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Opposed to bed 
closures plan
I am very concerned that there has 

been no report on the strenuous 

efforts made by East Devon District 

Council to oppose the closing of  

beds in the rural towns and our 

south-eastern coast.

We formed a joint committee 

with town and county councillors, 

with an independent chairman, to 

oppose proposed bed closures in 

our cottage hospitals in 2015. The 

CCG ignored our representations 

for Axminster, Budleigh Salterton 

and Ottery St Mary but accepted 

the recommendation that Honiton 

was the most accessible site for an 

emergency unit.

When the further consultation 

was announced in 2016, I was 

asked to lead our opposition and 

Neil Parish MP co-ordinated with 

Councillor Paul Diviani and Hugo 

Swire MP an intense lobbying 

exercise to Jeremy Hunt including a 

Westminster debate. 

I worked with all varieties of  

political parties in many protest 

meetings to maintain a non-partisan 

united opposition.

The CCG refused to listen 

despite being proven wrong when 

stating Honiton was excluded for 

reasons of  access (it was coupled 

with Sidmouth, which was far less 

accessible.)

Finally, after the closures across 

the Eastern area were announced, 

our councillors were part of  the 

protest and, apart from Cllr Diviani, 

we all united in a letter which I 

circulated to the health and adult 

care scrutiny members.

Throughout, with the exception 

of  Cllr Diviani, the East Devon 

Conservatives, including our MPs, 

have fought these closures. 

Finally, I have asked Neil Parish 

as chair of  the Rural (EFRA) 

Select Committee to raise the 

issue because the Department of  

Health from Cumbria to Dorset and 

Cornwall has ignored the needs of  

rural communities.

Local Conservatives are furious at 

the CCG for bulldozing the people of  

East Devon. All this for ‘marginal’ 

financial benefit according to their 

own finance committee.

I just ask that you publish this 

letter and my comments to maintain 

our balanced and total objection to 

these closures.
Councillor Mike Allen

East Devon District Council 

Ducks returned 
and the top prize
Recently, my wife and myself  took 

a quiet afternoon stroll along 

one of  the streams in Ottery. 

To our surprise, there were two 

yellow plastic ducks, caught up 

in midstream weeds, stragglers, 

presumably, from The Honiton 

Lions’ Duck Race. 

After some efforts with a long 

stick, worthy of  the Last of  the 

Summer Wine, we retrieved both 

ducks. 

An email to the Lions, and the 

errant ducks were collected the 

following day. Job done!

The next day, I purchased four 

tickets in the Tesco tombola. 

Imagine my surprise when the 

last ticket won the top prize, a 

luxurious make-up case! 

Now, I’m not saying that what 

goes around, comes around, or that 

the Lions have a closer link to the 

Supreme Ruler of  the Universe than 

is generally supposed, but it makes 

you think.
R Connors

Honiton

Chivalry not dead 
Our recognition of  helpfulness and 

sincere thanks go to a father and his 

son who helped us when 

my friend slipped over backwards 

on the wet paving outside the side 

entrance of  Otter Nurseries during 

the afternoon on Wednesday, August 

30.

They not only saved her from 

banging her head and then picked 

her up but the young lad insisted on 

carrying my shopping and they both 

walked us back to my car. 

Fortunately my friend suffered no 

ill effects.

We didn’t think to ask their names 

but I’m sure they will recognise 

themselves.

They were our knights in shining 

armour.

Chivalry is not dead.
Jean Ford (Mrs)

Seaton
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