
Liechtenstein’s Tina Weirather edged 
Lindsey Vonn by 0.10 seconds in the first 
training run for a women’s World Cup down-
hill in Altenmarkt-Zauchensee, Austria.
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Thursday’s DH training 
run carries in Weirather

ALTENMARKT-ZAUCHENSEE, 
Austria — Tina Weirather, of Liechtenstein, 
posted the fastest time in the first training 
for a women’s World Cup downhill on a 
shortened course on Thursday. 

Weirather edged Nicole Schmidhofer of 
Austria by 0.06 seconds, and Lindsey Vonn 
of the United States by 0.10. 

Overall World Cup leader Lara Gut, who 
leads Vonn by 158 points, was 0.46 behind 
in fourth. 

Saturday’s race will be the first women’s 
downhill since 2002 to be contested over 
two runs. Organizers lowered the start be-
cause of insufficient snow conditions in the 
upper section, shortening the Kaelberloch 
course from its usual three kilometers to 
1,875 meters and reducing the run times to 
just over a minute. 

Back in Europe from spending a week at 
home in the United States, Vonn can match 
Austrian great Annemarie Moser-Proell’s 
record of 36 downhill wins on Saturday. A 
year ago, the American broke Moser-Pro-
ell’s best mark of 62 victories across all 
Alpine disciplines. 

Vonn, who won back-to-back races in 
Lake Louise in December, is sharing the 
lead in this season’s downhill standings 
with Fabienne Suter. The Swiss skier is out 
for an indefinite time after tearing a muscle 
above her left knee during giant slalom 
training Monday. 

Both Vonn and Suter have 200 points, 
followed by Cornelia Huetter of Austria 
with 190. Huetter avoided injury while 
crashing in Thursday’s training and fin-
ished more than 15 seconds off the lead. 

The World Cup in Zauchensee also con-
sists of a super-G on Sunday. The races 
have been moved from St. Anton because 
of a lack of snow.
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Lack of snow results in course, 
race start location shifts

World-class athletes 
visit Vail’s Cookshack

VAIL — Canadian moguls skiers  
Mikael Kingsbury and Philippe Marquis 
are among the confirmed athletes who will 
compete on Vail Mountain’s Cookshack 
course on Saturday at the Kaiser Perma-
nente Vail Pro Mogul competition.

Kingsbury, who is currently ranked No. 1 
in the world, is the Olympic silver medal-
ist from 2014 and has been the World Cup 
moguls season title winner for the last four 
years running.

“This competition just got interesting,” 
said Ski & Snowboard Club Vail freestyle 
program director John Dowling on Thurs-
day. “The Cookshack course has never 
seen this level of talent. I told Philippe the 
course may be a little easy for him, and he 
was undaunted by that. He said Mikael and 
him just wanted to support the event.”

With the cancellation of the Lake Placid 
World Cup, which was scheduled for  
Jan. 14, Dowling said more attention from 
the highest level of competitors turned to 
this weekend’s event in Vail. In addition to 
World Cup skiers from the U.S. and Cana-
da, athletes from France and Denmark will 
also be in attendance this weekend.

A $20,000 prize purse also helped at-
tract some talent.

The pros will have training runs today 
starting at 11 a.m., and the public is wel-
come to watch those from Chair 2 or watch 
from the bottom of the course.

“The training should be a spectacle in 
itself,” Dowling said.

The weekend-long event will feature a 
masters-level competition on Sunday, an 
event in which the community is welcome 
to join. Dowling said masters-level compet-
itors are 30-plus years of age, and anyone 
30 and older is welcome to compete.

“It’s natural course; you don’t have to be 
schooled in modern moguls with the steep 
jumps to do it,” he said. “Anybody who feels 
they could be good at it can get out there 
and ski it.”

A late afternoon apres barbecue is sched-
uled to follow the event on Sunday.

Visit skiclubvail.org for more information.

By John LaConte
jlaconte@vaildaily.com

Vail Mountain to host elite 
mogul competition, confirms 
No. 1, No. 3 ranked athletes

The Cookshack course on Vail Mountain 
will host a selection of the world’s best 
mogul skiers on Saturday for the Kaiser 
Permanente Vail Pro Mogul. Watch the 
training runs today starting at 11 a.m.
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APRES 
SPECIALS
FROM 2-4PM

1/2 Dozen Oysters

Dozen Oysters   

Off Specialty Cocktails 

Billecart-Salmon 
Champagne Glasses

$10

$20

$3

$15

KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 11PM NIGHTLY

Enjoy an evening soak for just $15*

* 6pm to close • Open 9am daily • 970.945.IRON (4766) 
 ironmountainhotsprings.com • 281 Centennial Street
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