
Preparing your property for the holidays

I t’s that time of year when
festive holiday lights dec-
orate the homes and trees
on properties all over In-

cline Village and Crystal Bay.
With some fresh snow cov-

ering the trees it is beginning
to look like the quintessential
holiday season all-around Lake
Tahoe. The beginning of Decem-
ber also marks a general reduc-
tion in the inventory of proper-
ties for sale in our community.

The total number of hous-
es, condos and free standing
condos for sale on the Incline
Village MLS is down to a very
low level of about 165 proper-
ties. Many agents and sellers
routinely withdraw properties
from the market at the end of
November.

There are many reasons a
seller might have for taking a
property off the MLS this time
of year.

First and foremost, the num-
ber of buyers actively seeking
properties normally declines

dramatically after the Thanks-
giving holiday. This past winter
was an anomaly with buying
activity continuing at a stronger
than usual pace.

It’s unlikely we will see con-
tinuously strong activity in the
2018-19 winter. The U.S. eco-
nomic expansion has been going
on for a long time and we sense
that buying activity will slow
down to a level that is closer to
the historical seasonal norm this
coming winter.

The vast majority of people
who come to visit Lake Tahoe
during ski season have win-
ter sports on their mind and
shopping for real estate takes
a backseat. After a long day on
the slopes, most people are too
tired to take a serious look at
Incline Village real estate. A hot
toddy, nice massage and dinner
by the fire seem to have more
appeal than tromping through
the snow to look at houses and
condos.

A lot of sellers do not want
people traipsing through their
properties in the wintertime
tracking mud and snow on
their beautiful flooring. Even
if you provide booties to cover
soiled shoes, there are always a
few folks who just want to do a
quick run through with mud on
their treads.

With fewer active buyers seek-
ing properties during winter-
time, most sellers would rather
button up their houses and
retain them for their personal
enjoyment.

There also is the issue of snow
removal and liability. If you have
a condo for sale in the winter-
time then you can pretty much
depend on the homeowners as-
sociation to handle the snow re-
moval chores. But, if you are an
absentee owner of a single-fam-
ily home and you don’t normally
have the driveway cleared after
every snowstorm, keeping your
property ready for a showing at

any time can result in consider-
able additional expense. Most
buyers are not going to climb
over a 3-foot high berm of
snow and ice then trudge up a
snow-covered sidewalk to get to
the front door.

The potential for injury to
a buyer or agent also is sig-
nificantly increased during
wintertime showings. Every
year people slip and fall on icy
sidewalks and driveways or they
get hit by falling ice resulting in
broken bones that keep our local
emergency room rather busy.

Many sellers do not wish to
take the risk of additional liabil-
ity for wintertime injuries that
may occur at their property.

It takes a certain amount of
care and vigilance to continually
remove snow, ice and dangerous
icicles, and keep entryways and
rooflines clear so that it’s safe for
agents and their clients to take a
look at your property.

So, while each snowstorm
is welcomed by winter sports
enthusiasts, buyers become
scarcer. Most visitors turn their
attention to the ski resorts and
shopping for real estate becomes
less of a priority than during the
busier summer season.

DonKanare is the founder and
Sabrina Belleci is the owner and
broker of RE/MAXNorth Lake
in Incline Village. You can follow
their blog at www.InsideIncline.
com.

Weekly real estate update
Houses Condos PUDs

For Sale 104 39 21
Under$1million 20 33 11
MedianPrice For Sale $1,950,000 $614,000 $999,000
YTDSales2018 167 172 60
YTDSales2017 150 182 52
NewListings 6
In Escrow 6
ClosedEscrow 4
Range inEscrow $374,900 - $995,000
These statistics are based on information from the Incline Village Board
of Realtors or its Multiple Listing Service as of Nov. 25.

HOME

DonKanare &
SabrinaBelleci
Special to the Tribune

Stay safe when
stringing holiday lights

Lighting displays are one of the many
things that help make the holiday season
a special time of year.

Safety should always be a priority
when stringing holiday lights both inside
and outside a home. The National Fire
Protection Association notes that, be-
tween 2009 and 2014, fire departments
in the U.S. responded to an average of
210 home fires that started with Christ-
mas trees per year.

