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Festive tree-trimming
tips and techniques

People have visited forests to select
their Christmas trees for centuries.
While tree sellers conveniently sta-
tioned in store parking lots and artifi-
cial trees displayed in various retailers
have led fewer people to venture into
the wilderness, the Christmas tree is
still an important component of holi-
day celebrations.

Long before the spread of Christi-
anity, evergreen plants and trees held
special meaning for people during the
winter. Boughs and garlands were hung
in homes and over doors and windows
to repel evil spirits and illnesses. On
the winter solstice, the greenery would
represent that spring would once again
arrive and banish winter’s dreariness.

Germans who decorated trees inside
of their homes are credited with start-
ing Christian Christmas tree traditions
during the 16th century. Early Ameri-
cans were late to adopt Christmas trees
because early Puritan settlers thought
the tradition — as well as carols and
other concepts — were Pagan influenc-
es. It took the popularity of England’s
Queen Victoria and her German Prince
Albert appearing around a decorated
Christmas tree to eventually win over
much of Europe, Canada and the Unit-
ed States.

Trees are very popular today. Ac-
cording to StatisticsBrain, 10 million
artificial trees are sold in the United
States each year, while 34.5 million
real tress are sold annually. Such trees
require decorating, and the following
secrets and tips can help celebrants do
just that.
■ Prune the tree first. Be sure to

shape the tree as desired, since natural
trees will have branches sticking out.
Wear gardening gloves to avoid being
covered in sap.
■ Position trees away from heat

sources, such as fireplaces, vents or ra-
diators, which can cause the tree to dry
out prematurely and become a fire risk.
■ For added safety, anchor a tree to a

wall or ceiling, so it will not tumble over
onto children or curious pets.
■ In homage of the first German

Christmas trees, decorate with natural
ingredients, such as berries and pine
cones. Also, use apples, nuts and marzi-
pan candies.
■ To free up more space for presents,

place a narrow tree stand inside of a
waterproof planting container. Place
the tree inside. This will provide a more
streamlined look that’s neater than a
tree skirt.
■ The more lights the better, espe-

cially on dense trees.
■ For a whimsical approach, match

the tree decor to home decor and the
color of furniture.
■ Make handcrafted ornaments

with the whole family.
■ Hang the most delicate pieces

toward the top where they won’t be
disturbed.
■ Step back and enjoy your handi-

work, which will also give you a chance
to find any blank spots that need filling
in.

Tree trimming is one of the most
enjoyable aspects of the holiday season,
and there are no rules other than safety
guidelines when it comes to decorating.
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According to StatisticsBrain, 10
million artificial trees are sold in the
United States each year, while 34.5
million real tress are sold annually.
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How to create a truly
effective fire safety plan

While fire can provide
warmth and safety, it also can
cause immediate and signifi-
cant damage that can uproot
lives and devastate homes. Be-
cause fire is such a formidable
foe, it’s imperative that people
from all walks of life have a
fire safety plan.

THE THREAT OF FIRE
The National Fire Protection

Association says U.S. fire de-
partments responded to an av-
erage of 358,500 home struc-
ture fires per year between
2011 and 2015. On average,
seven people die in U.S. home
fires per day. The Ontario
Ministry of Community Safety
& Correctional Services says
48 percent of fires that cause
severe losses occur in residen-
tial properties.

Both the NFPA and the
Office of the Fire Marshal and
Emergency Management in
Ontario state that cooking-re-
lated fires are the most preva-
lent, followed by fires sparked
by heating equipment.

How quickly fire can spread
may surprise some people.
The Grand Traverse Metro
Fire Department says that in
the average two-story home
fire, fire ignites in 30 seconds,
smoke pours into most rooms
by 2.5 minutes, and roughly
4.5 minutes after the fire has
ignited, flames can be visible
from the exterior of a house.
Temperatures inside can grow
from 190 F to more than 1400
F in two minutes.

PLANNING IS CRITICAL
When fires ignite, time is

of the essence to make a fast
evacuation. Unfortunately,
panic may set in and peo-
ple may not know how to act
when under such acute stress.
That’s why planning for the
event of fire can provide fami-
lies with the information they
need to evacuate safely.

Evacuation plans and drills
should be established and
practiced frequently so that
getting out alive becomes
second nature. However, only
about one-quarter of house-
holds have actually developed
and practiced a home-fire
escape plan, according to the
NFPA.

The following guidelines can
help families customize their
fire escape plans.
■ Find two ways out. Look

at your home’s layout and
identify two ways out of every
room, if possible. Walk around
the house in each room and
practice what to do if a fire
broke out in that space, offers
Safe Kids Worldwide.
■ Choose an outside meet-

ing place. Establish a spot to

meet a safe distance in front of
the home where everyone can
gather after they’ve gotten out
safely.
■ Assign help to those with

mobility issues. Elderly adults,
infants or young children may
have difficulty escaping on
their own. Plan a buddy sys-
tem so that a key person in the
household is responsible for
rousing and helping another
from the house.
■ Check fire protection. Be

sure that there is a working
smoke alarm in every bed-
room and on every level of the
house.
■ Drop it low. Heat and

smoke rise and escaping on
hands and knees is essential
for survival.
■ Practice several times a

year. Conduct a fire drill a few
times each year, and choose
a different escape route each
time. Invest in a UI-certified
collapsible rescue ladder and
attach it at least once, advises
The Fire Department of New
York, in case a second-story
evacuation is necessary.
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Fires ignite and spread quickly. Having a fire safety plan in place
can save lives.
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Half Acre of Prime General Commercial Land ...................................$299,000

LANDMARK RESTAURANT & BAR Business Opportunity $155,000 INCLUDES FULL LIQUOR LICENSE, furniture & fixtures.
TURN-KEY w/experienced staff. COMMERCIAL 6217 sq.ft Building on 1/2 acre w/50 parking spaces, 23 sewer permits &
(previous use) 5 apartments upstairs. Please call DAVEY for details on Comm’l Building & Land that can be leased or purchased.
Business/LIQUOR LIC. $155,000; Business & Land $1,180,000

TAHOE KEYS CUL-DE-SAC w/LAKE ACCESS BOAT DOCK & 2 DECKS MODERN MID-LEVEL entry. Kitchen & Baths UPDATED w/
GRANITE & All Newer appliances, windows, doors, floor coverings. HUGE Master Suite, Plus 3 Bdrms., Family Room, 3 baths.
$934,000 Lowest Priced Lake Access Home @ $361 per square foot.

SKY MEADOWS Two Level 3 Bdrm., 2 Ba., laundry, Fireplace, Updated Kitchen and Baths. Front
& Back decks. The Ambience of living in the forest with a Huge Green-belt meadow and walking
distance to the River, yet in town! Exterior paint, snow removal, extra parking included. VA, FHA or
Conventional financing possible. #4 on Boat Dock wait list. Call Davey for appointment. $350,000

OPEN HOUSE Saturday NOON-4pm
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