
Tom Kelly speaks at VSSA

MINTURN — When Tom Kelly with 
USSA spoke at Vail Ski & Snowboard Acad-
emy during Birds of Prey week, he shared 
a special part of himself with the audience: 
his own lifelong passion for competitive 
snows ports.

This passion was ignited in Kelly the 
first time he watched the Olympics as an 
8-year-old boy. It created a dream which he 
has pursued in a planned and purposeful 
manner throughout his career, ultimately 
leading him to work alongside and in sup-
port of the top snow sports athletes in the 
country from the development to Olympic 
level at USSA.

“Over 150 Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy 
students along with staff were captivated 
by Kelly as a speaker,” said Sharon Schmidt, 
director of admissions and communications 
with Ski & Snowboard Club Vail.

Kelly said Vail Ski & Snowboard Acade-
my is a remarkable asset to the community. 

“It brings youngsters with similar interests 
in snow sports together in an educational 
setting where they can pursue their athletics 
in parallel with their academics,” he said.

Kelly kicked off his talk with a histo-
ry of the Olympics and a video from the 
Sochi Olympics highlighting many of the 
audience’s snow sports heroes. He went on 
to share a number of lessons to be learned 
from some of the most elite ski and snow-
board athletes of our time, including Kelly 

Clark, Nikki Stone, Shannon Bahrke, Phil 
Mahre, Lindsey Vonn, Mikaela Shiffrin and 
Ted Ligety.  These lessons included the im-
portance of setting goals, belief in oneself, 
failure as a means to building confidence 
in one’s preparation, 100 percent prepared-
ness, determination, risk taking, teams and 
others who help you along the way, and 
heroes as role models.

“I consider it an honor to speak to a room 
full of children who share a dream to be the 
best they can be in their snow sport; they 
become remarkably goal-oriented at a very 
young age,” Kelly said. “Although I typically 
deliver this morning’s topics to a room full 
of adults, it was evident from the onset of 
my presentation that these VSSA students 
were engaged and excited to learn more 
about and from a number of their snow 
sports role models.”
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Alpine team’s communications 
guru shares stories of Olympians

Tom Kelly, of the United States Ski and 
Snowboard Association, shared a num-
ber of lessons with students at Vail Ski & 
Snowboard Academy.
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Cordillera Divide 
605 Andorra Dr. | $3,495,000

Cordillera Ranch 
49 Bluegrass Ct | $1,195,000

Deanna Turner
THE TURNER REAL ESTATE GROUP, INC.

970.390.2247 //   deanna@turnervail.com

This magnificent home with a grand bridge 
stone entryway and water feature that 
flows around the home.  Five bedroom 
suites, main level master. Gourmet 
kitchen, climatized wine cave, two large 
decks plus patio, putting green, study with 
loft, flex space. Lovely high end finishes.
Welcome home! 

This 4 bedroom home with accent log 
timbers  is timeless and highlights the 

Colorado lifestyle. Large deck with won-
derful views. Walk to dining, golf, cross 

country skiing and more. 
Don’t miss this one!
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