Fortunately, various strategies can help
homeowners safely decorate their homes’
interiors and exteriors this holiday
season.
■ Choose a fresh tree. The NFPA rec-

ommends celebrants who prefer natural
Christmas trees choose ones with fresh,
green needles that do not fall off when
touched. Dry trees are more likely to
catch fire than freshly cut trees. Add-
ing water to the tree stand each day will
keep trees fresher longer. When placing
the tree, avoid placing it too close to heat
sources, making sure it is at least 3 feet
away from fireplaces, radiators, candles,
heat vents and lights.
■ Check all lights before stringing

them. All lights, including those going
on trees inside a home and those being
strung outside, should be inspected prior
to being strung. Look for any worn or
broken cords and replace any defected
lights.
■ Employ the buddy system. When

stringing lights, always work with at
least one other person. This makes it safe
for homeowners who must climb ladders
to string lights on especially tall trees
and/or on their home exteriors.

Metro Creative

LANDMARK RESTAURANT & BAR Business Opportunity
$155,000 INCLUDESFULLLIQUORLICENSE, furniture&fixtures.
TURN-KEY w/experienced staff. COMMERCIAL 6217 sq.ft
Building on 1/2 acre w/50 parking spaces, 23 sewer permits &
(previoususe)5apartmentsupstairs.PleasecallDAVEYfordetails
on Comm’l Building & Land that can be leased or purchased.
Business/LIQUOR LIC. $155,000; Business & Land

$1,180,000

NEW LISTING
PASSIVE SOLAR
COMMERCIAL BUILDING
@ stoplight of Al Tahoe
Blvd.& Hwy 50; MODERN
4593 square ft., 6 units,
2 large lobby areas &
storage rooms. Call for
pricing. Ownermay
finance qualified buyer.
CALL DAVEY for
APPOINTMENT

Income & Land Listings
Well Established Alterations business, great lease $60,000
Half Acre of Prime General Commercial Land $299,000
BUILD NOW! INCLUDES Architect Drawings, Survey, City Building Permit, & Utility Fees.
NEAR the Meadow in Tahoe Sierra Tract. $150,000

2019 Garmish Ct.
Best Lake Access Buy in Tahoe Keys! Four bedrooms, 3 baths,
Master with Spa Tub + Tile Shower & Heated Tile Floors, Family
Room with separate entrance. Modern split level living features
Mountain & Water views front & rear, 2 decks, Boat dock in fenced
rear yard. Lots ofWindows& Light and granite in kitchen and baths!

$899,000

NEW LISTING TAHOE ISLAND PARK 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Double garage
with Tahoe Keys Beach, Playground &Harbor rights. Steps to theMeadow
& Creek & River! $426,000

Teenagers? Mother-in-Law? Family room has its own entrance and
yard. Sunny lot & Great year-around-access. Three bedrooms, 3 Baths,
Family room & Living room, & home office/den & double garage. Fenced &
Landscaped. $575,000

OPEN HOUSE SAT. 1PM - 4PM

3140 Research Way Unit 74, Carson City

Nevada Style Real Estate Services
Bob Fredlund | Coldwell Banker Select
775.720.8501 | bob@nevadastyle.net

2,700 square feet
available for lease
only.Great for storage,
warehousing, office
space, ect. Zoned light

industrial.
Lease:
$2,025 / mo

404 Chianti, Dayton
Well built 3 bedroom home
in Santa Maria Ranch. Open
spacious floor plan with
beautiful finishes. Master
features walk in closet and

double sinks in the gorgeous
bath. Partially landscaped w/

front automatic
sprinklers.

489,900

fr

$4

Nevada Style Real Estate Services
Bob Fredlund | Coldwell Banker Select
775.720.8501 | bob@nevadastyle.net

Commercial Building
zoned General Industrial
with shop space and office
space and 2 units. Located
in Carson City with a zero
vacancy, the uses for this

building has many
possibilities.

$995,000

p

3406 & 3350 Centennial Park Dr., Carson City

Nevada Style Real Estate Services
Bob Fredlund | Coldwell Banker Select
775.720.8501 | bob@nevadastyle.net
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