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«FACTUAL   ERRORS

«The number to call with any infor-
mation on two wildfires that broke 
out last weekend on the Pawnee 
National Grassland that were 
blamed on recreational shooters 
is (970) 295-6719. The U.S. Forest 
Service clarified the number to 
call, which appeared on Page A3 
of Tuesday’s Tribune.

«Tuesday’s Cash 5: 3-11-17-18-24

«Tuesday’s Mega Millions: 10-14-
19-30-73, Mega Ball: 14

«Tuesday’s Pick 3: 7-8-7

«LOTTERY
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«Frederick boy  
dies days after  
last-week’s crash
The Weld County Coroner’s 
Office and the Colorado State 
Patrol are investigating the 
death of a Frederick boy who 
died this week from injuries 
he sustained in a one-vehicle 
crash last week near Platte-
ville.

Dakota Schale, 16, was a 
passenger in a 2002 Dodge 
Dakota operated by Jeremiah 
Schale, 20, that Saturday was 
traveling north on Weld Coun-
ty Road 19. About 10:45 a.m., 
Jeremiah lost control of the 
pickup near Colo. 66, traveled 
through a muddy shoulder 
and struck a telephone pole 
on the front passenger side 
of the vehicle, said Trooper 
Nate Reid, spokesman for the 
Colorado State Patrol. 

The pickup rotated clock-
wise around the pole after 
impact and came to rest on its 
wheels facing northeast. The 
crash occurred about 5 miles 
west of Platteville.

Dakota survived the crash 
and was taken by helicopter 
to Denver Health Medical 
Center for treatment. He was 
pronounced dead about 5 p.m. 
Monday. Initial signs indicate 
Dakota died as a result of a 
traumatic brain injury.

Jeremiah was taken by 
ambulance to Medical Center 
of the Rockies with minor 
injuries. He was treated and 
later released.

Investigators do not suspect 
drugs, alcohol or excessive 
speed as contributing factors 
in the crash. No charges had 
been filed against Jeremiah as 
of Tuesday night. 

Dakota Schale marks the 
20th traffic-related fatality on 
Weld County roads in 2015. By 
this date last year, there were 
two traffic deaths.
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Body cameras already a bonus
Late last month, the Evans Police 
Department became the largest 
law enforcement agency in Weld 
County to implement body-worn 
cameras, and already officers are 
seeing the unexpected benefits of 
using the new technology.

Last week, Evans police arrested 
a man who was wanted on sever-
al outstanding warrants. During 
the arrest, the man asked officers 
to take several items on his person 
and in his car to the Evans Police 
Station for safekeeping until he 
posted bail at the Weld County Jail.

Following his release, the man 
went to the station to pick up his 
belongings, which was supposed to 
include a set of keys and a cellular 
phone.

But Evans officers didn’t have 
those two items at the department.

The man was understandably 
upset because the two arresting 
officers had no recollection of the 
keys or the cell phone, said Evans 
Police Chief Rick Brandt. In the 
old days, officers likely would have 
dismissed the man’s assertions and 
probably would have declined a 
lost property claim if he filed one 
with the city. 

But that was the old days.
The two officers were wearing 

and had activated their body-worn 
cameras as they initiated the traffic 
stop that resulted in the man’s ar-
rest. The officers and department 
commanders decided to review the 
video footage to see if the man was 
telling them the truth.

As the officers reviewed the vid-
eo, they could see that the man ex-
ited his car with a cell phone and a 
set of keys in his hands. Before he 
was patted down by officers, the 
man was told to place his keys and 
his cell phone on the trunk of the 

police cruiser.
The traffic stop was conduct-

ed at night and it was snowing, 
Brandt said. His officers simply 
forgot about the items before leav-
ing the scene to book the man into 
jail.

“The advantage to having the 
video is that we can show that the 
guy did indeed have keys and a cell 
phone, so we have directed him to 
our risk manager to file a claim so 
the city can reimburse him for his 
loss,” Brand said. “It may sound 
silly, but I’m happy these cameras 
were able to show we had made a 
mistake, so that we can justifiably 
make this guy whole.”

Brandt admits the way this par-

ticular case ended was not how he 
envisioned the department would 
use footage captured by body cam-
eras, but he also didn’t decide to 
employ the new technology in re-
sponse to recent officer-involved 
shootings in Greeley and Evans, or 
because of national public pressure 
following protests in Ferguson, Mo.

Contrary to public perception, 
body cameras serve several purpos-
es besides catching police officers 
“in the act,” Brandt said, adding 
residents would be hard-pressed to 
find a police chief anywhere in the 
country agreeable to implement-
ing body-worn cameras for the sole 
purpose of police accountability. 

As he said last month, Brandt 

began looking at body-worn cam-
eras about two years ago because 
of the potential to equip the Weld 
District Attorney’s Office with 
stronger video evidence to use in 
court and to provide his officers 
with a resource to write more effec-
tive reports, in addition to trying to 
alter behavior on both sides of the 
camera.

“A case like this may have been 
unanticipated, but I think it shows 
that body cameras can bring a lot 
of value to both officers and citi-
zens in the long run, and I think 
this case illustrates that,” Brandt 
said. “It’s just another tool in our 
arsenal and I know this guy appre-
ciated it.”

