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A CHARITY runner is expecting to be im-
pressed by Pembrokeshire’s scenery as he 
reaches the county as he continues his fun-
draising run around the UK coast.

Simon Clark is expecting to reach St Dav-
ids on Friday, 23 September as he contin-
ues the gruelling run around the coast of 
the UK to help raise money for disadvan-
taged youngsters in Russia, Kenya, Ugan-
da and Myanmar.

Fifty-seven-year-old Mr Clark, who is 
from Scotland, is aiming to raise £10,000 
for the Ecologia Youth Trust as part of the 
efforts after he decided to take on the chal-
lenge to test himself.

He started around Easter and has said 
he is expecting the event to take around a 
year.

He said: “I wanted a big adventure that 
was edgy and uncomfortable for me. As 
I’m 57, I wondered how fit can I be coming 
toward middle age?

“What am I capable of in terms of en-
durance and in terms of isolation, as it’s a 

lonely thing to do.”
Mr Clark said so far he had benefitted 

from the kindness of strangers, with peo-
ple keen to offer support when they learn 
what he is trying to achieve.

He said: “There are a lot of really kind 
people who go out of their way to help 
you. On the Llŷn Peninsula I got given a 
bed three nights out of four by people I 
didn’t know.”

Mr Clark said he had been told that his 
run through Pembrokeshire would pro-
vide him with spectacular scenery, but he 
said he was already impressed with the 
coastal path and the scenery he had al-
ready seen in Wales.

He said: “I’ve really enjoyed the coastal 
path and it’s a real difference to the road.”

Anyone who would like to donate can do 
so at Ecologia’s website on www.ecologia.
org.uk.

PORTHMAWR Surf Lifesaving 
Club in Whitesands have received 
a National Lottery grant of £3,979 
to buy communications equipment 
and a defibrillator to boost public 
safety on the St Davids beach.

They are among some 87 com-
munity projects across Wales who 
will each receive a share of over 
£356,000 under the latest round of 
the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for 
All programme.

Committee member Stuart Pen-
fold said the club were “delighted” 
to hear receive the grant.

“What is needed here in White-
sands is out-of-hours first aid pro-
vision,” he told the County Echo.

“The defibrillator will be mount-
ed on the wall of our hut, so it will 
be available seven days a week, 365 
days a year.

“Whitesands is a busy beach 
which has seasonal lifeguard cover 
up right until the last week of Sep-
tember.

“But one of the reasons we felt 
a defibrillator was so important 
was that the beach is used quite 
extensively all-year round includ-
ing times, of course, when the life-
guards are not there.

“Newgale Surf Lifesaving Club 
recently put a defibrillator on the 
outside of their clubhouse so now 
the two busiest beaches in north 
Pembrokeshire will have 24-hour 
access to potentially life-saving 
equipment.”

Gareth Williams, Awards for 
All programme manager for the 
Big Lottery Fund in Wales, said: 
“Awards for All is having a positive 
impact throughout Wales. 

“Money is helping to establish 
groups, societies and clubs, pro-
moting learning, increasing volun-
teering opportunities and helping 
to build stronger communities.” 

Grant to boost 
public safety

Charity runner’s coast challenge reaches St Davids

Pictured: Charity runner Simon Clark 
who is reaching St Davids on Friday

THE NEW owner and developer of 
the Abergwaun Hotel in Fishguard 
will be setting out his plans and in-
tentions to the Chamber of Trade 
meeting at Pepper’s Restaurant on 
Monday from 6pm.

Andrew Brown, from Bristol, has 
specialised in  major drainage and 
building projects.

Any local business is welcome to 
attend, particularly as Mr Brown 
says he is keen to forge good work-
ing relationships within the area.

Meeting with 
new hotel ownerA TRADE union has claimed that 

expert evidence they have called 
upon “effectively demolishes” Pem-
brokeshire County Council’s case to 
transfer leisure services to a charita-
ble trust.

County Hall has revealed the pre-
ferred option of consultants Winck-
worth Sherwood for maintaining 
services such as Fishguard Leisure 
Centre would be through the crea-
tion of a charitable trust to cut costs.

But in a hard-hitting response to 
the council’s consultation, Unison’s 
Pembrokeshire branch maintains 
there is a lack of evidence that the 
new proposal will be cheaper or 
more effective and the loss of demo-
cratic control would leave local peo-
ple “forever denied” a say in how 
services are run. 

