
He made an immense contribution
to the city and its port through
his civil engineering skills. He was
also consultant to the Japanese
Government on the country’s first
railway, which eventually ran
between Tokyo and Yokohama. He
also introduced Western sewage
systems, tarmac roads and modern
bridges. His insistence in the use of
sound mathematics eventually led
to him creating Japan’s first school
specialising in maths and closely
associated subjects.
Bruce Moglia
Bridge of Weir

VONNYMoyes asks: ‘Why learn
Gaelic?’ It’s part of our heritage and
for a sizeable number of people on
Eilean Siar and other parts of the
Highlands it’s the language of the
home. I’m two generations away
from fluent native speakers in my
family but I’m learning because I
want to know more of our culture,
our songs; what our placenames and

the names of our hills mean; the way
we say things in English eg the
difference between ‘where are you
from?’ (‘Cò às a tha thu?’) and
‘where do you live?’ (Caite a’bheil
thu a’ fuireach?) – when I lived in
England both meant the same but to
a Scot they’re different.
Some of my neighbours here in

Embo remember being belted at
school unless they spoke English and
they went to school knowing only
Gaelic. Perhaps that’s why I want to
speak the language. Depriving us of
it was part of the effort to anglicise
us in just the same way we’d get the
tawse in East Lothian if we spoke
Scots instead of “proper English”.
There’re both part of our identity.
Catriona Grigg
Embo

ANENT the recent stushie about the
Gaelic language: when I was a wee
girl, my family was in the habit of
going out to the Hebrides every
summer, since my father’s family
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AS a resident for 22 years and the
local MSP I agree with Councillor
Ellen Morton when she writes that
Argyll & Bute is a great place to live
(‘Controversy shouldn’t overshadow
the good things about Argyll and
Bute’, The National, July 4).
However, I believe that is despite
the current leadership of Argyll &
Bute council, not because of it.

The very thin list of council
achievements quoted by Cllr
Morton includes lots of things that
organisations other than the
council have driven forward and
paid for (in whole or in part).

Of course she fails to mention the
endless downsides that are a result
of the shambolic and secretive
administration of which she, as
leader of the rickle of local
LibDems left in electoral office, is a
part and which remains under
investigation by Audit Scotland.

She is also uncharacteristically
modest about her own prominent
role in these things – for example
her championing of the attempt by
the council to close 26 schools
(thankfully defeated), her
implacable opposition to helping
the South Cowal community to buy
Castle Toward, and her insistence
on spending more than £300,000 on
extra economic development and
strategic transport HQ jobs before
the council’s own economic forum
has even reported.

I could go on, but the point is

clear. Cllr Morton is merely
peddling the current council spin
line, which is to assert that the only
thing wrong in the area is the
criticism made by opposition
councillors, myself and a host of
external commentators. Meanwhile
the reality is very different, as my
daily post bag proves.

Indeed, even their own long-
suffering council staff are now
totally demoralised by the day-to-
day chaos caused by Cllr Morton
and her ragbag Independent/
Liberal/Tory administration.
Michael Russell MSP
Glendaruel
Argyll

AS one of the world’s wealthiest
tycoons, Roman Abramovich has
his pick of secluded islands and
opulent holiday resorts from the
Azores to the Bahamas. Instead he
picks the beautiful Isle of Bute.

It was delightful to see the
Russian oligarch’s yacht moored at
Rothesay. Given the fact the
Chelsea football club owner courts
the international press wherever he
and his family go, it’s great to have
the spotlight on Argyll & Bute, which
is surely one of the most splendid
areas of Scotland.

Hopefully this latest visitor will
boost the area’s international
profile.
Mary O’Neill
Glasgow

had hailed from there. It was the
custom, in these days, to go visiting
– or ceilidhing, as they would have
termed it – to catch up with friends
and relatives. Quite often my Dad
would whisper “just smile and
shake hands with her, because she
does not have the English”.
Frequently, Dad would ask a child

to speak to him in Gaelic – but the
child would first shake, then hang,
his head. “Why?” you may ask. The
answer is quite simple: although
Gaelic was spoken all the time in the
house, the child would have been
physically punished for speaking it in
school! The language was proscribed
by the Westminster government,
thus the whole question is entirely
political.
Margaret Sutherland
Stirling

WHILE in principle I have some
sympathy with the High Court’s
view that relatives of the victim
should not be permitted to appeal a
murder conviction, the recent ruling
against the relatives of some of the
Lockerbie victims would be less
concerning if the Lord Advocate and
the Crown Office had not spent the
last five years choking off every
attempt to pursue other avenues,
insisting that an appeal application
by these very people was the only
proper way to pursue their concerns
(Lockerbie families lose bid to
appeal al-Megrahi verdict, The
National, July 4).
In my opinion the Crown Office

now knows perfectly well that the
original Lockerbie investigation was
badly off the rails from the earliest
weeks. Conclusive evidence showing
the bomb to have been introduced
at Heathrow was ignored, leading to
the two-year pursuit of a red herring
down the blind alley that led to
Malta airport and the unfortunate
Abdelbaset al-Megrahi. I explain
this clearly in my book Adequately
Explained by Stupidity? (Matador
2013), which was submitted to the
SCCRC by the legal team as part
of the appeal application. Make no
mistake, this new analysis of the
forensic evidence proves Megrahi’s
innocence beyond doubt.
Dr Morag Kerr
West Linton

RE: the recent correspondence on
monarch numbers, the sequence was
actually broken when Edward VII
acceded Victoria – he should have
been referred to as Edward VII of
England and I of Scotland, as his
ancestors James I/VI and II/VII
had been. Admittedly the
Nationalist movement was several
years away, but I would’ve thought
there would’ve been some outcry.
Does anyone know of any?
Alan Anderson
North Berwick

TOTALLY agree with Mark Waters’s
comments in Saturday’s National.
Paul Kavanagh’s article, Cheers
drown last chance for the Union,
should be issued as a pull-out to
distribute to all, family, friends and
colleagues.
MalcolmW Shaw
Address supplied

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.thenational.scot
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @scotnational / OUR SISTER PAPER: @newsundayherald
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/thenationalnewspaperscotland

THE National runs three regular features on our letters
pages. On Tuesday, we let our readers know if there are
any Scottish Government consultations to which they can
contribute. On Wednesday, in our Reading List, we link to
interesting blogs on Scottish politics.
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any event (although Ukip supporters are advised not to
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features to reporters@thenational.scot
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