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P
ope Francis, the religious
leader of 1.2 billion Catholics
worldwide, will follow in the
footsteps of Pope Paul VI, John
Paul II, and Benedict XVI by

visiting New York City. He will be in
town Sept. 24 and 25. This week’s cler-
gy discuss what they would say if they
had a chance to speak with the Holy
Father.

Arthur Dobrin
Leader emeritus, Ethical Humanist Soci-
ety of Long Island, Garden City

Thank you for bringing attention to
the spiritual relationship between

humanity and the Earth upon which we
all live. Without a healthy planet, we all
suffer. For far too long we have taken
from our Mother as greedy children,
having forgotten the simple truth that
we must also be her stewards. Call on
everyone to do his or her part in ensur-
ing the Earth continues to nourish
everyone. Thank you for reminding
those who are the captains of our econ-
omy that their first goal is to provide
for the welfare of the public. Capitalism
without the brakes of morality is a
greedy monster. Thank you for stating
again what religions have always held:
Those who have much owe much to
those who have little. Wealth by itself
is not evil, but wealth that isn’t proper-
ly shared brings about great evils.
Thank you for putting compassion at
the center of your concerns. Without a
concern for humanity there can be no
morality, and without morality we are
all lost. Thank you for bringing justice
to the forefront of your papal message.
The Bible calls for justice, all religions

call for justice, ethics put justice at the
heart of things.

Sister Helen Kearney
President, Sisters of St. Joseph,
Brentwood

My first words to Pope Francis would
be those of gratitude for his joy and

engagement with our world. I admire his
openness and honesty in naming the
difficult issues of our time and the chal-
lenge to advocate for the poor and exclud-
ed. Pope Francis reminds us that this
includes all of creation. You cannot
separate humanity from the rest; there is
a relationship of mutual impact, and also
the rebound effect when the environ-
ment is abused. I would ask the pope to

continue to call us to seek sustainable
development to preserve our common
home. This includes examining our
patterns of consumption and waste that
deplete our environment. As he reminds
us in “Laudato Si’,” the deterioration of
the environment and of society affects
the most vulnerable. I admire the pope’s
forthrightness in saying that special and
economic interests trump the common
good, creating enormous inequalities.
Pope Francis points out that there is
tremendous power and possibility for
committed men and women to be inven-
tive and create alternatives that foster
justice, collaboration and peace. I would
ask Pope Francis to create opportunities
for open and honest conversations
around complex issues, such as the role

of women in the Church, divorce, homo-
sexuality, the death penalty, immigration
and human trafficking.

The Rev. Thomas A. Cardone
Chaplain, Kellenberg Memorial High
School, Uniondale

Holy Father, it is with great joy that we
welcome you to our country, one

that was founded on biblical principles of
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures.
While you are with us, I ask that you
focus on three themes that are important
for us today. The first is witness; we need
to learn about the importance of biblical
witness. In an age that no longer knows
nor understands the Catholic theological
tradition (or other faith traditions) about
family, virtue and life issues, teach us to
bear witness to them by the quality of our
lives. Second, having worked with teenag-
ers and young people at Kellenberg
Memorial, Chaminade and Saint Martin
De Porres Marianist School all my life, I
am convinced that our culture needs to
form young people as future leaders and
community servants. Teach us and them
to set aside narcissism, self-preoccupa-
tion and self-indulgence and become
aware of the fact that we are all responsi-
ble for the well-being of one another.
May they learn that their lives are not
about them but about God working
through them, with them and in them.
And finally teach us more fully about
mercy so we can celebrate this jubilee
year with fervor rather than fear. Our
culture has fostered a lifestyle where we
slide into self-absorption and can easily
neglect the poor, the homeless, those
suffering with mental and physical illness
and those paralyzed with anxiety, depres-
sion and fear. As St. Francis called us to
be instruments of peace, Pope Francis,
call us to be instruments of mercy.

