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A grassroots project is advo-
cating for improved transit 
services in Etobicoke.

Our Place Initiative (OPI) is 
in consultations with area resi-
dents, gathering ideas to draw 
up a petition to be presented 
to the city and seek action on 
better public transportation 
services.

“Etobicoke is very poor-
ly serviced in transit, and 
also very overlooked both in 
regional media and at city 
council,” said Murray Foster, 
field director of OPI, decrying 
lack of awareness on the issue.

“There’s a transit crisis in 
Etobicoke that no money is 
going toward now, and that 
has to be part of the conver-
sation as well.”

As discussions continue 
on whether to build a sub-

way line or an LRT in Scar-
borough, people in Etobicoke 
feel they are being left out 
when it comes to planning 
for transit, said Fraser.

“Scarborough wants it, 
Scarborough gets it,” he said. 
“Etobicoke has nowhere near 
that kind of attention, even 
though transit needs are near-

ly as big.”
He said the group started by 

canvassing public opinions in 
the area, knocking on “thou-
sands of doors” and talking 
to people. 

Transit emerged as the num-
ber one priority issue for resi-
dents, and that’s why a peti-
tion is needed, he said.

Ward 6 Coun. Mark Grimes 
recently moved a motion at 
city council asking the To-
ronto Transit Commission to 
improve streetcar services in 
the area known as the Humber 
Bay Shores, and to consider 
including those changes into 
the 2016 TTC capital budget.

Fraser said the group sup-

ports that motion, which is 
intended to reduce the com-
muters’ waiting time and help 
avoid delays in services. 

“This motion is a bit over-
due,” he said, adding that 
other local transportation 
advocates also support it. 

“If you live in downtown 
Toronto, you are in some sort 
of a bubble and would never 
know how bad transit was in 
a place like Etobicoke.”

The group’s next consulta-
tion meeting with residents 
is April 2, and the petition is 
expected to be presented to 
TTC and city council shortly 
thereafter, Fraser said.
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Group gets 
ready to 
petition city

Etobicoke residents are shown in recent group discussions as they consult with Our Place 
Initiative, a grassroots project advocating for transit improvements. CONTRIBUTED
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Staff, York 
U reach 
tentative 
contract
Teaching assistants and contract 
staff at Toronto’s York University 
have reached a tentative deal 
with the university and will likely 
vote on the offer Monday night.

Faiz Ahmed of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees says 
the tentative deal was reached on 
Sunday after weeks of negotia-
tions. He says he is “extremely 
confident” that union members 
will vote to accept the deal.

The university’s 3,700 teaching 
assistants and graduate assistants 
have been on strike for almost a 
month. He says the university has 
agreed to a tuition reduction for 
international graduate students, 
as well as increasing the overall 
funding package for graduate as-
sistants by $2,000 and to freeze 
tuition for the length of the col-
lective agreement.

Ahmed also says the univer-
sity has agreed to tie wages to 
tuition, meaning if tuition were 
to increase in future years wages 
would as well. He calls it a “major 
deal” that would set new stan-
dards for the academic sector. 
THE CANADIAN PRESS

Gilbert 
Ngabo
Metro | Toronto


