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Declining lake clarity may harm property values

T he results of the
2017 clarity report
for Lake Tahoe
showed that it

declined to an all-time low
of less than 60 feet.
This should be alarming

to Tahoe Basin proper-
ty owners. It continues a
stair-step trend of decreas-
ing lake clarity that started
in the 1960s. While Crater
Lake in Oregon remains
pristine, the dramatic dif-
ferences in development
and road traffic, along with
the number of visitors and
full-time residents around
these two beautiful alpine
lakes are the main reasons
one stays incredibly clear
while the other continues to
suffer degradation.
One of the primary at-

tractions of Lake Tahoe for
visitors from all over the
world is the unusually clear
water. Prior to extensive de-
velopment around the lake,
the clarity was so fantastic
that you could see more
than 100 feet below the
surface. Imagine the feeling
early settlers and visitors
had seeing the native fish
swimming offshore among
the boulders seemingly
close enough to touch.
Fine particles carried

into Tahoe from the creeks

around the lake when the
snow melts are really only
one contributor to the de-
cline in lake clarity.
Far bigger causes of the

decline in water quality and
clarity are the vast amounts
of sand and grit distributed
on the roads during snow
removal season, removal of
the vast majority of natural
marshes and wetlands for
development purposes, al-
gae blooms from the use of
fertilizer on golf courses and
lawns and untreated runoff
from the extensive amounts
of paved areas around the
lake.
Invasive species such

as Asian clams may also
contribute to the decline in
lake clarity, not to mention
clogging water intakes. The
threat of zebra and quag-
ga mussels is so great that
mandatory boat inspections

had to be initiated several
years ago to try to prevent
their spread into Lake
Tahoe.
A lesson in history takes

us back to the late 1970s
and early 1980s to a beau-
tiful lake in central New
Hampshire called Lake
Winnisquam. Known to the
locals as “Little Winni” due
to its smaller size and prox-
imity to the grand and ma-
jestic Lake Winnipesauke,
Winnisquam suffered an
algae bloom that killed off
not just the fish, but also all
forms of recreation for more
than three years.
Property values plummet-

ed, real estate sales virtually
dried up, tourism almost
completely vanished and lo-
cal businesses suffered huge
economic losses. While
nearby LakeWinnipesaukee

was the beneficiary of all the
visitors who would normally
go to Lake Winnisquam, the
year-round residents and
business owners at Little
Winni suffered through
some very difficult times.
It took some drastic mea-

sures but eventually Lake
Winnisquam was cleaned
up, the fish restocked and
property values skyrocket-
ed after the lake was once
again usable by swimmers
and boaters.
While the Tahoe Regional

Planning Agency has been
engaged in a mission to pre-
serve and protect the Lake
Tahoe for about 50 years,
the clarity of our lake has
declined significantly.
It is the responsibility

of every property owner
and visitor to help pro-
tect Lake Tahoe for future

generations.
You can start by taking a

more natural approach and
accept the fact that a subur-
ban lawn is out of place in a
mountain environment.
If you feel that you must

have a lawn, forgo the fer-
tilizer and that includes golf
courses, too. Fertilizer has
no place in the Lake Tahoe
Basin.
The various county and

state highway departments
responsible for snow re-
moval will need to use a lot
less sand and grit during
the wintertime. Excess sand
and grit should be removed
from the streets when road
conditions improve so it
does not all wash down into
the lake.
In the winter, drivers will

have to slow down and drive
more cautiously. Increasing

the amount and availabili-
ty of clean powered public
transit to and from the ski
resorts, major hotels and
other destinations will
reduce particulates from
vehicles and erosion of the
pavement.
If we all work together

on common sense solutions
to increase lake clarity we
can stabilize the current
condition and hopefully
improve the beauty of the
water over time. Otherwise,
it will be a steady downward
spiral until one day Lake
Tahoe suffers the same fate
as once happened to Lake
Winnisquam.
The only difference is

that Lake Tahoe is too big
to restore once the dam-
age becomes pervasive and
property owners of all types
will suffer harsh economic
consequences.

