
Three of the region’s top choral
groups – Cantus Novus, Capital
Singers of Trenton, and male a
cappella group Cordus Mundi are
joining together for the fifth
Festival of Voices, at Doylestown
Presbyterian Church, Doylestown,

at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 22. 
Each group will present a dis-

tinctive a cappella set, and then the
choirs will combine for the con-
cluding set, which includes music
from Bruckner, Paulus, Biebl and
Hogan. 

Cantus Novus Director Ed
McCall, Capital Singers Director
Richard Loatman, and Cordus
Mundi Founder and Artistic
Director Rick Rosen and Music
Director David Fryling will each
lead the combined choir for one of
the concluding pieces. A post-con-
cert reception will follow.

Tickets are $20, and are avail-
able from Cantus Novus, Capitol
Singers and Cordus Mundi, or at
the door. 

Doylestown Presbyterian
Church is located at 27 E. Court
St., Doylestown.

For additional information, con-
tact: Cordus Mundi at 650-219-
2748; Cantus Novus at 215-968-
3414; or Capitol Singers at 609-
620-0160, or visit the groups
online.

Founded in 2000 as an intimate
group of choral friends, Cantus
Novus is an auditioned chamber
choir based in Bucks County.
Music for this program comes
from Shank, Lotti, Washburn,
Barnwell and Copland.

Capitol Singers of Trenton, a
select group of 40 mixed voices,
was founded in the spring of 2006

to promote the art of choral
singing, enrich the cultural life of
New Jersey and serve as goodwill
ambassadors for the City of
Trenton. Music for this perform-
ance comes from Bernstein,
Parker, Howard, and director
Loatman.

Formed in 2005, Cordus Mundi
is comprised of 15 male singers
from the greater Bucks County
area. Music for this performance
comes from Harris, Burchard,
Paulus, Horvath, and Doyle, and
features Morton Lauridsen’s Ave
Dulcissima Maria.
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CONTACT: 215.862.2121
www.BCPTHEATER.org
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JOY BEHAR: 
ME, MY MOUTH & I
This Time it’s Personal...

33  PPeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  OOnnllyy!!

May 9th & 10th @ 8:00pm
May 11th @ 3:00pm (Mother’s Day)

In her new One-Woman Show, Joy takes
us on a journey from her rollicking
childhood in Brooklyn to center stage
as one of America’s premiere Talk Show
Hosts & Comedians. Fasten your seat
belts for the ultimate Joy Ride!

March 14

THE LES PAUL TRIO
“A Jazz Tribute To Les”

March 15
Neo-Soul  
Jazz Stylist
The Only Child  
of Diana Ross 
& Motown Founder 
Berry Gordy

RHONDA
ROSS
& Her Band

March 21
Broadway, TV and  Film 
Singer Actress

LYNNIE 
GODFREY

March 22
starring
Radio Host,  
Comedian,
Actor and Author

GOUMBA
JOHNNY

AT

THE

FREE & EASY
PARKING

the

“From Berlin to Broadway,” the
words and music of Kurt Weill
and Lotte Lenya, comes to the
Delaware Valley College Student
Center Auditorium from 5 to 7:30
p.m. Sunday, March 23.

Nancy Hume joins her husband,
BCSO Music Director Gary S.
Fagin, and author and veteran
Broadway actor Martin Moran
(“Titanic,” “Spamalot,”
“Cabaret,” “Bells are Ringing,”
“How to Succeed,” “Floyd
Collins’), to bring to life, in word
and song, the unique world of

Kurt Weill, including his music
and his relationship with Lotte
Lenya. 

In addition, the BCSO will per-
form a potpourri of pops favorites.

Born in Germany, Weill became
an “outstanding” theater composer
by the age of 30; he then moved to
the U.S., where he became a  mas-
ter of the Broadway stage musical.  

Weill created some of the most
popular and daring musical theater
of his day, collaborating with
Bertolt Brecht, Langston Hughes,
Maxwell Anderson, Alan Jay

Lerner and Ira Gershwin. He
established himself as a new and
original voice in American musi-
cal theater.

Most well-known of his works
are “The Threepenny Opera,”
“The Rise and Fall of the City of
Mahagonny,” “Knickerbocker
Holiday,” “Lady in the Dark,”
“One Touch of Venus” and “Lost
in the Stars.”

Songs such as “Mack the
Knife,” “September Song,” and
“Lost in the Stars” have taken on a
life of their own beyond the plays.

Lenya played the part of Jenny
in “The Threepenny Opera” in
1928. It was her breakthrough
role, and the beginning of her rela-
tionship with Weill. They  later
became estranged, and she moved
to Paris, although she continued
performing in Weill’s works. In
1935, they reunited in New York,
remarried and stayed together
until Weill’s death in 1950. 

She continued to perform on the
New York stage, and received a
Tony Award for her 1956 perform-
ance in “The Threepenny Opera,”

an Academy Award nomination
for “The Roman Spring of Mrs.
Stone” in 1961, and was memo-
rably cast in the Bond movie
“From Russia with Love,” as the
SPECTRE agent Rosa Klebb, who
wore a shoe with a switchblade
knife.

In 1966, she originated the role
of Fräulein Schneider in the origi-
nal Broadway cast of Cabaret. She
established the Kurt Weill
Foundation to promote under-
standing of his life and works, and
to preserve their legacies.

“Berlin to Broadway” fetes composer Kurt Weill

The Dryden Ensemble presents
“Bach’s Birthday,” the Mardi
Considine Spring Concert and
finale to its 2013-2014 concert
series at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March
22 at Miller Chapel in Princeton,
N.J., and 3 p.m. Sunday, March 23
at Trinity Episcopal Church, 6587
Upper York Road, Solebury.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10
for students, and may be purchased
at the door or at
drydenensemble.org.

