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Electric Pow Wow entertains and inspires
continued from page 1

ist as well. His activism has sometimes put
him at the centre of controversy, most notably when he successfully protested against
the use of the name “Redskins” in sports,
and this has often fed his artistic endeavours.
The current tour is no exception, as he
says the intent is to awaken young people
on reserves to the possibility and potential
of exercising their talents, and to combat
the destructive effects of living in a racist culture by showing positive images of
success and personal satisfaction. “Now
we have people like [author] Joseph Boyden winning huge awards, and Wab Kinew
[musician and radio/TV host] doing big
things, so I am able to show my daughter
that there are Indigenous people doing
these things, which is something I didn’t
have growing up — except for Buffy St.
Marie,” he states.
Campeau says he feels a responsibility to
showcase his success at the ground level,
eye to eye, so it doesn’t seem mysterious
or unattainable. “Being able to do something like this, and being in bands before,
it’s important to see something live. For
example, they say that the day music started in Manchester was the day Sex Pistols
played for the first time. There were only 30
people there, but it started a whole scene.”
He wants to plant those seeds in the consciousness of young people, too. “For me,
when I was a kid, it was punk bands, and
I said, ‘Hey I can do that!’ That’s what inspired me to go home and start a band with
a few other people. So I hope I am able to
inspire kids here to say that yes, this is possible, this is real, I am here, and it’s not in
some magazine.”
His mother agrees that the whole community shares pride in ATCR’s achievements and its cultural and political gains.
“I am proud of my son and his accomplishments, he works hard and his successes are
the youth of Turtle Island successes,” she
expresses.

Campeau was thrilled to be on home turf
to spread that message. “It’s really exciting;
really, really exciting to come back and
have fun and hang out and do something
positive. I’m staying at my Mom’s house.”
And what does his crew think of West
Nipissing and Nipissing First Nation?
“They like the chips! I took them to Larry’s
Chip Stand. Today is the first time in the
community, so I haven’t been able to show
them around yet.”
That “first time” did cause a bit of nerves,
he admits, “because it’s different to play to
the people who saw you jump off Joe’s Cliff
when you were ten years old.” Campeau
laughs. “I used to jump Joe’s Cliff all the
time. Cliff! When you’re ten, I guess it’s a
cliff!”
The nerves were for naught, as the show
got the huge crowd cheering and dancing
and raving – just another day at the office
for the trio that has been getting this type
of reception all over the country.
Campeau confirms the entire tour has
been awesome. “It’s really going well. We
were in Moosonee last week and that was
a really good show. It’s been awesome, and
people have been very receptive, and it’s
doing exactly what we wanted to do — get
people excited on the reserve and have a
good time!”
The three members of ATCR also held an
information session with NFN youth, talking and taking questions. The young crowd
was told the three men met by chance and
started with some party music. Two of
them worked at the same place, they wanted to throw a party, they started sending
flyers to Ottawa postsecondary schools in
the Native student areas, and rapidly found
themselves at the forefront of a whole new
genre and a massive turnout. When asked
how difficult it was to get into the music
industry, they admitted that for them it
wasn’t difficult at all, that the music industry came knocking on their door, and in
some cases even opened the door for them.
Campeau told the crowd of young people

A Tribe Called Red spins some techno grooves and traditional pow wow music, creating a
unique sound that has made them famous worldwide.

that there’s a reason why reserves are on
the outskirts of towns. “They put us there
so we’re out of sight, out of mind.” However,
he urged them not to stay out of sight, and
to speak out so they are no longer out of
mind. “Social media has been a levelling
influence for us. Before we didn’t have access to media. Now we do. That’s been incredibly important. We’re able to confront
issues.”
One young lady in the Saturday evening
crowd, the daughter of a family friend,

was excited to be present and thrilled to
be introduced to Campeau, who invited
her to friend him on Facebook. That’s the
kind of guy he is – friendly, humble, down
home, and wanting to do the right thing.
Deejay NDN Ian Campeau not only renewed many old friendships, he brought
some amazing new urban Native culture
back to the reserve, lighting up the field
with his band mates and definitely causing an electric buzz along the pow wow
lines.

Creating links on the links

Young dancers joined A Tribe Called Red on stage for Saturday’s concert in Garden Village.

On Friday, August 21st, 64 players took to the links at the Laurentide Golf Club for the
annual West Nipissing Chamber of Commerce golf tournament. The 4-man best ball tournament is more fun than competitive, and meant to encourage networking in the business
community. Chamber golf committee chair Pat Keough says it hit the mark. “I think it was
a great success — cooperative weather, 16 teams, 64 players – we had a good time!” he
sums up.
Cold Springs Camp took the trophy with the lowest score, ending the tournament at 59,
while the Quality Contracting and Dan Piquette Accounting teams tied at 60 for second
place. The Men’s Longest Drive went to Shawn Lavigne of Quality Contracting, and the
Women’s Longest Drive went to Kathleen Thorne-Rochon of the West Nipissing Chamber
of Commerce team.
The players all met at the clubhouse following the tournament for the Laurentide classic
BBQ-it-yourself steak dinner, and everyone went home with a prize thanks to many generous sponsors.
Shown is the Cold Springs Camp team. L-r: Bob Guenette, Melvin McLeod, Rolly Restoule
and Jamie Restoule.

