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MP says £10,000 pay
increase would not be
fair to constituents
IN a bid to distance himself from the
image of fat cat politicians living in
luxury at the taxpayers’ expense, one
Enfield MP has turned his nose up at
the offer of a pay rise.
Nick de Bois, Conservative MP for

Enfield North, issued a public
statement on Monday, insisting that
accepting the proposed pay rise of
almost £10,000 “would not be fair to
my constituents”.
His determination to remain on his

current salary of about £66,000
comes after reports emerged that the
Independent Parliamentary Standards
Authority will recommend next week
that pay for politicians should rise
to £75,000.
However, Mr de Bois, who won his

Enfield North seat from Labour’s
Joan Ryan in 2010 after she was
caught up in the expenses scandal,
said: “My job is to represent my con-
stituents’ interests.
“I publish my expense claims on my

website every month and try to give
good value to the residents I serve.
“Accepting such a pay rise would

not be fair to my constituents.”
His Edmonton counterpart, Labour’s

Andy Love, has said that the wage
hike should only go ahead if all public
sector workers are boosted equally.
Responding to Mr de Bois’ call for

austerity, Mr Love said: “Any decision

for an increase in MPs’ pay must be
consistent with what is happening to
nurses, teachers and others in the pub-
lic sector as well as conditions in the
private sector.
“I am clear that any decision by

IPSA must reflect wider economic
circumstances.
“That is why it is right that MPs

have had their pay frozen for several
years, given the circumstances facing
my constituents.”
The Conservative MP for Enfield

Southgate, David Burrowes, has
called for a wholescale reform of the

way in which politicians are paid and
insists that the best way to curb the
excesses of Westminster would be to
ban expenses altogether.
He told the Advertiser: “My own

view is that the remuneration of MPs
should be reformed by scrapping
expenses. In any event we need to
reduce the cost of politics – nationally
and locally.
“Following the expenses scandal the

issue of deciding the amount of MPs’
salary, pension, expenses was rightly
taken out of the hands of MPs and
given to an independent authority.”
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Money matters: Nick de Bois, left, feels the proposed £10,000 pay
rise for MPs is unfair, and David Burrowes wants expenses scrapped
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