In celebration of Bach’s birthday,
the ensemble performs chamber
music for violin, oboe, viola da
gamba, and harpsichord by J. S.
Bach, his son C. P. E. Bach, and

Buxtehude, whose music Bach
walked more than 250 miles to hear. 

Featured works include
Buxtehude’s “Sonata in G Minor for
violin and viola da gamba,” C. P. E.
Bach’s “Sonata in G Minor for oboe
and continuo,” and Bach’s “Violin
Sonata in E Minor” (BWV 1023). 

The program concludes with a
transcription of one of Bach’s organ
trio sonatas (BWV 525) for violin,
oboe d’amore, and continuo, and
Bach’s “Sonata in D Major for viola
da gamba with obbligato harpsi-
chord” (BWV 1028), highlighting
the ensemble’s continuo players,
Lisa Terry and Webb Wiggins.

The Dryden Ensemble includes

Jane McKinley, oboe and oboe
d’amore; Vita Wallace, violin; Lisa
Terry, viola da gamba and cello; and
Webb Wiggins, harpsichord, all per-
forming on period instruments.

On March 30, the Dryden
Ensemble caps off the season with
“Organic Bach,” a special event fea-
turing organist Eric Plutz. The pro-
gram is a recreation of the first of
three historic Bach recordings made
by E. Power Biggs on Harvard
University’s Flentrop organ. A
reception hosted by William and
Judith Scheide follows the concert.

Reservations are required. For
tickets, visit drydenensemble.org or
call 609-466-8541.

Cantus Novus, Cordus Mundi, Capitol Singers sing together

Dryden Ensemble celebrates Bach’s birthday

Taste for Life, the first annual
wine tasting event honoring the
memory of David Presti, takes
place from 4 to 7 p.m. April 6 at
Aldie Mansion in Doylestown.

The event, featuring wines from
around the world, with premium
tastings available, benefits the
Abramson Cancer Center in
Philadelphia.

It also includes appetizers; live

musical entertainment, playing all
of Presti’s favorites, from Todd
Rundgren to John Lennon to
Livingston Taylor  and more; and
a silent auction.

The event is for adults age 21
and older. Dress is smart casual
attire.

To purchase tickets or make a
donation, visit
davidtasteforlife.org.

Wine tasting in memory of David Presti

WILLIAM WEGMAN

The Newtown Historic
Association holds a Sunday Social
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, March 16
at the Half-Moon Inn, 105 Court
St. (Court Street and Centre
Avenue), Newtown. 

The open house reception fea-
tures a tour of the Research
Facility and a chance to see the
Hicks Hanging Tavern Sign in the
seat of Newtown History.

The Newtown Historic
Association is a repository of
thousands of items relating to
Newtown’s history and also

genealogical information of the
people who lived here.

It is a nonprofit organization
solely supported by membership
dues and contributions and dona-
tions from interested parties. All
donations go to the upkeep of the
facility and of the historic
Thornton-Hicks House next door,
once the residence of famous
primitive painter Edward Hicks.  

The public is invited, and
refreshments will be served. For
information, call 215-968-3914 or
visit tnewtownhistoric.org.

Newtown Sunday Social
at the Half Moon Inn

Peyton Petty

In September, I started interning
at a place in Sellersville called
Wellspring Clubhouse. 

My colleagues, an interesting
and likeable group of people, are
either “members” of the clubhouse
or part of the tiny staff. 

Like me, everybody leads full
lives. Some are raising children or
taking care of ailing parents.
Others are going to school, volun-
teering or working. Almost every-
one seems to have a hobby, inter-
est or special skill. I’ve become
friends with a poet, an artist and a
baker, to name a few. It is a fun

group and a great place to be. 
But of course its not all fun. We

are working hard to create a work
environment of learning, friend-
ship and hope. Hope is important
here. Most of my colleagues are
living with severe, chronic mental
illness.

A psychiatric rehabilitation day
program, the clubhouse offers a
path to recovery. Members work
side-by-side with staff to operate
the clubhouse, all the while learn-
ing important skills that can be
transferred to independent living,
employment, school, volunteering
or any other goal they may have.
Most important, it is a place to

belong, to meet others with similar
challenges, and to feel normal. I
have never had the privilege to
work alongside such a wise, com-
passionate, and welcoming group
of people. 

Wellspring is operated by Penn
Foundation, and is accredited by
Clubhouse International. Using an
evidence-based practice, club-
houses around the world trans-
forms lives. For example, one
member, a woman in her 40s, told
me that before she joined the club-
house she had nothing to do but
stay home and watch television.  

“I felt bad,” she said. When
asked about her life now, her

whole face lit up. “I have friends,”
she said. “I’m part of a communi-
ty. I help run the clubhouse.”
Then, she exclaimed, “I feel as
though I could conquer the
world.” 

Today, she scans documents for
First Savings Bank in Perkasie
through the clubhouse’s Return to
Work program. She has shifted
from the picture of anxiety to the
picture of confidence. She no
longer hunches over when she
walks. She stands tall, and her
whole face glows. 

“I have an important job,” she
said. “I really like working.” It has
been a real privilege watching her

transform.
If you are an employer who

needs hard workers, Wellspring
Clubhouse would like to hear from
you.

If you want to learn more about
the organization, visit pennfoun-
dation.org or come out and sup-
port the organization at its 12th
annual Basket Bingo fundraiser at
the Sellersville Fire House at noon
on Saturday, March 22. 

There will be lots of prizes and
a chance to meet and talk with the
members who are helping run the
event. 

For Bingo tickets, contact Nicky
at 215 257-4760. 

Wellspring Clubhouse offers hope, Basket Bingo 

Lisa Terry plays
viola da gamba for

the Dryden
Ensemble.


