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Cheers all round as ale
festival breaks records
The fifth Norwich City of
Ale festival has been
hailed a success.
Organisers reported
record numbers of people
enjoying the 10 day
celebration of ales and
beers throughout the city,
bringing in thousands of
pounds to the local
economy. The event, from
May 21 to 31, saw pub
quizzes, live music,
tasting events, and 45
pubs on ale trails.
Dawn Leeder, co-chairman of the City of Ale
said: “This has been a
record-breaking year in
many ways, with the
largest ever number of
pubs, breweries and
beers.
“It’s great to see ever
more city pubs dedicated
to real ale and yet more
breweries opening in the
county. These are very
good times for pubs and
brewing in the region –
not to mention real-ale
lovers. We’d like to thank
all those who took part,
the pubs, brewers and, of
course, our many
sponsors.”

There was also a
charity beer on sale,
called Wymer’s Gold,
which was available in
pubs to commemorate
City of Ale’s fifth
anniversary. From each
pint sold, 50p was
donated to the Hamlet
Centre Trust, which
supports children and
young adults with
disabilities.
Stefan Gurney, executive director of the
festival’s main sponsor,
the Norwich Business
Improvement District,
said: “The festival has
seen more ales, brewers
and pubs taking part,
meaning it has grown to
become a key date in the
Norwich calendar of
events, adding to the rich
vibrancy of Norwich.”

■ City of Ale co-founders Dawn Leeder and Phil Cutter launch this year’s festival with the City of Ale bus at the City Hall.
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Villagers have their EASTONS
BRATISLAVA
say on development VIENNA,
AND THE DANUBE
9 Days - £885 | Friday 18th – Saturday 26th September
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A community which will
grow by around 50pc over the
next decade has been
mapping out how its future
could look.
Blofield and Blofield Heath
– a parish of around 800
homes – could see another 448
built. In a bid to prepare for
the population growth,
Blofield Parish Council have
been
drawing
up
a
Neighbourhood Plan.
At the penultimate consultation before the document is
submitted to Broadland
District Council, locals had
their say on what is important to the area.
Rachel Leggett, an independent consultant leading
the
Blofield
Parish
Neighbourhood Plan, said
play equipment, community
space, transport and local
services were all common
issues people wanted to know
more about.
The proposals will see a
population growth of around
1,000 people, and houses built
on
Plantation
Road,

Blofield Neighbourhood Plan
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Wyngates, Garden Farm,
Manor Park, Yarmouth Road,
Woodbastwick Road and
Blofield Corner Road.
Concerns from residents
who took part included fears
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over services and schools.
➔ The plan is due to be sent
to Broadland District Council
in September. If could then
go to a local referendum.

City Hotel Stockerau****
Stockerau Situated in the centre
of the small town of Stockerau
the City Hotel is a modern building
inviting you to enjoy a truly pleasant
stay in this quiet setting. Your
spacious room offers you the quiet
you require in order to relax with an
Elegant décor, all equipped with TV,
radio, telephone, mini bar and room
safe. Price includes: Visit to the
spa town of Baden Baden before
continuing onto the delightful town
of Freudenstadt. (Free time will be
given in both towns). Excursion
to one of Europe’s most beautiful
cities and capital of Austria, Vienna
has so much to offer visitors. Former
home of the Hapsburg court and
its empires, the city still has its
imperial trappings and the historic
centre is inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage list. Top sights
include the architectural gems
of Hofburg Palace, Schonbrunn
Palace, St Charles Church and St
Stephen’s cathedral. Upon arrival
we will have a guided city tour

both by coach and some of the
tour requires walking. Excursion to
Melk Abbey, a spiritual and cultural
centre of Austria for more than 1000
years, ﬁrst as a castle and then as
a Benedictine Monestary. After our
visit we take a short walk from the
Abbey to the piers where our cruise
on the beautiful Danube will depart
taking us to Durnstein. We visit the
famous Schloss Hof. Here we enjoy
the unique beauty of the building
and ornately decorated rooms
as we ﬁnd out about its history
and how an intense restoration
programme has brought it back to
its former glory. After our visit we
continue our way into Slovakia and
its capital city Bratislava. Here we
have an included guided tour of
the city’s most important places,
Bratislava Castle and the Slavin
memorial for some panoramic views
of the Old Town. It is from here we
return to our hotel in time for dinner.
Day at leisure. 8 nights Dinner, bed
& breakfast. FREE Door to Door taxi
service
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