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ACCIONA to build Al Kho-
bar desalination facility
On July 17, 2018, Saline Water 
Conversion Corporation (SWCC), a 
government corporation in Saudi 
Arabia, awarded a design-and-
build contract to the Spanish com-
pany ACCIONA Agua to build the 
Al Khobar desalination plant in 
Khobar. Located on the east coast 
of Saudi Arabia approximately 
400 kilometers from Riyadh, 
the facility will have a capacity 
of 210,000 cubic meters per day 
upon its scheduled completion 
in 2 years. 

According to Middle East 
Managing Director for ACCIONA 
Infrastructure Jesús Sancho, this 
project will “be our sixth seawater 
reverse osmosis desalination 
plant in the Gulf.” In 2012, AC-
CIONA Agua was awarded the 
contract to design, build, and 
commission the Al Jubail RO4 
seawater desalination facility for 
Marafiq along with SBG-PCMC, 
which serves both the city and 
the industrial complex in the 
country’s Eastern Province on 
the Arab Sea coast.

Fluence system to treat 
power plant effluent
Fluence Corporation Limited 
will design and build a US$3.5-
million water treatment facility 
that will treat water from aquifers 
and process water to maximize 
recovery rates for a power plant 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 
system includes several stages 
and uses multi-media filter, ultra-
filtration, reverse osmosis, and 
electrodeionization technology. 
The system is scheduled for start-
up by June 2019.

Global consultancy Frost and 
Sullivan recently awarded Flu-
ence Corporation “2018 Global 
Decentralized Water and Waste-

water Treatment Company of the 
Year,” noting its “easy to use, sus-
tainable, smart and cost-effective 
solutions as well as a remarkable 
year of growth, innovation, and 
leadership.” Fluence is based in 
White Plains, New York, United 
States.

 
Berghof Membranes —
Aquaporin sign agreement
Berghof Membrane Technology 
GmbH of Germany and Aquaporin 
A/S of Denmark signed a joint 
development agreement that initi-
ates commercial efforts to launch 
products based on their respective 
expertise in forward osmosis (FO) 
and tubular membrane technolo-
gies, targeted for high-strength 
industrial wastewater and food 
and beverage process streams.

This agreement marks the next 
stage in a previously announced 
cooperation between both com-
panies to develop breakthrough 
membrane technologies that 
minimize energy consumption, 
maximize water reuse, and recover 
valuable resources from chal-
lenging process and wastewater 
streams.

Aquaporin Asia and Berghof 
Membranes have been working 
together under a 3-year research 
and development project funded 
by Singapore National Research 
Foundation with a grant of US$1.8 
million under its Environment & 
Water Research Programme and 
administered by PUB, Singapore’s 
National Water Agency.

Strategic investment ex-
pands Atlantis RDI™ CDI 
global reach
On June 6, Atlantis Technologies 
announced a US$2 million Series-
A investment from Evapco, Inc. 
and CentreGold Capital along with 
global licensing and distribution 

agreements. The funds will be 
used to scale up the team, increase 
production capability, develop 
next-generation systems, and 
expand global sales and service.

Atlantis Technologies addresses 
the global problem of desalinat-
ing industrial water. Winner of 
multiple innovation awards, the 
company says that its patented 
RDI™ technology in conjunction 
with a supply and license agree-
ment from Voltea, Inc. offers clean 
water recovery of up to 95 percent 
at a lower cost of ownership than 
state-of-the-art desalination tech-
nologies. 

The Atlantis Technologies’ 
desalination system is based on 
the patented RDI supercapacitor 
platform that can economically 
desalinate industrial water and 
wastewater from operations such 
as from oil, paper, power, min-
ing, and food and beverage. The 
capacitative deionization (CDI) 
process desalinates by passing 
salty water between two oppositely 
charged supercapacitors. The salt 
ions are pulled from the water and 
adsorbed onto the supercapacitor, 
allowing clean water to exit. 