Sabrina Belleci and Don
Kanare are the owners of
RE/MAX North Lake. Read
their blog and find weekly
stats on their website at
www.InsideIncline.com.

Weekly real estate update
Statistics gathered from the Incline Village MLS on 10/28/18

Houses Condos PUDs
For Sale 107 46 20
Under $1million 20 34 8
Median Price For Sale $2,155,000 $624,900 $1,295,000
YTD Sales 2018 155 163 53
YTD Sales 2017 141 166 46
New Listings 7
In Escrow 8
Closed Escrow 9
Range in Escrow $465,000 - $11,500,000

These statistics are based on information from the Incline Village Board of Realtors or its Multiple Listing Service as of Oct. 28.

DonKanare &
SabrinaBelleci
Special to the Tribune

Home design and real estate trends to consider

Home design and real estate
trends come and go, but once in
awhile certain concepts exhibit
considerable staying power.
Staying abreast of what’s hot and

what’s not can be a bit overwhelm-
ing. This list breaks down some of

the trends that have made a splash
and figure to be around for some
time.
Open concept spaces:Watch the

DIY Network or HGTV and you’ll
quickly understand that open floor
plans remain highly coveted. Many
modern, newly built homes have a
large multi-purpose area that blurs

the borders of the kitchen, din-
ing area and family room. These
homes make it easy to entertain
and keep an eye on youngsters.
Patterned fabrics and uphol-

stery: Solids will always have their
place in home decor, but patterned
furnishings are making a name
for themselves as well. Today’s

homeowners are not afraid to ex-
periment with geometric and floral
patterns alongside neutral colors
to showcase their personalities,
advises the real estate industry
resource The Lighter Side of Real
Estate.

Metro Creative
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LANDMARK RESTAURANT & BAR Business Opportunity
$155,000 INCLUDESFULLLIQUORLICENSE, furniture&fixtures.
TURN-KEY w/experienced staff. COMMERCIAL 6217 sq.ft
Building on 1/2 acre w/50 parking spaces, 23 sewer permits &
(previoususe)5apartmentsupstairs.PleasecallDAVEYfordetails
on Comm’l Building & Land that can be leased or purchased.
Business/LIQUOR LIC. $155,000; Business & Land

$1,180,000

NEW LISTING
PASSIVE SOLAR
COMMERCIAL BUILDING
@ stoplight of Al Tahoe
Blvd.& Hwy 50; MODERN
4593 square ft., 6 units, 2
large lobby areas & storage
rooms. $1,520,000
Ownermay finance
qualified buyer.
CALL DAVEY for
APPOINTMENT

Income & Land Listings
Well Established Alterations business, great lease $60,000
Half Acre of Prime General Commercial Land $299,000
BUILD NOW! INCLUDES Architect Drawings, Survey, City Building Permit, & Utility Fees.
NEAR the Meadow in Tahoe Sierra Tract. $150,000

2019 Garmish Ct.
Best Lake Access Buy in Tahoe Keys! Four bedrooms, 3 baths,
Master with Spa Tub + Tile Shower & Heated Tile Floors, Family
Room with separate entrance. Modern split level living features
Mountain & Water views front & rear, 2 decks, Boat dock in fenced
rear yard. Lots ofWindows& Light and granite in kitchen and baths!

$899,000

3788 MARKOFFER WAY 3360 sq. ft. Well maintained FOURPLEX near
Heavenly & Stateline. 2 Bdrm, 1 Ba w/Fireplaces, laundry hookups,
balcony & porch, separately metered & plenty of parking! $576,000

3439 WARR ROAD Three bedrooms PLUS LARGE FAMILY ROOM w/
ITS OWN ENTRANCE! Two baths, DOUBLE GARAGE. Well maintained
and location & setting are awesome! Close to Schools, Heavenly Ski
Resort & the Lake! $617,700

OPEN HOUSE SAT. 12PM - 4PM

“Bank on Benka”Bank on Benka

Mark A. Benka, CRS

775-742-2193
markb@cbivr.com
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