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Fire chief pleased with WN Council highlights
safety compliance
continued from page 5

Allison Roy
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by

The West Nipissing Fire Services
(WNFS) had a slow month of July, responding to 9 calls from July 1 to July 23,
including 3 carbon monoxide false alarms
and one hydro pole fire.
“People are being pretty fire prevention
conscious, it seems that people are using
common sense,” recognized WNFS Chief
Richard Maranda. “Even camp complaints, it has been pretty quiet.”
He explained that on July 5 at 4:30 p.m.,
a camp owner reported a fire on an island
on Tomiko Lake. WNFS had previously
attended this spot on June 30, however at
that time the fire had extinguished itself.
“The fire was really deep seated,” Chief
Maranda said, adding that WNFS were
brought to the location by way of pontoon
boat and put out the fire.
On July 6th at 9:20 a.m., WNFS responded to a motor vehicle collision on
highway 17. Maranda explained that the
transport truck was on its side and was in
the ditch. Fire fighters used some gravel
on the side of the road to contain the small
amount of diesel from the fuel tanks that
were leaking. According to the OPP, the
Noelville and Warren Detachments were
called to the incident, which was just near
Gauthier Rd. A transport hauling logs was
traveling westbound on Highway 17 and
swerved to miss a stopped vehicle within
the westbound lane, then overturned,
spilling its load onto the highway. The
highway was closed for a short period of
time. The driver was transported to a local hospital with minor injuries and has
since been released.
At around noon that same day, WNFS
responded to a gas leak at the corner of
Nipissing St. and Market St. Chief Maranda explained that Union Gas was called
to repair the leak at the meter. Residents
in the close vicinity were asked to leave,
however once the gas was shut off by fire
fighters, they were able to return to their
homes.
WNFS attended a residence on Toronto St. on July 7th at approximately 12:30
p.m. after a gentleman called asking for
fire fighters to attend his home to see a
problem. According to the chief, there was
a pot that had been left on the stove and
food was burnt in it. The gentleman in
question thought that it was the pot that
was defective, however it was deemed to

be unattended cooking.
“The water had evaporated from the
pot and burnt the food that was inside of
it,” he said.
On July 9th, at approximately 11:15
p.m., WNFS received a complaint about
someone burning at a business on Front
St.
“Supposedly people were sitting outside and had a fire [on Front St.]. Both the
fire department and police attended and
it seemed that the people tried to burn
a paper cup to get rid of the mosquitoes
around them,” he said.
“There is no burning at all unless it’s a
fire pit or it’s approved,” he reiterated.
On July 12 at approximately 1:30 p.m.
WNFS received a call with regards to a
boat on Lake Nipissing near the mouth of
the Sturgeon River. It was explained that
the boat was leaking water and that there
were individuals on the watercraft.
“As we were exiting the station, we got a
call back saying the boat had been able to
return on the river and was getting close
to where [the boater] docks his boat,” Maranda said. “We did attend the area after,
without the fireboat, and made sure that
everyone was taken care of.”
The next day, at approximately 11:15
p.m., a fire alarm activation at a multiresidential property on Cache Bay Rd.
turned out to be false alarm as there was
a heat source close to the device.
On July 14, at 6:10 p.m., a tree that fell
onto a hydro wire and caught fire in Lavigne. Hydro was called and responded
quickly as they were in the area.
WNFS were also busy with public education efforts, including attending the
July 1 Canada Day celebrations at the
Sturgeon River House Museum, a fire hall
visit on July 8, fire extinguisher training
July 21, and handing out fire safety message materials at the Ribfest July 19.
“It was well received, a lot of people
came to see [him] at the three events, and
asked very good questions,” Chief Maranda said.
“We’re just about halfway through summer and people have been very good in
fire safety and I just hope that the rest of
summer, people keep fire safety in their
mind, are vigilant,” he concluded. “Currently the fire hazard is moderate to extreme, so that means it wouldn’t take
much for a small fire to become large.”

Saturday, August 29, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.
***
Parking limit lifted
The parking lot at the corner of
King St. and Queen St. is now exempt
from the two-hour downtown parking
limit. It was explained that since the
limit was being enforced with tickets,
no one was parking in the lot, but this
was leading to complaints. The mayor
pointed out that the limit was inconvenient for downtown patrons, who
might have appointments that run
over two hours. To avoid the lot being
under-utilized, it was exempted from
the limit.
***
Off-road vehicles by-law
Council passed a resolution to regulate the use of off-road vehicles in the
municipality, in line with the Ministry of Transportation’s new regulations allowing for all-terrain vehicles
(ATV), off-road vehicles (ORV), and
utility-terrain vehicles (UTV) to travel on the shoulders of public roads.
Prior to passing the by-law, councilor Denise Brisson asked that it be
reviewed so that e-bikes or e-chairs
not be permitted on highways or on

streets or roads. The mayor suggested
that staff look into the issue, as they
may not need to be regulated as UTVs
and ATVs.
Councilor Guilles Tessier lauded
the change as good news that the municipality has been pushing for a long
time.
“I honestly think that the whole
movement for UTVs came out of West
Nipissing and I want to congratulate
everybody around the table,” he said.
Councilor Yvon Duhaime concurred
with Tessier, and Councilor Norm Roberge said he was happy to support
the by-law.
It was noted that the vehicles are
still not allowed on downtown core
streets.
***
Rezoning
Council passed a resolution to rezone its vacant property located on
Front St., in between Floral St. and
Montreal St., from Community Facility to Highway Commercial.
***
Close meeting
Council entered into a closed meeting to discuss a proposed or pending
acquisition of land by the municipality or local board.

Business awards
return this Fall
Local businesses will be honoured
once again during a gala evening this
Fall, as the WN Chamber of Commerce
prepares its third bi-annual Business
Awards to be held on November 7th,
2015 at the Marcel Noël Hall in Sturgeon Falls.
“We are passionate in honouring West
Nipissing businesses that are building
the economic future of our great community. The Chamber is committed to
showcasing and celebrating local entrepreneurs whose contributions have
made a significant impact on our local
economy,” declared Chamber president
Kathleen Thorne Rochon while making the announcement.
One of the objectives of the Chamber
is a healthy and vibrant community
that recognizes the part our local businesses play in building, encouraging
and maintaining entrepreneurial activity in West Nipissing, she added.
Business Awards Committee Chair
Marian Bergeron explained the process, which will mirror the successful
awards from past years. “A committee
has been established to build on the
success of previous award events and
continue to honour the hardworking
and dedicated entrepreneurs in our
community.”

The evening will include a 5 star
gourmet dinner, live music, a draw for
one thousand ‘West Nipissing Dollars’
and the awards ceremony. The West
Nipissing community is encouraged to
participate in the nomination process.
2015 Business Excellence Award categories include: New Business of the
Year, People’s Choice Award, “Looking Good” Award, Aboriginal Business Award - Nipissing First Nation
Award, Not-for-Profit Organization of
the Year, Lifetime Achievement Award,
Most Active & Outstanding Business of
the Year (10 employees or less), Most
Active & Outstanding Business of the
Year (over 10 employees).
Nominations are open to residents
of West Nipissing, with nomination
forms available online, at the Chamber
Office, at the Municipal offices, and
various other locations to be determined. Nominations will be open until
Friday September 18th.
The winners will be revealed only on
November 7 at the gala, making it an
exciting evening for attendees.
Tickets for the gala evening are
priced at $100 per seat for Chamber
members and $125 for non-members,
and may be booked through the Chamber office.