Having commissioned the Asso-
ciation for Public Service Excellence 

(APSE), to analyse the council’s pro-
posals, UNISON says the authority 
has been “too quick” to believe in the 
promises of long-term financial sav-
ings and that the council will have to 
bear costs without having any pow-
er to direct services. 

“The councillors sitting in the two 
reserved seats on the trust’s board 
will be bound by company law to 
act in the best interests of the chari-
table trust and not the community 
they were elected to serve,” said a 
spokesperson.

Vic Dennis, UNISON branch sec-
retary, said the “overwhelming” re-
sponse at public consultation meet-
ings had shown local people wanted 
a say in the running of their services 

and wanted them directly delivered 
by Pembrokeshire County Council.

“They won’t be hoodwinked by a 
council rushing into a decision in the 
mistaken belief they will save lots of 
money,” he added. 

“We know the pressures local au-
thorities are under because of the 
cruel Tory austerity and we have 
worked with Pembrokeshire County 
Council over the last few years to ne-
gotiate extensive savings.

“Winckworth Sherwood and the 
council are proposing a short term 
solution with a potentially devastat-
ing long-term affect - tthe only win-
ner will be Winckworth Sherwood.”

Meanwhile, the consultation on 
future options in the delivery of lei-
sure, culture and tourism services in 
the county is to be extended by four 
weeks. 

The consultation opened on 15 Au-

gust and was originally due to end 
on 16 September. 

However, in response to a request 
from UNISON to extend the consul-
tation period, a new deadline of 14 
October has now been set. 

UNISON representatives have also 
been invited to give their views on 
the proposals at the council’s Policy 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 
which will be meeting on 13 Octo-
ber.

A Pembrokeshire County Council 
spokesman said: “Due to the huge 
cuts in the council’s funding over 
the coming years, a charitable trust 
is just one of the options being con-
sidered. 

“Consultation on the best way for-
ward to maintain quality services to 
our customers is continuing and no 
decision will be taken until all views 
have been taken into account.”

Union hits out at council 
plan for leisure services

by Mike Lewis 
mike@countyecho.co.uk

Official reopening for Neolithic landmark

GARN Wen, a group of three burial chambers dat-
ing from the Neolithic period, near Harbour Village, 
have been officially reopened to the public.

Local historian Edward Perkins made a short 
presentation at the Fishguard Bay Hotel to invited 
guests, including those who had been involved in 
the progress of the project.

The construction  of Garn Wern is mentioned in 
many historical directories and publications, local 
and further afield, as they were used for the burial 

of important members of society, along with arte-
facts of their life such as pottery and stone tools.

The group then made their way to the site, vis-
ited the Cromlechs, and saw too the result of the 
access to Garn Wen that had been formulated 
through the dedication of a public rights of way 
by local landowner Raf Colella and work funded 
by the Rights of Way Improvement Plan grant 
from Welsh Government administrated by Pem-
brokeshire County Council.

In the course of co-ordinating the reopening, Re-
freshing North Pembrokeshire has received inter-
est from both visitors and cruise ship passengers 
who had researched the history of the site.

“With its reopening, easier access to and from 
the coast path and  bilingual interpretation and in-
formation panels purchased through Refreshing 
North Pembrokeshire and funded by the Coastal 
Communities  Fund it is well worth a look,” said a 
spokesperson.

Landowner Raf Colella, local historian Edward Perkins, Tom Latter, of Ein Hanes 
and Alex Harding, of Refreshing North Pembrokeshire, are among those pictured 
at the opening                     Photos: Johnny Morris

Cllr Mike James, chair of the Pembrokeshire National Park 
Authority and Refreshing North Pembrokeshire official re-opens 
the Garn Wen site

WINNERS and runners-up in 
Pembrokeshire-based international 
writing competition, Pint-sized 
Plays – which begins its ninth sea-
son in Tenby next week - will com-
pete for the ‘Pint-Pot’ trophy at 
Theatr Gwaun on Saturday, 1 Octo-
ber, where the audience get to vote 
for their favourite script. 

On more than one occasion, a 
‘runner-up’ has walked away with 
the top prize. This year it is ex-
pected that at least six of the writ-
ers will attend too – including one 
from New York – so it is hoped that 
the overall winner and runner-up 
will be in the audience to collect 
their trophies.

 Prizes are also awarded for Best 
Performance by Peter Richards, ar-
tistic director of Fluellen Theatre 
Company.

The Pint-sized Plays 2016 Script 
Slam starts at 7.30pm For more in-
formation and to book tickets go to 
pintsizedplays.org.uk. 

All to play for!
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