
Ski & Snowboard Club Vail 
freeskiers soar to success

VAIL — Over the weekend, Ski & 
Snowboard Club Vail freeskiers tested the 
recently opened terrain park and pipe at 
Golden Peak, reaching new heights at the 
USSA Rocky Mountain Freeski Cham-
pionships along with fellow competitors 
from the region. Any freeskier from the 
Rocky Mountain region who is a member 
of USSA was eligible to compete on Sat-
urday and Sunday.“I am so appreciative 
for all of the hard work of Vail Resorts 
in the park and the pipe to get things up 
and running to be able to hold the com-
petition this weekend,” said Elana Chase, 
SSCV freestyle and snowboard program 
director.

Athletes tested their gravitational 
limits in big air, slopestyle, and half pipe 
competitions in hopes of earning USSA 
points to qualify for Junior Nationals, 
an invitation to the Rev Tour, and at the 
highest of levels, World Cups, the Olym-
pics and Winter XGames. This weekend’s 
competition could also earn competitors 
the honor of qualifying for the Colorado 
All-Star Team.

SSCV FREESKIERS OFF TO WINTER 
XGAMES AND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Three post-grad SSCV athletes who have 
been with the program for several years 
have qualified for some of the elite level 
events. Annalisa Drew, originally  from An-
dover, Massachusetts, and Aaron Blunck, 
originally from Crested Butte, both 2014 
Sochi Olympians, have qualified for the 
upcoming Winter XGames and the World  
Championships. However, due to sched-
uling conflicts, they’ve chosen to compete 
in just the Winter XGames. Broby Leeds, 
another SSCV freeskier, Vail local and long-
time SSCV athlete, has qualified to com-
pete in the World Championships. All of 
Saturday’s and Sunday’s competitors were 
judged by a panel on the following catego-
ries, leading to an overall impression and 

score: execution, difficulty, creativity and 
progression. Style and grabs may subtly 
help the score. It was a great weekend for 
SSCV freeski athletes of all ages.

The big air competition was particularly 
exciting — athletes performed a trick off 
a big jump. There is a push to include big 
air in the next Olympics and so it is being 
introduced to young athletes at various 
events. More than 25 athletes competed in 
big air.

Paula Cooper, a full-time SSCV athlete 
and student at Vail Ski & Snowboard Acad-
emy who competed in all three events and 
took several first place finishes, believes 
that the competition this weekend was 
top-rate for athletes of all levels. “The little 
kids have a chance to see what it’s like to 
compete and how fun it is, while the older 
ones have a chance to showcase their tricks 
and push themselves to perform their best,” 
Cooper said.

For top three overall finishers and all SSCV 
athlete results, see below.  A full list of results 
can be found at www.rockymountain 
freestyle.com. 
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Zach Fedrizzi launches into the air in 
Saturday’s Rocky Mountain Freeski 
Slopestyle competition. Fedrizzi is a Ski 
& Snowboard Club Vail full-time athlete, 
and he attends Vail Ski and Snowboard 
Academy, SSCV’s academic partner.
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Questions to ask your
PHYSICIAN vein specialist:
How many procedures have they

successfully performed?
Dr. Dando has performed over 10,000 laser vein  

surgeries and 15,000 sclerotherapy sessions.

Do they practice vein medicine  
exclusively, or are their vein  

activities part of a larger practice?
Dr. Dando has practiced vein medicine 

exclusively since 2005.

Are they board-certified  
in vein medicine?

Dr. Dando is double board-certified in 
Vein Medicine and Internal Medicine.
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