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3 lucky readers will win 1 pair of tickets to
“Sleeping Beauty on Ice”

(total value $190)

The sony centre for the performing arts
performance saturday, November 21st at 7:30 pm

To be eligible to win click on “Contests” at www.cjnews.com and email us your name, address and daytime phone 
number or mail/fax us the information. All entries received by 3 p.m. on Monday, November 9th are eligible.  
The winning entries will be randomly selected at The CJN offices on Tuesday, November 10th. The winners 
will be notified the same day. Odds of winning depend on the number of entries received. One entry per person. 

The CJN will not enter into any correspondence with contestants.
Email your information to “contest@thecjn.ca” Re: “sleepiNG BeauTy” contest, or mail to:

The Canadian Jewish News 1750 Steeles Ave. W. Suite 218, Concord, Ontario, L4K 2L7 or fax to: 416-391-0949.
Employees and family members of The CJN, Canadian Primedia, Sony Centre for the Performing Arts are not eligible to enter.

Any car. Any age.
One passion.
Whatever vehicle you’re looking for - 
new or used, from any brand - Pfaff 
Leasing offers you the flexibility you 
need, to drive what you want, when 
you want. We have access to every 
vehicle on the market, and offer a 
level of personal care unmatched in 
the business.

Heather Levitt
905-851-6311 ext. 5212
hlevitt@pfaffleasing.com

618 Chrislea Road 
Woodbridge, ON L4L 8K9

pfaffleasing.com

Israeli theatre troupe brings its act to Toronto
SHlomo  KApuSTIN
Special To The cJN

A theatre without a home will bring its 
first shows to Toronto’s Jewish commun-
ity next month.

“A ‘wandering theatre’ means we don’t 
have our venue,” said Joseph Fackenheim, 
artistic director of Aspaklaria Jewish Rep-
ertory Theatre. 

“We’ll go to anywhere with a stage, and it 
doesn’t even have to have a stage… Syna-
gogues, community centres, various or-
ganizations, as long as they have a venue 
for us to perform. The way that we’re built, 
we cater to these audiences, to travel, to 
be adaptable to various places.”

The season will begin at Shaarei Shomay-
im Congregation on Nov. 14, with Dead End, 
which analyzes intergenerational com-
munication via the story of a runaway girl.

Beth Avraham Yoseph of Toronto in 
Thornhill has also committed to a show, 
probably later next month and probably 
featuring the same play. 

Founded in Israel 15 years ago, Aspak-
laria is Israel’s only repertory or govern-
ment-supported theatre company exclu-
sively dedicated to Jewish themes and 
culture. It has produced more than 40 
plays over its 15-year history and boasts 
over 300 performances per year.

In Toronto, it will join a theatre scene 
that already has the Harold Green Jewish 
Theatre Company and the Teatron Toron-
to Jewish Theatre, which plans to return 
for the 2016-2017 season after a one-year 
hiatus. But Aspaklaria’s leadership sees 
its touring model complementing, not 
threatening, the established players.

Talks are underway for performances in 
other Canadian cities – Montreal and Van-
couver are top of mind – and U.S. dates 
could follow.

For Fackenheim, who has performed 

with the group for the past six years, the 
project represents a kind of homecom-
ing. His father, Emil Fackenheim, was 
the rabbi at Holy Blossom Temple and a 
professor of philosophy at the University 
of Toronto. When Joseph was three, the 
family moved to Israel.

Years later, the family name has trig-
gered memories and opened doors, as Jo-
seph launches Aspaklaria’s North America 
beachhead. 

“I had a phone call today from a shul 
that’s interested,” he recalled last week. 
“‘Fackenheim’ – that name rings a bell. 
You’re not related by any chance to Prof. 
Emil Fackenheim?”

The theatre aims to bring to North 
America the Jewish arts mélange that it 
has developed in Israel.

“There are a lot of Jewish theatre groups 
in North America,” he said, “but a lot of 
them aren’t doing what we do – original 
plays. They’re not so much doing the lab-
oratory aspect of trying to see what hap-
pens when you put Jewish culture togeth-
er with theatre.”

Fackenheim also plans to stage Torn, 
about the young son of a prominent Con-
servative rabbi. Grappling with questions 
of faith, he ventures downtown one Friday 
night, and the play follows his journey 
into the night.

In addition, he said, the theatre will com-
mission new work – on the BDS movement, 
for example, which advocates boycott, di-
vestment and sanctions against Israel.

Askpaklaria’s “laboratory” nature also 
means that it observes Jewish law.

“We looked into the halachic implica-
tions,” he said, “and we found out that it 

is okay to learn lines on Shabbat but it’s 
not okay to rehearse, to do anything that 
involves work. And even me – I don’t keep 
Shabbat, but I don’t do anything to do 
with the theatre on Shabbat, because I 
respect that. I believe that my word is my 
bond in this case.” 

The company’s adherence to Jewish law 
has allowed it to penetrate markets in Is-
rael that rarely experience theatre. Some 
Orthodox communities, for example, 
observe a range of restrictions regarding 
female actors. Aspaklaria addresses this 
concern by featuring only male perform-
ers or, in female-only productions, al-
lowing only women in the audience.

“More liberal streams are also ac-
cepting,” Fackenheim said, “because 
the way that we investigate these things, 
and the new ways to approach old ten-
ets of belief, are very interesting to other 
streams as well.”

He first developed a passion for the arts 
as a teenager, seeing in them a vehicle to 
explore life’s deepest questions.

“I have a complicated relationship 
with [ Jewish tradition] personally,” he 
said, “and I think the best way for me to 
examine my connection with my beliefs, 
my culture, is through this, on stage with 
other artists and my audience.”

About 50 years ago, his father became 
famous by formulating the so-called 614th 
commandment: not to hand Hitler “post-
humous victories” by abandoning Jewish 
heritage. 

Asked if Aspaklaria satisfies his fath-
er’s dictate, Fackenheim fils gave a long, 
knowing laugh: “I believe so, it is fair to 
say that.”n

Joseph Fackenheim

There are a lot of Jewish theatre 
groups in North America, but a 
lot of them aren’t doing what we 
do- original plays.

If you are having a gala,
The Socialite wants your photos. 

Email thesocialite@thecjn.ca
for submission details.


