited my stories and made them 
really sing. 

I remembered the people who have 
helped me develop my opinions and 
thoughts through discussion and ar-
gument. 

As society grows in-
creasingly mobile and 
segmented into age 
groups, I have seen less 
of this learning connec-
tion, both in my life and 
in other people’s lives. 

It’s hard to develop it 
if you move a lot, and it 
can be hard to connect 

with someone 50 years your senior 
if you speak through SnapChat and 
Instagram and they just switched out 
their rotary phone.

I think it’s an incredible loss.
So last weekend, I got some chick-

ens: three fluffy barred rock hens. 
They may not sing like the German 

roller canaries my grandfather used 
to raise. They sure don’t look like his 
rainbow finches. But I will use the 
same meticulous cage-cleaning tech-
niques that he taught me over the 
decades to keep their little coop tidy.
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