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What do binary bracelets, pro-
gramming relay races, card games
based on conditional statements,
and foot-tall marshmallow tooth-
pick structures all have in com-
mon? These are some of the fun
and engaging activities that were
shared with participants during the
Code.org workshop hosted by the
Rice University School Mathemat-
ics Project (RUSMP). Code.org
affiliates, Karen North and Ruth
Hanson, facilitated this all-day ses-
sion that was held September 2 in
the RUSMP classroom and pro-
vided educators an intro to com-
puter science, pedagogy, overview
of the Code.org online curriculum,
and strategies for teaching “un-
plugged” classroom activities. “Un-
plugged” computer science activi-
ties are lessons in which students
can learn computing concepts with
OR without a computer.

Launched in 2013, Code.org is a
non-profit dedicated to expanding
access to computer science, and
increasing participation by women
and underrepresented students of
color. Code.org has developed an
elementary school curriculum that
allows even kindergarten students
to explore computer science con-
cepts! The free courses blend
online, self-paced tutorials and
puzzles with “unplugged” class-
room activities, and Code.org of-
fers free one-day workshops that
cover this content, at no cost.

During the workshop, partici-
pants first signed up for a free
Code.org account and then watched
a video about “What is Computer
Science and Why Is It Important.”
North, a retired mathematics and
technology teacher, shared with
attendees her web blog (http://
codehouston.edublogs.org/) which
includes alignment of the Code.org
lessons with the Mathematics Texas
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) that
teachers are required to teach to
students. Teachers collaborated in
groups and took turns in presenting
Code.org computer science lessons
which included the topics of loop-
ing, conditional statements, and
debugging. Participants also
learned about Paired Programming,
a strategy during which students
program with a partner, and dis-
cussed equity issues surrounding
K-12 computer science education.

One of the participants remarked
during the session, “I feel inspired
to learn more about computer sci-
ence. I also feel less intimidated by
computer science and am excited
to share these lessons with my stu-
dents.”

Teachers, librarians, instruc-

RUSMP Hosts Exciting Code.org
Workshop for Houston Educators

tional and technology specialists
from various districts including
Houston ISD, Alief ISD, and Fort
Bend ISD participated in the work-

Teachers work on their foot-tall marshmallow toothpick structures.

shop. RUSMP is proud to have
hosted this workshop and looks
forward to future collaboration with
Code.org.
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Reading Mentors Needed
Read to a child. It’s one of the most important things you can do to

Kimberly Thompson volunteers as a reading
tutor  at Sutton Elementary.

positively impact a child’s
future. Yet for hundreds of
HISD first and second grad-
ers, there is no one to read to
them and no one to listen to
them read. There is no one to
reinforce what they are learn-
ing in the classroom.

As a Read Houston Read
volunteer, you can help a
child develop a love for read-

See Reading page 15