By Joe Moylan
jmoylan@greeleytribune.com

OFFICER DON MORGAN REVIEWS tape from his body camera Saturday at the Evans 
Community Complex, 1100 37th St. in Evans. The new body cameras the Evans police officers are 
now required to wear keep both the officer and the suspect accountable.
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Home Sleep Study program launched
To make diagnosis and treatment 
of Obstructive Sleep Apnea more 
cost effective for the community, 
Banner Health Medical Group 
launched its Home Sleep Study 
program last week. 

Banner Health Medical Group 
includes the North Colorado Med-
ical Center in Greeley and the 
McKee Medical Center in Love-
land. 

OSA occurs when breathing is 
interrupted during sleep, some-
times exceeding 10 seconds, when 
the airway is blocked, according 
to a news release from Banner 
Medical Group. The disorder, 
which affects millions of people 
in the country, can eventually lead 
to major health issues, including 
increased blood pressure, weight 
gain and stroke, according to the 
release. 

OSA affects approximately 20 
percent of the total population 
with 80 percent of that group un-

diagnosed, said Dr. David Kukaf-
ka, sleep expert at Banner Health 
Medical Group. 

“We know that people with 
sleep apnea have a two times high-
er risk of death,” he said. 

Additionally, Kukafka said 
medical treatments for those with 
OSA over their lifetimes are typ-
ically two to three times higher 
than those without it. 

“Our goal is to make patients 
aware that it exists in conjunc-
tion with our hospitals in Greeley, 
Loveland and Fort Collins,” he 
said. “It’s a comprehensive testing 
and diagnostic program that is 

cost-effective and takes care of the 
patient’s needs on an individual 
basis.” 

While some cases may still re-
quire in-lab diagnosis, the major-
ity of patients can receive an accu-
rate diagnosis using an at-home 
kit, which includes a probe for 
their finger, nose and a band worn 
around the chest during a night’s 
sleep, according to the release. 

Following the at-home test, a 
sleep specialist reviews the results 
with the patient to come up with a 
treatment plan, if needed. 

“It’s not a testing program, it’s 
a treatment program,” he said. “If 

we can treat them then we can de-
crease morbidities.” 

If treatment is needed, a phy-
sician may prescribe the use of a 
continuous airway pressure ma-
chine, which includes a mask worn 
during sleep to open the airways. 

A physician also may prescribe 
a dental appliance for treatment. 

While the program was rolled 
out with Sleep Awareness Week 
last week, Kukafka said Banner 
Health Medical Group would con-
tinue to offer the program and in-
tegrate into care for years to come. 

“This is a program that will 
continue to grow, right now home 
suite testing is becoming the stan-
dard of care,” he said. 

Banner Health Medical Group 
has two northern Colorado sleep 
centers: one at McKee Medical 
Center in Loveland led by Dr. Kelli 
Janata and one at NCMC led by 
Kukafka, he said 

Kukafka said the centers hope 
to partner with other Banner fa-
cilities in the future to bring the 
program to more rural area. 

By Allison Dyer Bluemel
abluemel@greeleytribune.com

 »  Snoring 
 »  Morning headache 
 »  Feeling unrested throughout 

the day 
 »  Easily irritated 
 »  Depression and/or panic 

attacks 

 »  Difficulty remembers things 
and maintaining attention 

 »  Low energy level 
 »  Decreased ability to handle 

stress 
 »  Heartburn

 » Symptoms of Obstructive  
Sleep Apnea: 

Fix a Leak Week brings about showerhead exchange
The city of Greeley will host 
a showerhead exchange this 
weekend in anticipation of the 
upcoming Fix a Leak Week.

Greeley residents are encour-
aged to bring their showerheads 
to The Tribune Home & Garden 
Show from Friday-Sunday at 
Island Grove Regional Park, 
501 N. 14th Ave. in Greeley. Old 
showerheads can be exchanged 

for new, more efficient ones.
The effort coincides with 

national Fix a Leak Week, which 
begins Monday, an effort to 
encourage Americans to reduce 
the 1 trillion gallons of water 
the nation wastes every year, 
according to a news release.

The Greeley City Council will 
officially recognize Fix a Leak 
Week at its Tuesday meeting 
and will promote finding and 
fixing leaks in Greeley homes.

Here are some tips from the 
city for locating and stymieing 
water leaks:

Look for dripping faucets, 
showerheads, sprinklers and 
other fixtures. Also check for toi-
lets with silent leaks by putting 
a few drops of food coloring into 
the tank, and wait 20 minutes to 
see if color appears in the bowl 
before you flush. Dye tablets can 
also be obtained at the Greeley 
Water Department, 1100 10th 

St., Suite 300 in Greeley.
If you do find a leak, repair or 

replace the fixture if necessary. 
When replacing fixtures, look 
for toilets, showerheads and 
faucets with WaterSense labels, 
which certifies they use 20 per-
cent less water and perform as 
well as or better than standard 
models.

For more information about 
Fix a Leak Week, go to www.
epa.gov/watersense.
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