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Turing’s intake intact

By George Odling

george.odling@london.newsquest.co.uk

TURING House School will
be Kkeeping its 80:20 split
between Teddington and
Whitton children despite an
“overwhelming”  consulta-
tion response calling for this
to change.

The school is expected to
move from its temporary
Teddington home to Hospital
Bridge Road in Whitton in
two years’ time and consul-
tation over issues, including
the admissions policy, con-
cluded this week.

Of the 412 people who re-
sponded, 266 said the school
should change the propor-
tions, which currently have
80 per cent of the school’s in-
take from the school’s admis-
sions point, Teddington, and
20 per cent from the school’s
intended permanent site in
Heathfield.

131 people agreed with
the split and 15 did not
know whether it should be
changed.

The consultation report
said the school is prepared to
compromise over this policy

by pressing ahead with the
80:20 split for 2017 and then
revisiting the issue for the
2018 admissions.

Councillor for Whitton,
Grant Healy, who has called
for a 50:50 split, said: “I am
very disappointed in the de-
cision by the school board
of governors to stick to the
80:20 when overwhelmingly
the people have voted in good
faith against this.

“All we want to get is a fair
deal for Whitton should the
school be built on the Hos-
pital Bridge Road site and I
don’t call it a compromise for
them to just kick the issue
into the long grass and say
they can pick it up later.”

Heathfield councillor
John Coombs also expressed
disappointment in the an-
nouncement and said having
a school the other side of the
A316 would create a great
deal of cross-borough traffic.

The consultation report
stated that just 11 per cent of
the applications for places at
the school in 2016 were from
Heathfield and Whitton, but
Cllr Coombs said it is likely
most parents did not apply to
the school because they did
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not know they could.

He said: “They are not go-
ing to apply to a school where
their children have got to
cross the A316.”

Twickenham MP Tania
Mathias remained opposed
to the Whitton site altogeth-
er and said: “It does not re-
flect the current demand for
school places in the borough
and I have called for more
suitable locations to be con-
sidered.”

She highlighted a recent
impact assessment for Tu-
ring House which illustrated
a surplus of school places
around the proposed site,
with places at Twickenham
and Hampton Academies un-
filled.

Dr Mathias added: “Push-
ing forward with the current
site will only harm the long-
term financial viability of lo-

cal schools in the immediate
vicinity, rather than address-
ing the need for more school
places in the borough.

“Although I accept that
there are few suitable sites
elsewhere, I would prefer a
site closer to home for Ted-
dington and Fulwell fami-
lies.”

It is understood that the
Education Funding Agency
and Hounslow Council are
still negotiating over the
Hospital Bridge Road site.

Both parties have been
contacted for comment.

The school’s published ad-
missions number (PAN) will
remain at 150, after 198 of the
respondents disagreed with
the proposed increase to 200.

Richmond Council’s cab-
inet member for schools,
Councillor Paul Hodgins,
said though the admissions
policy is at present for the
2017 intake, he was disap-
pointed with the response to
the consultation.

He said: “Turing House
is not giving any indica-
tion that they are minded
to change their policy when
they move to their perma-
nent location, and seem to

reject most of the results of
the admissions part of the
consultation.

“Moreover, they seem to
blame many of the respons-
es on local councillors cam-
paigning on behalf of their
residents. These are council-
lors who are trying to find a
positive outcome for all, and
quite rightly have encour-
aged people to respond.

“We will continue to
strongly advocate a policy
that is fairer to the local res-
idents, while still serving
the demand in the borough.
It is clear from the consul-
tation results that residents
will also be looking for that
change.”

It is understood the Edu-
cation Funding Agency and
Hounslow Council are still
negotiating over the Hospital
Bridge Road site. A spokes-
man from the Department
for Education said he could
not comment further.
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LEAD TAKEN: Thieves took
£6,000 of lead from 20 Tedding-
ton homes by peeling it from
the porch roofs, police said.
The thieves struck at about
3am on February 19 in Shaef
Way but were heard as they
made off with the lead protec-
tive linings, worth about £300
each. They left no forensic ma-
terial or tools behind.Three
young men dressed in dark
hooded tops and tracksuits
were spotted. Anyone with in-
formation is urged to call 101.

CHARITY THEFT: A man who
stole a charity box and a bottle
of champagne has been fined
£90. Stuart Craigan, 51, of Be-
contree Avenue, Dagenham,
stole a charity box belonging
to the Osteopathic Centre in
Upper Richmond Road on July
27 and a £255 bottle of cham-
pagne from Waitrose in Wand-
sworth’s Southside shopping
centre on March 10 2015.

He pleaded guilty to both
offences at Wimbledon Mag-
istrates Court and was sen-
tenced on February 26.

Flat fire
probed
by crews

A FIRE damaged a home in
a Teddington block of flats
on Monday, Febraury 29.

Four fire engines dealt
with the blaze, in Twick-
enham Road, which began
shortly after 9am and was
under control by 9.51am.

A four-roomed flat on the
third floor was partially
damaged, but nobody was
injured.

Police also attended and
the cause of the fire is un-
der investigation.

OAP hurt
in crash

A car flipped over in Hamp-
ton and trapped an elderly
woman inside.

Fire fighters from
Twickenham Fire Station
had to cut the roof off the
car and peel it back to res-
cue the woman, aged in her
70s, when her car flipped
over in Hollybush Lane on
Tuesday at about 7pm.

There was no sign of
injury but the woman was
taken to hospital as a pre-
caution.

A spokesman from
Twickenham Fire Station
said he did not know how
the car had flipped over, as
it was a very quiet road.

(L-R) Karina Telesia, Francesca Boncey (three), Phil Vickery and Tracey Boncey.

Six Nations trophy on display

THE Six Nations trophy
went on display at Natwest
in Twickenham prior to Eng-
land’s game against Ireland

at the national stadium.
Rugby fans and customers

had the opportunity to meet

former international Phil

Vickery, who said: “Having
the opportunity to get up
close to the trophy makes it
real for people.”

Police hunt

TWO teenage girls were
left “highly distressed” af-
ter being approached by a
knife-wielding man near to
Powder Mill Lane, Whitton.
The girls were able to run
away from the man after he
started threatening them on
January 22 at about 9.30pm.
An efit of the man was
released by police this week.
The man they wish to
speak to is described as
Asian, 6ft 2ins, chubby, in his
mid-20s with a full beard and
gelled-back dark hair.
He was wearing a dark

knife man

jacket with orange lining
and dark jeans at the time.

Detective Sergeant Darren
Young, of Richmond CID,
said: “Understandably the
victims were left highly dis-
tressed and shaken by this
incident.

“Incidents like this re-
main extremely rare in the
borough but I would appeal
to anyone who may have in-
formation to call the police.”

Call Richmond CID on 0208
721 5840 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111
with information.
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Take Out
Delivery

www.mkg3000.com

open 7 days
11am to 9pm

Yuma Sushi’s highly qualified chef's are producing
delicious, handmade sushi using the
best quality ingredients.

12 Brewers Lane, Richmond, TW9 1HH
Find us in the pedestrian lane next to Top Shop

WE DELIVER SUSHI

Delivering to TWS, TW1, TW2, TW7, TW8, TW10, SW13, SW14, W4
Order online - www.yumasushi.co.uk

Call 020 8940 0987




