
The Review.ca Wednesday,  November 12, 2014 A5

HÉRBERGEMENT ET 
LIGNE DE CRISE

SHELTER AND 
CRISIS LINE

613.632.1131
1.800.267.4101
www.maisoninterludehouse.ca
info@maisoninterludehouse.ca

•   Hébergement/Shelter
•   Counselling
•   Programme enfants-ados/Child and youth program
•   Accompagnement: cour criminelle et familiale/Accompaniment: criminal & family court
•   Aide à trouver un logement, budget/ Help with Housing, budget
•   Groupe «Briser le cycle...»/Pattern changing group

SERVICES GRATUITS ET CONFIDENTIELS/CONFIDENTIAL AND FREE SERVICES 

CENTRE AUDITIF

HEARING CENTRE

LOUISE DUFRESNE

is pleased to announce that we will be at the

Centre Medical Centre
42 Mill St., Vankleek Hill

Wednesday, November 19, 2014
every third Wednesday of each month

from 10 am to 3 pm

Information clinic re: hearing loss, we will clean and check
hearing aids or communication devices.

For more information, please call our office in Alexandria
at 613-525-5505 or toll free at 1-877-525-5508

See insert in  
today’s paper

fridge or freezer free
SET YOUR OLD

ONE LAST CHANCE!

ST-EUGENE – Joseph 
Émil Turcotte is quite 
sure: he is not a clock 
guy.

It would be an un-
derstandable mistake; 
he could be a clock guy. 
In his workshop in St-
Eugene, he’s built sev-
eral handmade clocks. 
They’re grandfather 
clocks, but whimsi-
cal and stretched-out, 
with animal-like legs 
and long wooden pen-
dulums. One has a 
bronze face, which will 
age and change colour 
along with its body. 

Still, “I’m not mak-
ing any more clocks,” 
Turcotte says. “It just 
so happens I had a 
clock phase.”

The point is, he’s not 
interested in manufac-
turing clocks, or any-
thing else. 

“I get bored very 
quickly,” he says.

Turcotte and his 
wife, Kim Verronneau, 
are not from here orig-
inally, but are begin-
ning a sixth year in 
St-Eugene after leav-
ing a home in St-La-
zare in search of some-
thing older and more 
secluded. They found a 
place, built around 1850 
set far back off County 
Road 10, at the end of a 
grassy driveway. A cab-
in, built in 1830, is still 
standing. One neigh-
bour remembers at-
tending school on the 
property 70 years ago.

Turcotte and Ver-

ronneau added a new 
structure: a workshop, 
built from scratch. 
The 1000-square-foot 
shop, headquarters 
for Joseph Émil De-
sign, blends in with 
old-looking wood. In-
side, it’s clean and new, 
complete with cabinets 
Turcotte made. 

“It’s better insulated 
than our home,” says 
Verronneau. 

Right now, it’s also 
crowded. The space 
is half occupied by a 
display booth, a kind 
of three-walled room 
complete with car-
peting and lights. It 
will be a showcase for 
Joseph Émil Design at 
One of a Kind Christ-
mas Show and Sale, 
a giant 11-day craft 
show in Toronto at the 
end of November. The 
booth comes apart for 
easy set-up.

Being accepted at 
a show like One of a 
Kind is a milestone, 
says Josée Bonneville 
of Pridham’s Auction 
House, who was in-
troduced to Turcotte’s 
work about a year ago. 
Turcotte and Verron-
neau have attended 
One of a Kind as shop-
pers, but never as pre-
senters.

Turcotte hasn’t al-
ways been a wood-
worker, and has nev-
er studied it formally. 
He studied sociology, 
and Verronneau stud-
ied commerce, both 
at Concordia. They 
did market research 
in pharmaceuticals for 

Local woodworker chosen for “milestone” show in Toronto

years, and still do occa-
sionally. 

Their life in St-Eu-
gene is a dream, Ver-
ronneau and Turcotte 
agree.

