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NEWS & VIEWS

By P.A. Sévigny
The Suburban

Following five years of assiduous work
amid some of poorest parts of the city’s
massive mid-city borough, west-end school
and city authorities are beginning to rec-
ognize that NDG’s Ricardo André and his
wife, Caroline Orchard are beginning to
make a big difference in NDG’s ‘South-
Side’. With little more than a lot of heart, a
passion for young lives and the special kind
of education that’s bought and paid for
when you spent most of your life out on
the street, both André and Orchard are out
on the same streets telling anyone who
wants to listen that they do have a choice
and the gangs aren’t the only road out of
the ‘hood.’

“In the end, it’s all about the kids,” said
Ricardo.

Last week, during a brief reception that
was held in the RBC’s (Royal Bank of
Canada) distinctive branch office that’s lo-
cated on the corner of NDG’s Hampton
and Sherbrooke Street, dozens of people
came in to help Ricardo and Orchard cele-
brate over five years of work on the street

helping hundreds of the borough’s less
privileged children. Aside from NDG’s
Councillor Peter McQueen, Hampstead’s
Mayor William ‘Bill’ Steinberg, St. Ray-
mond’s Yvette Salinas, former Quebec
MNA Yvan Loubier had a lot to say about a
simple program that permitted hundreds
of school-age children to express them-
selves through a simple medium (air-
brush) that goes far beyond what most
schools have to offer them. According to
Loubier, it took little more than a brief de-
scription of what Le Grand Pas was doing
with kids in the NDG borough to convince
assorted officials in Quebec’s Northern Af-
fairs Department that their approach
might be an efficient means to reach out
to all of the Inuit children who live in the
more isolated communities amid the far-
thest reaches of northern Quebec. Local
business community leaders were also part
of the crowd as William Sax, Sylvain de
Champlain and Distyportal’s Natan Verk-
hovsky raised a glass to praise both Ricardo
and Orchard’s work in the community.

“It’s always a good thing when you get
a chance to give something back to your
community,” said Sax.n

NDG’s  Le Grand Pas  celebrates
five years of community service

delivery for the citizens of Montreal with
special attention to seniors and persons with
disabilities or reduced mobility.

Additionally, the commission will consult
on the location of community mailboxes
with respect to installation, accessibility,
parking, traffic and safety. The issue of main-

tenance of community mailboxes with re-
spect to cleanliness, snow removal and light-
ing will also be addressed. 

Consultations start at 7 p.m. Tuesday, De-
cember 9 at 1550 Metcalfe Street, 14th floor.

Presentation of briefs and hearings of
comments will take place January 19, 20 &
21, 2015. The dealine for registration for
those who wish to present briefs is January
12, 2015. 

DELIVERY
Cont’d from page 1

Some 700 young adults decked out in colourful clothing gathered recently at the Montreal Science Centre
for Federation CJA’s YAD Montreal division Brazil-themed event, held to raise funds for the 2014 Combined
Jewish Appeal Campaign. The fourth annual event attracted high-end sponsors like Stingray and the Ritz
Carlton, and top quality entertainment from Equipe Capoeira Brasileira, Chicaboom Entertainment and
singer-songwriter Lukay; as well as “a taste of Brazil” from onsite chefs from Paradise  Kosher, a live auc-
tion, photo booth, an open bar and frozen yogurt. The CJA campaign “provides relief to the community’s
most vulnerable members,” says a YAD statement. The YAD Gala Event Team, from left, Steve Sebag, 2013
YAD Campaign Chair, Ron Nessim, YAD Brazil Co-Chair, Emily Deane, YAD Brazil Co-Chair, Karen Aflalo,
2014 YAD Campaign Chair, Meghan Weinstein, YAD Development Officer, Michael Nehemia, YAD Brazil Co-
Chair, Valerie Abitbol, Director of YAD Montreal, Elana Minz, YAD Development Officer. Not pictured: Event
Co-chair Yossi Ohana (DJ YO-C). 

YAD Brazil event hits it out of the park


