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LYNN MARTEL

CANMORE – When Jocelyn Hirose was 
asked if she’d be interested in creating a 
Canadian version of the U.S. Girls on Ice 
program, she didn’t think for long.

Popular and successful since its incep-
tion in 1999, the program involves taking 
a group of girls who are 16 or 17 years 
old to spend several days in a glaciated 

alpine environment with professional 
mountain guides and scientists who are 
also females. The aim is to introdue the 
younger generation to the potential of 
pursuing careers in science. 

“It was a very easy ‘yes!’ ” Hirose 
said. “Here I am today, more passionate 
than ever, to get the program going for 
these girls so we can foster confident 
creative female advocates of the scientific 

Program inspires girls in mountains, science
process.”

A long-time Canmore resident, 
Hirose is mother to a toddler, holds a 
glaciology degree, works as a resource 
conservation scientist with Parks Canada, 
is an avid mountaineer and a co-founder 
of Girls on Ice Canada. 

Her co-founders are Eleanor Bash, 
a PhD candidate in glaciology at the 
University of Calgary, Dr. Alison 
Criscitiello, an adjunct assistant pro-
fessor at University of Calgary and 
Technical Director of the Canadian Ice 
Core Archive, and internationally cer-
tified ACMG mountain guide Cecelia 
Mortenson.  

The 12-day program is set to launch 
in August with a group of girls and 
instructors exploring the Illecillewaet 
and Asulkan glaciers in B.C.’s Glacier 
National Park, camping in tents some 
nights and spending four nights above 
treeline in The Alpine Club of Canada’s 
Asulkan Hut. 

The group will begin and wrap up 
their adventure at the Biogeoscience 
Institute at Barrier Lake in Kananaskis 
Country, which will provide lodging, 
equipment storage and use of their pro-
fessional facilities for the girls to present 
the science and art projects they will 
work on during the program.

So far, six girls are confirmed to 
participate, including some from B.C., 
Alberta, Ontario and a Syrian native liv-
ing in Newfoundland. The organizers are 
hopeful, however, to raise enough money 
to provide four more girls with the 
opportunity to participate, bringing the 
total to 10. To do this, funds are needed 
to cover the costs of renting footwear and 
other equipment for the girls, as well as 
food, transportation and other expenses. 
They need to raise $5,000 by July 1.

“All the girls who have applied  are 
16 to 17, a formative age where they 
will soon be making decisions that will 
determine the trajectory of their adult 

lives,” Hirose said. 
The girls will be introduced to the 

mountains by hiking through forest and 
up into alpine terrain, and gain experi-
ence travelling on snow and ice while 
learning about glaciers, mountain ecol-
ogy and how to conduct field science. 
Through the experience, they will gain 
essential technical skills and confidence 
in their abilities. 

In addition to the professional 
mountain guides and scientists who will 
accompany the girls, they will meet and 
learn from Parks Canada resource con-
servation staff and will be accompanied 
by Calgary-based artist Jenny Ireland 
who will provide them with an artistic 
vision throughout the program.

“Art provides a creative look at the 
environment without pre-conceived 
boundaries and ideas,” Hirose said. “It 
also provides a way to connect with the 
natural environment by taking time to 
observe its nuances.”

By creating their own science experi-
ments and art projects, the girls will 
deepen their relationship to the mountain 
landscape, she explained, and develop 
critical and creative thinking skills. 

“This program emulates the reasons 
I became interested in doing science in 
the first place,” Hirose said. “The link 
between the outdoors and science is this 
beautiful, positive feedback system that 
leaves you with unlimited questions and 
motivates you to explore the unexplored, 
whether it be on a micro or macro level.

“I also believe that creating a program 
that is run by women for female youth 
creates a supportive and empowering 
environment free of gender roles and 
competition. The program allows girls to 
see other women doing what any man or 
woman can do in the mountains and in 
science.”

To contribute to the program, visit www.
gofundme.com/girlsonicecanada. To learn 
more, visit www.inspiringgirls.org/canada.

CITIZENS OF THE YEAR Hans Helder, centre, presents Marshall and Donna Kennedy 
with a Citizens of the Year Award for their contributions to the community. The annual award goes to non-
Rotarians who have demonstrated significant personal service above self, with volunteer contributions of 
major benefit to the community. Among those the Kennedys have worked with are the Canmore Eagles, Bow 
River Lodge and the Legion, Golden Eagle View long term care and various music groups, including High 
Strung ukelele band. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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