
Local & Region
A2 |  Tuesday, April 12, 2016  | The Vail Daily

OUR PICKS FOR THE
TOP TWO ACTIVITIES IN
THE VAIL VALLEY TODAY

2DO

1Ask questions  
about solar energy  

Roofless Solar will discuss 
solar projects during a free 
event at 5 p.m. today at 
Loaded Joe’s in Avon. Food 
and drink will be provided. 
Attendees will learn how they 
can save money on their elec-
tric bill and have a positive 
environmental impact. For 
more information, visit  
www.rooflesssolar.com.

2Join the Edwards 
Chess Club — Local 

chess enthusiasts of all abili-
ties can meet with like-mind-
ed players every Tuesday 
evening in the Colorado 
Mountain College, Edwards, 
cafeteria from 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
Bring your own boards and 
pieces. The front door may be 
locked after 9 p.m. Call Omar 
970-401-0437 for details.

Founded by Jim Pavelich & Jon Van Housen

Publisher
Don Rogers  970-748-2920

CALL US:  970-949-0555
STOP BY THE OFFICE:
40780 U.S. Highway 6 
Avon, CO 81620

Want to…
Place a classified?  970-845-9937
Advertise?  970-748-2946
Distribute our paper?  970-748-2976
Submit a news tip?  970-748-2929
Submit a sports tip?  970-748-2934

Submit to Town Talk?  970-748-2933
Submit to High Life Calendar?  970-748-2988
Submit to High Life Tips?  970-748-2984

IN MEMORY
Claudia Nelson

EDITORIAL
Editor
Ed Stoner  970-748-2929
Business Editor
Scott Miller  970-748-2930
Copy Chief
Kaylee Porter 970-748-2916
Copy Editors
Ali Murray 970-748-2912
Melanie Grangaard 970-748-2914 
Graphics
Amanda Swanson  970-748-2918
Reporters
Ross Leonhart 970-748-2915

Randy Wyrick  970-748-2935
John LaConte 970-748-2988
Sports Editor
Chris Freud  970-748-2934
Arts and Entertainment Editor
Krista Driscoll 970-748-2984
Photographer
Townsend Bessent 970-748-2987
Eagle Valley Enterprise
Pam Boyd  970-328-6656

BUSINESS OFFICE
Accounts Receivable
Debby Giordano  970-777-3130

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director
Patrick Connolly  970-748-2946 
Upvalley
Chris Jacobson 970-748-2904
Heidi Bricklin
Midvalley
Amanda Picola 970-748-2948

Downvalley
Carole Bukovich  970-748-2962
Business Development
Paul Abling 970-748-2948
Real Estate
Krystal Brunell 970-748-2921

MARKETING AND CIRCULATION
Marketing
Mark Bricklin  970-748-2906
Creative Services
Mary Ann Zimpel  970-748-2947
Circulation
David Hakes  970-748-2976

VAIL DAILY MAGAZINE GROUP
General Manager
Susan Ludlow 970-748-2913
Account Director
Karen Suing 970-748-2926
Account Manager
Allison Zweig 970-748-2938

Editor
Wren Bova  970-748-2908
Associate Editor
Stephen Wood 970-748-2924

Published mornings, seven days a week by Colorado 
Mountain News Media, 40780 US Hwy 6 & 24, Avon, 
CO 81620 Postmaster: Send address changes to PO 
Box 81, Vail, CO 81658 Subscription rates: $164 per 
year for Sunday edition only by standard mail. $4 
per day Sunday only by first class mail. Advertisers 
purchase space and circulation only. All Property 
rights to any advertisements produced for the 
advertisers by the Vail Daily using artwork and/or 
typography furnished or arranged by the Vail Daily 
shall be property of the Vail Daily. No such ad or any 
part thereof may be reproduced or assigned without 
the consent of the Vail Daily. Vail Daily assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors beyond the cost of 
the actual space occupied by the error.

VAIL — Staying after school 
doesn’t sound fun, unless you’re 
part of Youth Power 365’s Pwr 
Hrs program at local schools.

At Red Sandstone Elementa-
ry School, 33 second- through 
fifth-graders are part of the aca-
demic enrichment program in its 
first year at the school. Students 
stay after school a few days a week 
and further their literary, math 
and other skills. That’s the aca-
demic part.

“If we’re going to have kids stay 
after school to build academics, 
we need to throw in an enrich-
ment component,” said Laurine 
Megna-Davis, reading and library 
specialist at Red Sandstone.

That’s where the Vail Recre-
ation District and Ski & Snow-
board Club Vail come in with 
the fun part. Dan Weiland, Ski 
& Snowboard Club Vail’s Nordic 
program director, helped get new 
Nordic equipment for each of the 

students, and the Vail Recreation 
District provides and maintains 
a field for some of the kids’ first 
experience on skis.

“This is a brain child of Dan’s 
for a long time,” Megna-Da-
vis said. “He’s had this vision of 
wanting to bring Nordic skiing to 
a segment of the population that 
otherwise wouldn’t be exposed.”

NOT JUST A ‘HOMEWORK CLUB’
Red Sandstone offered three 

Pwr Hrs sessions this school year, 
each being a seven-week program. 
Much more than a “homework 

club,” the program helps kids be 
social in an ever growing world of 
technology.

“This can be a hard place, par-
ticularly if you’re a kid and you 
don’t really like winter,” said Chad 
Young, of the recreation district 
and one of the two Nordic coaches 
for Red Sandstone’s Pwr Hrs. “So 
to get out there and have a lot of 
fun with winter, it makes a big 
difference.”

Vail Recreation District staff 
went above and beyond when 
creating a place for the students 
to Nordic ski. Instead of just 

the track around a field, they 
groomed the middle to make 
room to play everything from 
sharks and minnows to soccer.

“It’s fun. It’s a chance where I 
get to be a kid again,” said Chris-
tian Kloser, of Ski & Snowboard 
Club Vail and the second Nordic 
coach of the program. “They know 
how to have fun, they don’t know 
how to Nordic ski completely, but 
we try to incorporate both. It’s re-
ally fun to see the improvement.”

On the first day, the two coaches 
took the young Nordic enthusi-
asts to a small hill, where “some 
of the kids are crawling up the hill 
and some of the kids are slipping,” 
Young said. “They just look like ger-
bils on a wheel — going nowhere.”

At the culmination of the final 
Pwr Hrs session of the season on 
Wednesday and Thursday, the 
students completed an obstacle 
course, where that hill from day 1 
was the easiest part.

“It’s great to have kids that stick 
with the program,” Kloser said, 
“but regardless, giving them, this 
experience at this age is some-
thing you can’t really get other 
places. It gets them out on skis, 
which you want to be able to do 
when you live in an area like this.”

Reporter Ross Leonhart can 
be reached at 970-748-2915 
and rleonhart@vaildaily.com. 
Follow him on Instagram at 
colorado_livin_on_the_hill.

Hitting the books, and the Nordic track

By Ross Leonhart
rleonhart@vaildaily.com

Red Sandstone Elementary School students skate on the Nordic track 
set up outside of the school. While Wednesday and Thursday were 
the culminating events, students will continue to use the track at the 
school while weather permits.

Red Sandstone’s 
Pwr Hrs academic 
enrichment program 
is a collaboration with 
Youth Power 365, Vail 
Recreation District, Ski 
& Snowboard Club Vail
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