The June 6 agreement provides 
Evapco, a global manufacturer of 
heat transfer equipment, with a 
full technology license and global 
exclusive distribution rights to the 
Atlantis Technologies desalina-
tion system for commercial HVAC 
and process cooling applications. 
Emerging San Francisco-based in-
vestment firm CentreGold Capital 
will have distribution rights for the 
technology in China, excluding 
HVAC applications, through its 
Chinese parent company, Nanfang 
Zhongjin Environment Co., Ltd.  

Atlantis Technologies CEO Pat-
rick Curran says, “As a technology 
partner and licensor for industry 
giant Evapco, Atlantis will be able 

to introduce CDI to the cooling 
tower market. With the support of 
CentreGold and Nanfang, we will 
be able to securely penetrate the 
Chinese market.”

  
Gradiant establishes R&D 
center in Singapore
US-based Gradiant Corporation 
established a new research and 
development center in Singapore, 
which will also serve as its Asia-
Pacific headquarters. Supported 
by the Singapore Economic 
Development Board, Gradiant 
will be able to expedite the devel-
opment of solutions for industrial 
desalination, brine minimiza-
tion, and water reuse. The facility 
will initially employ 10 senior 
water scientists and engineers, 
many of whom were trained 
at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in Boston, 
Gradiant’s main headquarters. 
The company plans to double the 
size of the team by the end of this 
year, capitalizing on Singapore’s 
expertise in the water technology 
sector. Gradiant CTO and co-
founder Prakash Govindan leads 
the Singapore-based team.

Singapore is a leading incuba-
tor for some of the world’s most 
innovative solutions to global 
challenges, such as in wastewa-
ter reclamation and seawater 
desalination. Water and envi-
ronmental sustainability have 
become a core pillar with US$670 
million of government funding 
invested in the water industry 
since 2006 and more than 200 
water companies currently based 
in Singapore.

Last April, Gradiant estab-
lished an Indian subsidiary 
based in Chennai, and the 
company unveiled plans and 
leadership for Gradiant China 
last month. 

On June 4, Brown and Caldwell an-
nounced the promotion of Wendy 
Broley, PE, to vice president and 
One Water, responsible for setting 
the strategy and managing the 
environmental engineering and 
construction firm’s growing One 
Water team. The One Water ap-
proach views all water – drinking 
water, wastewater, stormwater, 
groundwater, and more – as 
valued resources to be managed 
holistically and sustainably.

With 18 years’ experience in 
water and wastewater engineering 
and operations, Broley will lever-
age the consultancy’s expanding 

reuse, advanced treatment, and 
One Water teams to help municipal 
and industrial clients optimize 
existing water resources and create 
new supplies to meet 21st-century 
water challenges. 

Throughout her career, she has 
led the operation and optimization 
of several pilot-scale and full-scale 
advanced water purification sys-
tems for non-potable and potable 
reuse in the United States and 
worldwide. Projects of note include 
San Diego’s Pure Water Program, an 
award-winning 265 million-liters-
per-day groundwater replenish-
ment system in Fountain Valley, 

California, and a 189-million-liters-
per-day recycled water project in 
Queensland, Australia.

Amir Ali Giti has joined US compa-
ny PolyCera® Membranes, a Water 
Planet company, as vice president 
of sales and marketing following 
more than 25 years of experience 
in the water and environmental 
industry. The US-based company, 
headquartered in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, develops and markets next-
generation membrane technology 
for industrial wastewater treatment 
and process separation.

Prior to joining PolyCera, he was 

the business unit manager of 
Commercial Marine, Offshore 
Oil & Gas at Parker Hannifin, 
a leader in motion and control 
technologies. Earlier, he was 
the vice president of sales at 
APTwater, Inc., and served as 
director of marketing and busi-
ness development at Severn Trent 
Services, where he also held 
other management positions. In 
all, he has executed more than 
8,000 projects globally serving 
industrial and municipal markets  
and has been responsible for 
more than US$220 million in 
annual sales. 
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