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ALBANY — New York will
seek $32 billion in federal di-
saster aid from Congress for
superstorm Sandy — includ-
ing $6.6 billion for Nassau
County and nearly $1.8 billion
for Suffolk County — officials
said yesterday.

In addition to the recovery
funds, Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo and New York’s con-
gressional delegation will ask
for another $9.1 billion for
“prevention and mitigation”
projects including hardening
of Long Island sewage treat-
ment plants, protection of
transportation tunnels from
flooding and elevation of elec-
trical transformers in New
York City commercial build-
ings.

“This region has suffered
mightily, and we’re going to
need federal assistance to
bring this state back,” Cuomo
said, referring to the federal
aid request. “We have been
shown great emotional sup-
port. . . . We need financial
support. And we need it
sooner rather than later.”

But New York’s wish list
comes as Congress and the
White House face a Dec. 31
deadline to agree on a deficit-
reduction plan and avoid the

so-called “fiscal cliff.”
“I’m sure we’ll face resis-

tance from other parts of the
country,” said Rep. Peter King
(R-Seaford), who is expected
to be a key player in shepherd-
ing New York’s request
through the Republican-led
House of Representatives.

Of the $32 billion request,
about $15 billion would go to
New York City, $528 million
to Westchester County, $144
million to Rockland County
and another $7.2 billion for
state agencies and transit au-
thorities, officials said.

“There’s no doubt that Nas-
sau suffered a disproportion-
ate share of the damage” from
the storm, King said.

Sen. Charles Schumer

(D-N.Y.) said New York’s bid
to secure aid will require an ef-
fort lasting “many months.”

Cuomo huddled for 90 min-
utes yesterday with New
York’s congressional delega-
tion, as well as Suffolk County
Executive Steve Bellone, Nas-
sau County Executive Edward
Mangano and New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, be-
fore officials unveiled the de-
tails of the aid request.

The breakdown of recovery
costs for Long Island includes
nearly $5 billion for housing —
$4 billion of that for Nassau.
Nearly $1 billion in recovery
costs is being sought for busi-
nesses — roughly an even split
between Suffolk and Nassau.

Bellone said Suffolk’s
“needs were accurately re-
flected” in the aid request.
Mangano said the unified ef-
fort “builds on President
Obama’s visit, where he as-
sured us that the federal gov-
ernment will assist in the mon-
umental rebuilding efforts.”

Cuomo said that given the
density in the New York City
area, Sandy was more costly
than Hurricane Katrina in
terms of housing and econom-
ic damage, though Katrina ex-
acted more of a human toll on
the Gulf Coast in 2005.

Katrina killed nearly 2,000
people, compared with 113 who

died in the U.S. during Sandy.
Cuomo said Sandy dam-

aged 305,000 housing units
in New York State, while Kat-
rina destroyed 214,700 in
Louisiana; Sandy impacted
265,300 New York busi-
nesses, while Katrina harmed
18,700.

Still, damages from Katrina
ran upward of $150 billion and
aid totaled about $120 billion,
according to the Greater New
Orleans Community Data
Center.

Cuomo said he realizes the
state is making the request
while Washington is under
“fiscal pressure.” But coming
up with the money through
taxation in New York “would
incapacitate the state,”
Cuomo said.

King said he has spoken to
House Speaker John Boehner
(R-Ohio), who said he’d ad-
vance New York’s request. “He
says he’ll move it,” King said.
Boehner’s office didn’t respond
to a request for comment.

A White House official
said, “We can’t comment spe-
cifically on the numbers, but
the administration continues
to provide all available re-
sources to support our state
and local partners as well as
affected families.”
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THE COST
NASSAU

$6.6B
SUFFOLK

$1.8B
NEW YORK CITY

$15B
WESTCHESTER

$527.8M
ROCKLAND

$143.7M
OTHER COUNTIES

$18.1M

From left, Bellone, Mangano,
Bloomberg and Cuomo meet
with New York’s congressional
delegation to discuss the
financial impact of the
superstorm and its aftermath.

cess completed by the end
of 2012,” Cole said. “Amtrak
will make every effort to ex-
pedite the process, but the
anticipated completion
stands as mid-January of
next year.”

Williams said the reinstal-
lation of the two signal
cases would likely be done
over two weekends, but she
has not received a work
schedule from Amtrak. Will-
iams said the upcoming holi-
days could also impact the
effort.

The LIRR offered its own
crews to assist in the re-
pairs, but Williams said
Amtrak “wants to try to han-
dle it with their own work-
force.” Cole said Amtrak offi-
cials “appreciate” the offer.

The tunnel repair con-
cerns mark the latest dust-
up in an uneasy relationship
between the LIRR, which is
the primary user of the East
River tunnels, and Amtrak,
which owns and maintains
them. After Amtrak issues in-
side the tunnels twice
caused major service disrup-
tions for the LIRR in the
spring of 2011, state and fed-
eral elected officials inter-
vened and called on Amtrak
to step up its maintenance
efforts.

Last Wednesday, the busi-
est travel day of the year
and the night before Thanks-
giving, power and signal
problems inside the tunnels
forced the LIRR to suspend
service to and from Penn
during the evening rush.
Amtrak blamed a commer-
cial power outage.

“It continues to be unfor-
tunate that all of our Long Is-
land Rail Road riders are
subject to the deficiencies of
Amtrak,” MTA board mem-
ber Mitchell Pally said. “It’s
becoming more and more in-
tolerable every time some-
thing happens.”

The LIRR Commuter
Council and Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Huntington) plan a
news conference today to
call for Amtrak to provide a
timetable for the tunnel re-
pairs and to be more “trans-
parent.”
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Nassau and
Suffolk

recommended
for $8.4B in aid
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