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Etiquette

The cardinal 
rules of  
re-gifting

To re-gift, or not to re-gift? We 
all know that there’s been a 
long-standing debate on the 
topic — and that at best, it 
leaves everyone agreeing to 
disagree. So let’s put an end to 
the debate once and for all.

I’m here to tell you that, 
yes, re-gifting is acceptable.  

You read that correctly: 
Charles the Butler says it’s 
alright to re-gift. Having said 
that, there’s a rule or two 
involved that we need to 
understand, so let’s go over 
them. 

if you have never used the 
item. This means that, if it 
is a puzzle, you cannot have 
tried putting it together; if 
it is a sweater, you cannot 
have worn it a few times; if 
it’s a DVD, you cannot have 
watched it; if it’s a computer 
game, you cannot have tried 
it out for a couple of weeks. 
The item must be completely 
unused and in its original 
package.

a person who you think will 
really like it. Giving something 
you don’t want just to get it 
out of your house means it’s 
is not a sincere gift. You must 
believe in your heart that the 
person will honestly enjoy 
receiving the item in question 
as a present.

When you give the gift, 
ensure you make an effort to 
wrap it properly, and don’t an-
nounce to the room that it’s a 
re-gift, because that will surely 
make the other person un-
comfortable. Finally, if you’re 
uncomfortable re-gifting 
despite all of the above, then 
don’t — donate the item in its 
original packaging to a charity 
or worthy cause. Someone will 
be happy to find it.

No really — you shouldn’t have. While re-gifting is an acceptable practice, says Charles, there are a few rules you 

need to observe. Otherwise, things can go awry. ISTOCK

CHARLES 
THE BUTLER
askcharlesthebutler@
metronews.ca
For more, visit 
charlesmacpherson.com

Legal Matters

What’s in a 
name change?

I bought a house four 
years ago after separat-
ing from my husband. 
The house is in my name 
and my ex-husband has 
no claim to it. I’m now 
changing my name back 
to my maiden name on 
various documents, and I 
understand that if I want 
my maiden name on 
the title, I have to hire a 
lawyer and pay fees to the 
government. I plan to sell 
the house in the next year, 
so I’ll have to get a lawyer 
then anyway to help me 
with the transfer. Can I 
wait until then to change 
my name?

Your circumstances are 
quite common, though in-
creasingly less so as many 
women no longer take their 
husband’s surname. The 
reality is there are really 
very few implications to 
keeping your former name 
on the title of your house. 
If you felt you didn’t want 
to be associated with your 
ex-husband by name, then 
perhaps I’d suggest you con-
sider changing the name 
sooner rather than later (it 
isn’t something you should 
never fix). However, when 
you sell the property you 
can simply declare you’re 
one and the same person 
and sign the transfer docu-
ments with your married 
name for the last time. 
Thereafter, you’ll be free 
of his name.

LEGAL  
MATTERS
Jeffrey Cowan
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Follow Jeff Cowan on Twitter  

@Cowan_Law  or on cowanlaw.ca

Savvy entrepreneurs are devis-
ing a variety of new in-home 
services for busy condo resi-
dents. From indoor garden-
ing to personal assistants, dog 
walkers and home manicures, 
chances are there’s a service 
available that will save you 
time.

Chris Wong is the co-found-
er of Young Urban Farmers, 
providing a unique range of in-
teresting products and services 
for both indoor and balcony 
condo gardens.

“For our garden set up, we 
typically meet with the indi-
viduals to have a discussion  
about what they like to eat, 
what they’ve tried to grow in 
the past, how much space they 
have, how much time they 
have to spend and of course 
what kind of budget they’re 
looking for. 

“Depending on those fac-
tors, we can tailor a variety of 
different products and services 
to their needs.”

Wong describes their cool 
new Urban Cultivator, an ap-
pliance about the size of a 
condo dishwasher that allows 
you to grow micro greens in-
doors all year-round. “There’s 
an automated system that con-
trols the water and the lighting 

system. All you really need to 
do is re-seed your trays when-
ever you’re ready for them,” he 
says.

Angela Biondi worked for a 
major spa before starting her 
own in-home manicure and 
pedicure service eight years 
ago. Her business, European 
Touch, caters to many condo 
residents. 

“Instead of people going 
to the spa, the spa is going to 
their home. Considering that 
everybody is very busy, it’s 
cutting on traveling times for 
people, especially for the ladies 
if they want to have their nail 
polish dried out nicely and to 
relax in their own homes,” she 
says.

LVCleanCo is a recent star-
tup, providing condo cleaning 
services to the Liberty Village 
neighbourhood. With 10 con-
do towers, the business was 
a no-brainer for proprietor 
Marie-Noelle Durand.

“We ourselves are residents 
of Liberty Village and it’s such 
a booming neighbourhood 
that it just kind of made sense 
to cater to our neighbours, 
to our community. It’s a very 
young neighbourhood with a 

lot of very busy professionals. 
We live there so we have the 
pulse of what people need and 
want,” she says. “Everything is 
online, it’s very fast, it’s very 

secure, it’s very safe.”
There are advantages to 

just focusing on the Liberty Vil-
lage community, says Durand. 
The cleaners get to know the 

layout of your unit and can 
do several suites in the same 
building. People have found 
them online, through flyers 
and through word-of-mouth.

Plants, pedis and pets: In-condo 
services cater to a variety of needs

The Urban Cultivator, supplied by Young Urban Farmers, is an appliance about the size of a condo dishwasher

that lets you grow micro greens indoors all year round. CONTRIBUTED

Time savers. As more 

condos sprout up, so 

do more businesses 

that tailor offerings to 

residents’ needs
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Green thumbs on call

“For our garden set up, 
we typically meet with 
the individuals to have a 
discussion about what they 
like to eat, what they’ve 
tried to grow in the past ... 
and of course what kind of 
budget they’re looking for.”
Chris Wong, co-founder of  
Young Urban Farmers