This event serves as the opening
meeting of the Pnina Chapter

(Merrick-Bellmore) of Hadassah.
The general meeting includes a

discussion of upcoming events,
trips and community outreach
programs and is geared toward
those interested in fundraising for
the organization. Singer/songwrit-
er Naomi Zeitlin provides enter-
tainment. Refreshments to follow.

Hadassah, an international
Women’s Zionist Organization, is
committed to its partnership with
the land and people of Israel.
Hadassah provides medical care
for people worldwide, regardless
of race, ethnicity or nationality.
WHEN | WHERE 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Merrick Jewish Centre,
225 Fox Blvd., Merrick
INFO 516-221-4107, hadassah.org
ADMISSION $5 donation

— WHITNEY LEE

Helen Kearney

TODAY
OUTDOOR ROSARY PROCESSION
BRENTWOOD 1 p.m., St. Anne’s Church, 88 Second
Ave., proceeds to St. Luke’s Church, Wicks Road,
Benediction and refreshments follow,
stannebrentwood.org, 631-667-2532.

ANTI-SEMITISM TALK
DIX HILLS Discussion of current state of local and
international anti-Semitism efforts by Evan Bernstein,
New York regional director of the Anti-Defamation
League, 9:30 p.m., free, RSVP, Chai Center, 501
Vanderbilt Pkwy., thechaicenter.com, 631-351-8672.

SELICHOT SERVICES
MANHASSET Services led by Rabbi Todd Chizer and
Cantor Abbe Sher with a program by Irving Roth,
8-10 p.m., free, Temple Judea of Manhasset, 333
Searingtown Rd., temple-judea.com, 516-621-8049.

TOMORROW
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
SOUTHAMPTON Features archival cinematic works
that highlight the history of Jewish cinema and Jewish
life in Europe before World War II, 7:30 p.m.,
Southampton Cultural Center, 25 Pond Lane, $15,
information available at scc-arts.org or 631-287-4377.

THE WEEK AHEAD
BLESSED MOTHER’S BIRTHDAY
MALVERNE Candlelight rosary procession and
Benediction, refreshments follow, 7:15 p.m. Tuesday,
sponsored by the Legion of Mary, Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, 65 Wright Ave.,
ollchurchmalverne.org, 516-599-1269.

GREAT STORIES: ROSH HASHANAH
MANHASSET Geared to ages 1-7 and their families,
songs, stories and crafts in celebration of Rosh
Hashanah, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Barnes & Noble, 1542
Northern Blvd., free, sjjcc.org, 516-484-1545.

EAST END YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
SAG HARBOR For all teenagers, social and education-
al programs, 7 p.m. Wednesdays, lower level of

Community Bible Church, 2837 Noyac Rd.,
cbhamptons.com, 631-725-4155

MULTIFAITH OPEN HOUSE
BROOKVILLE Meet clergy from various faith commu-
nities and learn about worship, education, fellowship
and service opportunities, 10 a.m. Thursday, Brookville
Reformed Church, 2 Brookville Rd., free,
brookvillechurch.org, 516-626-0414.

OPEN HOUSE
HAUPPAUGE Prospective members invited to visit
synagogue and religious school, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Temple Beth Chai, 870 Townline Rd., free,
bethchaiofhauppauge.com, 631-724-5807.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM EVENT
SMITHTOWN Thomas Renker, general counsel of the
Diocese of Rockville Centre, discusses how religious
freedoms are being undermined and talks about ways
they can be preserved, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, St.
Patrick’s Church, 280 E. Main St., free, stpatricksmith-
town.org, 631-265-2271.

INTERFAITH REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
PLAINVIEW In observance of the anniversary of Sept.
11, 2001, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 99 Central Park Rd., free, 516-349-1966.

Compiled by Gene Sullivan

Hadassah meeting

If you could meet the pope,
what would you say to him?

Arthur Dobrin

ASKING THE CLERGY
Thomas A. Cardone
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SUBMIT NOTICES ONLINE three weeks in
advance at exploreLI.com/submitevent. Look
for “faith” in the “community” folder. When
registered users of newsday.com submit an
event online, it goes into our database with
top priority. Upload photos and videos, too!
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