 “Before I had mon-
ey or space for wood-
working, I would just 
watch it on TV. Like 
people love a sport, I 
love it,” says Turcotte. 

Turcotte won’t say 
he taught himself. In 
his workshop, he has 
a row of signed post-
ers, autographs from 
TV woodworkers; 
Roy Underhill, mus-
tachioed star of PBS’s 
long-running The 
Woodwright’s Shop, 
who has cut himself on 
TV on a few occasions 
and does all his work 
by hand.  The cast of 
This Old House, one 
of the original home-
improvement shows.

“You owe a huge 
debt of gratitude to 
people who went be-
fore,” says Turcotte.

Before his TV pro-
fessors, Turcotte says 
he helped out around 
his childhood homes.

He remembers his 
father being sick, and 
his family, without a 
lot of money, living in 
run-down places. 

“It was up to me to 
get it up to snuff,” he 
says.

His mother loved 
redecorating, he re-
members. She had him 
wallpaper the inside of 
the pantry – on more 
than one occasion. 
The colour of the liv-
ing room walls would 
change from week to 
week.

“Those things are 
cheap – paint, wallpa-
per,” he says. “I always 
loved it.”

Turcotte says he 
doesn’t set out to make 
a desk, or a chair. 

“He’s a shape guy,” 
explains Verronneau, 
who designs all of 
Turcotte’s pieces with 
him.

“A shape pops into 
my mind,” he says. “I 
won’t sleep well for a 
few nights.”  He fa-
vours light-looking 
designs.

He’s not sure where 

his ideas come from. 
He says he can’t draw. 
“I’m extremely jeal-
ous of artists,” he says. 
When he’s working on 
a project, he’ll be in his 
workshop until supper 
and sometimes after. 

“I never think of 
time in here as work,” 
he says. 

The One of a Kind 
Show as well as the In-
terior Design Show, in 
January, will keep him 
busy and away from his 
workshop until Febru-
ary, Turcotte says. Then, 
he says he might work 
on a series of boxes, 
and maybe some form 
of blanket chest, plus 
whatever has been cus-
tom-ordered.

Joseph Emil Design 
is decidedly modern, 
but Turcotte and Ver-
ronneau love antiques.  
He’d like for his piec-
es to become antiques 
one day. 

“I always hope 
someone who’s not 
alive yet will own one,” 

he says. 
Josée Bonneville 

considers Joseph Emil 
Design a local success 
story. She remembers 
Émil buying a 1920s 
grandfather clock at 
her shop, formerly in 
Vankleek Hill.

“He told me the 
clock inspired him,” 
she says. “We’re proud 

parents to know that 
the clock is in their 
house.” 

Verronneau says 
it takes a while to get 
“plugged in” local-
ly. Now, Turcotte gets 
most of his wood from 
local auctions, and, 
lately, has managed to 
find a blade sharpener 
just around the corner. 

Bonneville organ-
ized a gathering for 
local people in sim-
ilar businesses. She’s 
hoping local design-
ers and artisans can get 
inspired by the couple’s 
story. 

“You can come 
here and follow your 
dream,” she says. 

Left: Emil Turcotte in his workshop.  Right: Kim Verronneau and Emil Turcotte 
built a workshop behind their home in St-Eugene. PhoTos: TheResa KeTTeRliNg

Emil Turcotte and 
Kim Verronneau with 
their booth for One 
of a Kind Christmas 
Show and Sale at the 
end of November. 
Inside are some of 
Turcotte’s projects, 
including clocks from 
his collection called 
“It’s Not About Time.”
PhoTo: TheResa 

KeTTeRliNg

THERESA KETTERLING
tketterling@thereview.ca

�e medal was presented to Louise on November 5, 2014 by the Honourable 
Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.

�e Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship recognizes individuals who, through 
exceptional long-term efforts, have made outstanding contributions to their 
communities.

A well-deserved award; we are very proud of you.

�e Review Team

Congratulations to Louise Sproule
owner of The Review, who received the

Ontario Medal of Good Citizenship


